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Introduction

Phil Lumpkin Praise the Lord - He has devised a plan and paid the price

52y Qi GKAY (| G2 2fokour3dvatidon. Paul sénthashNtBiSub To the Ephesians by
saying, “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places in Christ, just as He
chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and blame-
less before Him. In love He pre-
destined us to adoption as sons
g e through Jesus Christ to Himself,

Contribute to the needs of ===~ = ' ®°  — according to the kind intention
— — of His will, to the praise of the
glory of His grace, which He
freely bestowed on us in the
Bless those who persecute you Beloved.” Eph 1:3-6 In Romans 12 Paul addresses the obli-
Craig Sweet ArdA2y 6S KIFE@S Fa NBOALAYyla 2F D
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all mankind is saved by grace through faith in chapters 1-
Russ Ward 11, he turned to the practical application of that faith. In
Never payback evil for evil 12:1-2 he wrote “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the
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mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship.
And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect.” Bishop Hall once noted that,
G5200NARYS 6AGK?2dzi

all brain, no heart; exhortation without doc-
trine makes the heart full, but leaves the
brain empty. Both together make a man,
one makes a wise man, the
other a good; one serves that we
may know our duty, the other
that we may perform it. Men
cannot practice unless they
know, and they know in vain if
they practice not." James wrote,

“faith without works is useless.” the altar.

Jas 2:20b Doctrine must be put
into practice to bring about a
change our lives.

Since God has done His part in our salva-
tion, what is our obligation? Paul begins by
talking about sacrifice, which has always
been the centerpiece of religious service.
Jewish Christians were intimately familiar
with the sacrifices required under the old
law. Similarly, Gentile Christians also knew of
these rituals from their idolatrous back-
grounds. Remember the contest between
Elijah and the prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel
(1 Kg 18)? Both the prophets of God and of
the idol presented their animal sacrifices. So
when Paul urged them (and us) “to present
your bodies a living sacrifice,” they knew ex-
actly what he meant. They knew the sacrifice
would cost them something. They knew the

The problem with
living sacrifices is that
they tend to crawl off

sacrifice had to please or appease and thus
had to meet certain requirements.

The sacrifice Paul urged differed from
their past experience of presenting animals,
first fruits, etc. Paul here urged them to pre-
asya aft AGAY 3
not some dead carcass to be cut up and laid
on an altar, it is a life ¢ our life ¢ which is to
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living sacrifices is that they tend to crawl off
the altar. Yet our bodies are to be as wholly
the Lord's property as the burnt-
offering was, no part being de-
voted to any other use. Our liv-
ing sacrifice is also to be holy and
acceptable to God. Just as a
blemished, animal sacrifice was
an abomination to God (Mal 1:7-
10), we too can bring unholy of-
ferings to God which are unac-
ceptable. Jesus said, “Many will
say to Me on that day, 'Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and
in Your name cast out demons, and in Your
name perform many miracles? And then | will
declare to them, | never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” Mt
7:22-23 What we may deem proper is not
necessarily what God considers holy and ac-
ceptable. God wants us, our hearts, our in-
tellect in full devotion and obedience to Him.
This is our spiritual service of worship. This
sacrifice, this wholehearted devotion of our
spirits is actually the only sacrifice we can
2FFSNI GKFG A&
grace and mercy with which He has loved us.
Anything less would be unreasonable. “God

(Continued on page 3)
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is spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.” Jn 4:24

God not only desires us as a living sacri-
fice, He also wants this devotion to be evi-
RSyid Ay GNIyafF2NXSR
His disciples he said, “l do not ask Thee to
take them out of the world, but to keep them
from the evil one. They are not of the world,
even as | am not of the world.” Jn 17:15-16
John also wrote, “Do not love the world, nor
the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 1
Jn 2:15 We obviously live in a world where
godliness, righteousness and holiness are not
universally practiced or even respected. But
God calls His children to conform to a higher,
more noble standard. In His sermon on the
mount, Jesus said, “You are the salt of the
earth; but if the salt has become tasteless,
how will it be made salty again? You are the
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden. Nor do men light a lamp, and put
it under the peck-measure, but on the lamp-
stand; and it gives light to all who are in the
house. Let your light shine before men in such
a way that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” Mt
5:13-16

We are to be transformed, which is trans-
lated from the Greek word metamorphoo.
We are familiar with this word in its English
form ¢ metamorphosis. We marvel at how a
homely larvae encapsulates itself and eventu-
ally emerges as a beautiful butterfly. In a
similar fashion, we are to metamorphoo into
beautiful, butterfly-like, children of God who
let our lights shine and bring glory to our Fa-
ther. By allowing His righteousness to rule in
2dzNJ t A@Sa 6S LINR OGS

will. We demonstrate to the world the bet-

ter way, that which is good, acceptable and

perfect.
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about how to transform our lives.
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highly of yourself

Graig Fancher
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In American society we are programmed
from a young age to be confident in our-
selves almost to the point of arrogance, to
scratch and claw our way to the top of the
corporate ladder even if that means stepping
on others to get there, and to try and accu-
mulate wealth, power, trophies, and other
accolades that will prove to others we are
successful and someone to admire. Despite
this cultural backdrop, these are not values
that the Lord admires or wishes for His peo-
ple to exemplify. Paul states in Romans 12:3,
“For through the grace given to me | say to
everyone of you not to think more highly of
himself than he ought to think; but to think
so as to have sound judgment, as God has
allotted to each a measure of faith.” While a
simple command, it is one that we struggle
with. What we must ultimately understand is
that regardless of our position in life and the
individual talents we have been blessed with,

(Continued on page 4)
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“we, who are many, are one body in Christ.”
Rom 12:5 In other words, while God has
0f SaaSR dza 6AGK
12:6), we must use those gifts not to seek
individual recognition, but to exalt and glo-
rify God as a unified body of Christ.

When discussing humility, | am reminded
of several biblical examples for
us to determine what Romans
12:3 means for us. On one
hand, King Jehoshaphat can be
looked to as an example of
humbling oneself before God

Pride goes before
destruction and a
haughty spirit before

Jehoshaphat went out before his army and
said, “Give thanks to the Lord, for His loving-

In stark contrast to King Jehoshaphat, King
5 ARQa& | NN2B3IIyOS
Samuel 11 is truly astonishing. Verse one
states, “Then it happened in the spring, at the
time when kings go out to battle,
that David sent Joab and his ser-
vants with him and all Israel, and
they destroyed the sons of Ammon
and besieged Rabbah. But David
stayed at Jerusalem.” 1t was time

and giving Him the glory. On stumbling. for David, as king, to go to battle;
the other hand, Kind David however, David stayed home and
shows us what can happen Pro 16:18 sent Joab. God had blessed David

when we replace the image of and made him king, yet David did
the Lord with that of our own. 4 not exercise this authority accord-

The invasion of Judah by the Ammonites,
a2l oAtGSaz
2 Chronicles 20 shows how God is in control
and should be given all credit and glory. Je-
hoshaphat had gathered over one million
soldiers and had already been victorious in
battle. He had every reason to be confident
in himself and his kingdom; however, when
reports came that “a great multitude is com-
ing against you from beyond the sea” (2
Chron 20:2-12) Jehoshaphat “was afraid and
turned his attention to seek the Lord”. In
verses 5-12, Jehoshaphat called on the Lord
to protect his people, recognizing that power
FYR YAIKG 6SNB Ay
the Lord delivered Judah from the invading
force by literally turning themselves against
one another, Jehoshaphat called on his peo-
ple not to give him the credit and did not use
the victory as some form of political capital
to further his own personal agenda. Instead,

ingly and stayed home when he should have

iar. Because David was home instead of do-
Ay3d D2RQa g¢gAftx KS

ending his adulterous pursuit upon learning
that she is married, he sleeps with her and
impregnates her. To cover up his indiscre-
GAzy> KS KI a ol
killed.

What is interesting is that with this story
of arrogance by David comes a story of hu-
mility by Uriah. When called from the field of
battle, David tells Uriah to “go down to your
house, and wash your feet.” 2 Sam 11: 8 A

Uriah, and it was understood that David
wanted Uriah and Bathsheba to enjoy their
evening together. Uriah instead slept at the
R22NJ 2F GKS (Ay3Qa

(Continued on page 5)
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why, Uriah explained “the ark and Israel and
Judah are staying in temporary shelters, and
my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
camping in the open field. Shall | then go to
my house to eat and to drink and to lie with
my wife? By your life and the life of your soul,
I will not do this thing.” 2 Sam 11:11 This is
the example of humility we should follow.

Do not think that David is the only biblical
example of mankind replacing the image of
the Lord with their own. In Genesis 11:4-9,
the people of the world gath-
ered to build a city and a tower
that would reach into heaven.
The Lord, seeing the city and
G26SNE al g GKI
against God would continue to proud 5
the exclusion of the kingdom of

Everyone who is
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abomination to the

pend on anything in man; therefore, “let him
who boasts, boast in the Lord.” In 1 Peter
5.5, Peter writes for all to “clothe yourselves
with humility toward one another, for God is
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the
humble.” Also remember the example Christ
gave us in John 13. After washing the feet of
his disciples, Christ said to them, “If | then,
the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
For | gave you an example that you also
should do as | did to you. Truly, truly, | say to
you, a slave is not greater than his
master, nor is one who is sent
greater than the one who sent

Romans 12:3-8 explains that we
have all been blessed with gifts in

God. The Lord confused their Lord our lives. Some are blessed with
language and scattered the the ability and conviction to serve
people, showing that even the Pro 16:5 others; some are blessed with the

greatest of human powers can-
not defy God and long survive.

A final example is that of King Herod
in Acts 12:20-25. While giving an address to
the people during a celebration, the people
continued to call out that Herod was a god,
saying “the voice of a god and not of a man!”
Herod never corrected them, and “because
he did not give God the glory, he was eaten
by worms and died.” It is hard to find a
clearer example of the consequences we
Yreg FIFO0S o¢@
that of our own.

The Lord values humility and demands
that we give Him all the respect, glory, and
honor that He is due. In 1 Corinthians 1:26-
31 Paul writes that salvation does not de-

ability to teach thoughtful and

4 meaningful lessons; and others are
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praises. While the gift to teach may garner
more attention from the congregation than
the conviction to work behind the scenes in
cleaning the building, driving members to
worship service, or even making copies for
classes when asked, this does not mean one
is better than the other. We cannot be a
body of just song leaders or just bible class

NB LI | OA y ®achgrk Bstepdpwqfogstabe 3 bedy oi-

prised of several parts that make a whole.
God has blessed each of us with gifts, He has
commanded us to use them accordingly, and
He has commanded us to remember that
these gifts are from Him and to only boast in

Him.
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Let love be

without hypocrisy
Carol Fertig

Love is so basic in Christian doctrine that
Paul does not even urge his readers to love
each other as he had in other letters. When
Paul begins to give a short paradigm for living
as a sacrifice to God, he lists love first. It is
not that he has to reiterate that we must
love. That is already abundantly clear from
the admonitions of Jesus in the Sermon on
the Mount and had been taught over and
over by the apostles. It is a given that love is
what the Christian does; it is who a Christian
is ¢ one who loves. The admonition is to let
love be without hypocrisy (NAS) or genuine
(ESV). It is the character of the love we give
as our living sacrifice that is encouraged in
this first of the proverb-like sayings.

The love practiced by Christians must be
deep and unfeigned. It must be a living
GKAYy3IoD t Fdzf LINF &SR
may “abound yet more and more.” Phil 1:9
This is more than just tender feelings; it is an
all-consuming motivation for life and action.
Listen as Jesus tells the lawyer in Luke 10:27:
“. .. You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength and with all your mind, and
your neighbor as yourself.” Everything we
do is to be wrapped up in love; there is abso-
lutely no room left for self interest, artificial
motivation, deceitful practices. This is the
kind of love Jesus instructed His disciples to
have when he told them to “ . . love one an-
other: just as | have loved you, you also are

to love one another.” Jn 13:34 We know
what kind of love Jesus has for us, that He
would sacrifice Himself for us. He had just
taught His disciples the beautiful lesson of
serving each other by washing their feet. It
is the quality of our love for each other that
ARSY(GAFTASa dza | &
told the disciples to love one another as He
loved them, He went on to say that this love
is what would identify them (and us) as His
followers: “By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” Jn 13:35 It is obvious that the love
of Jesus comes from a pure heart, so ours
must also. Paul told Timothy, “But the goal
of our instruction is love from a pure heart
and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” |
Tim 1:5 Our basis of love must be genuine,
not mixed with hypocrisy.

Jesus reserved His harshest condemna-

A2y T2NJ KELR2ONARGSa®

He pronounced upon the Pharisees, calling
them hypocrites in Matthew 23:13-29. You
can feel the disgust for these people when

vl rkall HishwWSrgs tHer& ATh Aabdlahh dp-y & Q

pearance of some good thing or feeling with-
out the genuine impulse in the heart was
anathema to Him. It is no wonder that Paul
tells us not to temper our love with hypoc-
risy! Mock love may fool those around us,
but God reads hearts and knows our true
feelings and motives. He told Solomon, "As
for you, my son Solomon, know the God of
your father, and serve Him with a whole
heart and a willing mind; for the LORD
searches all hearts, and understands every
intent of the thoughts. and He who searches
the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit

(Continued on page 7)
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is.” | Chron 28:9 Peter tells us “Since you
have in obedience to the truth purified your
souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fer-
vently love one another from the heart.” | Pet
1:22

David experienced love both genuine and

deceitful in his life before he became king. G KIy &aL}2{1S 2y 51 OARQA o0SKI
When David was still very young, Saul was a temporary reprieve for David. It was after

king who suffered torment from some sort of this, though, that Saul attempted the second

harmful spirit. His servants knew of David time to pin David with the spear. Jonathan

and told Saul of his skill in playing the lyre. again stood up for David and offered to find

Saul sent for David who then entered his ser- out whether David had anything to fear from

vice as his armor-bearer be- Saul. They devised a plan in which

cause he had found favor in Jonathan would discover whether or

the sight of Saul. David was not it was safe for David to stay

able to soothe Saul when he Little children, let us near Saul and would warn David to

was troubled, and | Samuel pot|ove with word or flee if it were not safe. When it

16:21 says th.at Saul “loved him  \yith tongue, but in 0SOl Yé. 2 .6 Gr2dza GKIFG |
greatly.” This love was.not o) Jecdianditiitht was only to kill David, Jonathan let

deep, however, that it pre- David know that he would have to

vented Saul from later at- 1Jn3:18 f S gSo ¢tKS . A0fS &l éa
tempting twice to pin David to love for David: “And Jonathan

the wall with a spear because‘ made a covenant with the house of

KS ¢Fa 2Slrft2dza 2F (KS LISBRoli 5§ ‘May the Lord take

f20S F2NJ 5 JARH L cedy&ntdon bdeit’sienefmibs.dztam@ donat 2 @S 61 &
strong when David was of use to him, but  than made David swear again by his love for

non-existent when David became a threat to him, for he loved him as he loved his own

{ I dzf Qedteer@ Sdaldusy can turn love  soul.” | Sam 20:16-17 Jonathan knew how to

into hate if the love is not pure and genuine. fulfill the royal law of love, loving his

It would seem that inviting someone to be neighbor as himself. There is a very affecting

your son-in-law would be a mark of esteem, scene when the two men realize that they

but doing this was a hypocritical move on would have to part. “ ... David rose from

{dzZA Qa LI NI (2 R2 | & beside thekstdorié he&plard felRow® his faceSo I 41 SR
2F 5F@AR 2yfe GKI G K®&egbundakdbowddihe tin&s NRdhey o G Gf Sa
in order to be married to his daughter  kissed one another and wept with one an-
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tines should do away with David for him.
David, of course, wound up with Michal in-
A0SR 2F aSNI o6z o dz

just as well. His supposed affection for David
was just a ruse to get rid of him.

Ironically, genuine love from a pure heart
gl a AAGSy G2
While Saul was trying to kill David, Jonathan
“delighted much in David.” |1 Sam 19:1 Jona-

than said to David, ‘Go in peace, because we

(Continued on page 8)
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have sworn both of us in the name of the
Lord, saying, ‘The Lord shall be between me
and you, and between my offspring and your
offspring, forever.” And he rose and de-
parted, and Jonathan went into the city.” |
Sam 20:41-42 Jonathan understood that in
the custom and practice of primogeniture he

need to not be overcome by evil.

CKS 62NR aGFoK2NE F2dzyR
lated from the Greek word apostugeo. This
word is found only here in the New Testa-
ment, and is a very strong word. Various
f SEAO2Yya RS®A getdst  uk- &
terly” 0 { 0 NP t6 Bafe Zlhdr, datest with
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one, and he loved David with a pure heart.

| Corinthians 13 gives a picture of what
genuine love is like. Practical application of
the principles there will help us to achieve
the kind of love that Paul tells the Romans
(and us) to have.

Abhor what is evil,
Cling to what is good

Steven D. Baxley

“Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is
good.” Rom 12:9 “Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Rom 12:21

The theme of this issue is presenting our
bodies as living and holy sacrifices. This can
never be accomplished without having a
proper understanding of our relationship to
evil and wickedness. Thus Paul mentions
twice in Romans 12 the importance of relat-
ing to evil in the proper way. These ideas are
mentioned in verses 9 and 21. There are two
primary ideas that Paul expresses in these
two verses: the need to abhor evil, and the

utterly, shrink away fromé¢ 61 y I £t @ GA O f
of the New Testament). It is certainly no

accident that Paul, inspired by the Holy

Spirit, chose this particular Greek word to

express the proper attitude of Christians to-

wards evil.

Our society has become one where evil is
anything but abhorred. Evil is glorified in
az2zysS OlFasa Ay GKS AydSN
G§OK2A 0S¢ o Ly 2GKSNJ Ol a
GKS AyGSNBald 2F yz2i aNR
fending others. Rarely is it acknowledged for
what it is: EVIL. Christians need to be ex-
GNBYSte OFNBTFdA y20 G2
thinking to influence their thinking concern-
ing evil.

In contrast to how the world often views
SOAt T [/ KNAadGAlIYya akKz2dzZ R
FYR GaKNRY] gl & FTNRYE
everything in their power to recognize evil
for what it is, and do everything they can to
avoid it. Certainly, they should not be in-
volved in making evil seem less wicked than
itis. Consider the following verses:

Woe to those who call evil good and
good evil, who put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who put bitter for

(Continued on page 9)
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sweet and sweet for bitter! (Isa 5:20) F3FAYyS>S D2RQ&a YSGK2Ra adlyR
Take no part in the unfruitful works of ALK a2OASueQa YSUuK2ZRa®
darkness, but instead expose them. (Eph F2tt2pa GKS LIKAt2a2LKASE
5:11) 0OST2NE UKSeée R2 U2 ez2dzz
Obviously, mankind has a long history of thauze aAyOS K dZ,Y I: y 0SAY
. S . as stronger than good. These principles,
trying to minimize the true nature of wicked- . X )
ness. lIsaiah wrote his book well over 2500 however, are completely incompatible with
) . . the standard that Christ sets for His follow-
years ago. His message, however, is as fresh ) ) .
and relevant today as it was then. Paul, in ers. Good is stronger than evil. Good will
o . e e triumph over evil. This will certainly be true
writing to the Ephesian Christians, felt it nec- o )
essary to emphasize the need for them to on the Day of Judgment, but it is also true in
. the present world. In writing to the saints in
not only not take part in the works of dark- S . .
ness. but also to show their Philippi, Paul emphasizes the need to be dif-
true'character exposing them ferent than the world at large: “Do
under the Iamp; of goodness all things without grumbling or
’ . ioning, th m
Going along with the idea of = Depart from evil, and g:fnitelfesls gndtin?ltcmeyr?tu chilgyen %?‘
abhorring evil, Pau/_l tells .{his ) do g()f)d, Sfek Peace, oq without blemish in the midst
NEF RSNE UKFU - lardpursueitiTheceyest f @ KgokedRand twisted genera-
frada U2 6KFU lofthe boroZarettoward! Ho¥ BMdRy whdnHyou shine as
is not enough to detest evil, it the righteous.  fights in the world ...” Phil 2:14¢16
is not enough to shrink away .
from it, the Christian must flee Certainly a large part of overcom-
in the opposite direction, to- Aing evil with good involves how
wards what is good, and then cling to it. The ict f:nstlans tr:act tohe\{ll that |ts tm-
DNBS] 62NR GNIFyatlh GsR®EIY %Tr@&‘% ﬁrs‘jf?'g?af@a JE’)el NNR § &
(KS YSIyAy3 2F al18s8L .y%la”%"#‘ﬂe erpyy bagk svifpraylis |
iscussed in more depth in another article in

a sense, Christians are to turn from the old
evil with which they had kept company, and
begin to keep company with what is good.
This sounds very similar to the warning con-
tained at 1 Corinthians 15:33: “Do not be
deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”
The Christian must hold to what is good, or
risk having evil ruin the good morals he is
putting to effect in his life.

The second idea that Paul expresses here
in Romans 12 concerns the fight that the
Christian needs to wage against evil. Once

this publication. Suffice it to say here that
evil of all kinds can be overcome by the
Christian exercising righteousness in his life.

As Christians seek to present their bodies
as living sacrifices, they need to remember
that God is looking for a change in attitude, a
change in heart, that is demonstrated by a
change in life. The Christian who abhors that
which is evil will fight against whatever

(Continued on page 10)
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temptation comes his way to engage in sin.
1S 62y Qi
that it is incompatible with his life in Christ.
Instead, that Christian will seek to fill his life
with those things that are good and holy,
both in thought and in deed. In doing so, he
will be equipped and prepared to overcome
evil with good, instead of being overcome
himself by evil.

Be devoted to one
another in love

Aaron Lumpkin

The blood of our Lord Jesus has cleansed
each of us from the sin which stained our
t AQSao dzi G KA & A
sanctification. When the Lord, by His grace,
granted us salvation we became part of a
unique fraternity, “a holy nation” or “a peo-
ple for God’s own possession” as Peter de-
scribes it (1 Pet 2:9). As citizens of the eter-
nal kingdom of God we, as brothers and sis-
ters, have a special and permanent bond be-
tween us. Religion, on the one hand, is a
deeply personal relationship between an
individual and his Creator, but on the other
hand it also very much involves our relation-
ship with other children of God. This has
been the case from the beginning. The sec-
ond sin we read of in Scripture is that of a
brother killing another brother, provoking
the wrath of the Lord. Six of the ten com-
mandments that Moses lists to introduce the
[ 6 RS y2i 6A0GK
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Lord, specifically, but rather with how they

plained that the whole Law and the prophets
depended on both loving God and loving
2y SQa y SA 3 K4D)2 M irGepata-
ble connection between our love for God
and our love for our brethren is found
throughout the New Testament writings as
gStto
ment (singular, not plural), that we believe in
the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love
one another, just as He commanded us.” 1 Jn
3:23 In other words, we simply cannot be
20SRASY G G2 2 dzNJ
practicing love toward each other.

As Paul writes to the diverse group of
saints in Rome, he spends much time de-
scribing how both Jews and Gentiles are
united by the fact that they were all guilty of
e Si

two groups becoming one people must have
been a lot to swallow, and true union would
have undoubtedly been something that took
time and effort. In chapter 12 Paul transi-
tions from explaining their common salva-
tion to describing how to live out this salva-
tion. In verse 10 he tells the Romans to “be
devoted to one another in brotherly-
love” (NASB). Given the context of the epis-
Gt S FyR I Of 2aSNJ
words, a better understanding of what Paul
Ada aleAay3
brother in faith as you would your brother in
0KS TfSakKeéo

The first of the three main Greek words

(Continued on page 11)
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Paul uses is philadelphia, a familiar word to
us. When William Penn, in 1681, bought the
tract of land from the Lenape Indians which

g2dzt R 2yS RI @&
capital, he named the village he established
Gt KAfFRSELKAIE® &

dent of the bible, William Penn understood
this Greek word and hoped it would describe
the future relationship between his fellow
colonists and the native population. This
word philadelphia combines the two words,
phileo and adelphos. The word phileo is usu-
Fffe GNXyatlraGagSR | &

often think of it as the love we
are to have for each other, but
actually the word agape is over-
whelmingly used in the NT to

describe our love for each
other. Phileo more properly
YSFEya aidSyRSNI |
cherish or to be fond of some-
KAy 3

part of the word, adelphos,
YSI y a

at '?h@n%s‘:t oblo¥s exaqn}gleqoff tﬁiséccﬁwgept Iy R

Since you have in
obedience to the truth sands of Jews flocked to Jerusa-

purified your souls for a

Christ to how one would regard a brother in
the flesh. The world regards a physical
brother as among the closest of bonds yet,

0 S 02 Y Sas PaudzMIpredi@usigypdinbe® CdtEin hiFldt-NB U

GSNE 6S IINB y2i G2 o06S a02)
B2 RERL Azl YRAzZB FSKF OFRI Bl damS Sy
AY Y Séy S &be blgod of EhiksthiGiE O

flowed to make us brethren is more signifi-

cant than any physical blood that flows in

the veins of natural brothers. Our attitude

and actions toward each other must reflect

this reality!

in action seems to be what devel-
oped in the first days of the
Church. As hundreds of thou-

lem from across the vast Roman
Empire for the Pentecost feast,

Sfmfe'geéod%\o%tpes 2 Pet%rmgea‘E‘thche good news to

brethren fervently love

2N) az2yvysz ng anether fq;om the Ative GhaIftdRes that turned their
heart. 1 Pet 1:22

the masses. The relatively few of

lives to Jesus became part of the

. . ao NE.G KSNJ 2NJ | AH;V’ bo)ﬂryzof the saved. While some
either physically or as united by undoubtedly had to begin_their

' 02YY2y LlzNl1J]2as
YSIya a42YSGKAy3 f
I ONRUOKSNE D

The second word Paul uses is alleélous
FYR aAYLX& YSIya
choice of words is philostorgos, using the
word phileo again (tender affection) and
combining it with the word storgos, which
YSFEya al
alYS 62Y0€¢
meaning to philadelphia seems to be very
intentional, and the slight difference seems
to be his very point. Paul equates cherishing,
or showing affection toward a brother in

Ot 2aS y I { dzNJeparatdllises, thdy dheriyhed eazhNthefndt2 Y (i
¢ KS Of 2 fsBaf Gréthiien Butfas biofhdrsihavih@ MR A Y

‘] (R)Llrlq@?s ﬁcﬁnép it see%gtﬂgﬁmah&%ﬁhes@ 2 NR

S netl E"aﬁt@rﬁa&' hav@ staled Frh@idy T2NI
FT2NJ | GAYS a G(GKSe& FSt
teaching and the rich fellowship between

i SR

G 2 ytBe beligverd KMStN duily até dndi woft K A NR

shipped together, this contagious atmos-
phere of phileo between them seemed to
spread like wildfire. Rather than leading
0 KS
things in common” (Acts 2:44), with the local
saints even selling land and property to feed

(Continued on page 12)
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those in need (presumably those saints who
had yet to return home but had exhausted
0KSANI NI 0S¢
between what had become a genuine family,
coupled with the miracles of the apostles,
that seemed to amaze the people in Jerusa-
lem at the time, drawing people in to hear
the message of salvation (Acts 2:43-47; 5:12-
13).

Although time and circumstances eventu-
ally scattered this group throughout the
known world, we have preserved in the book
of Acts this beautiful picture of what the
Lord intends for a group of saints to look like
(even brand new saints!). This example
seems to be what Paul is encouraging the
Romans toward in 12:10, and thus what is
expected of us today. It also seems to be
what Jesus had on His mind as He ardently
prayed that those who believe in Him “may
all be one ... so that the world may believe
that You sent Me.” Jn 17:20-21

Contribute to the
needs of the saints

Phil Lumpkin

“All those who had believed were
together, and had all things in common;
and they began selling their property
and possessions, and were sharing them
with all, as anyone might have need.”
Acts 2:44-45 The generosity exhibited
by the first Christians is a compelling
early example of saints seizing the op-

portunity to help fellow saints. Some of
the new converts had traveled long dis-

F dzy R& 0 ® tancds (AC2®-10)itdobsarve Th&EPNAEES v (i

cost feast in Jerusalem. However, they
YSOSNI RNBIF YSR
asStrida FT2N GKS
of redemption. Awestruck by the good
news preached by Peter and the other
apostles, it is natural that the new con-
verts wanted to remain in Jerusalem to
continue “devoting themselves to the
apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer.”
Ac 2:42 Thankfully there were other
new Christians from Jerusalem, with
resources at their disposal and eager-
ness to help those who had traveled.

Years later Paul challenged the Ro-
mans ¢ and us ¢ with several character-
istics of Christian life which were to
transform us from conformity with the
world into children of light. He intro-
duced another of these transformations
in Romans 12:13 where he urges,
“contributing to the needs of the saints,
practicing hospitality.” Most of us think
6SQONB (dzF¥F>X 6 dzi
have weaknesses, soft spots, vulnerabili-
ties. Often these vulnerabilities are re-
lated to our pocketbook and the giving
of ourselves in other personal ways,
such as being hospitable. We may not
be overly tempted to steal, or perhaps
SpSy (G2 02@0SG4z @&Si
right tight fisted with the blessings
56SQPS NBEOSAPGSRO® t
GYSGOl Y2NLIK223¢ (2

(Continued on page 13)
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to help our brethren.

In Galatians 6:10, Paul wrote, “So then,
while we have opportunity, let us do good to
all men, and especially to those who are of
the household of the faith.” This guidance is
similar to what he wrote to the Romans and
aLlSria 42 GKS
good and be helpful to everyone.
dzNBESa dza (2
to those of the household of faith, our breth-
ren. This is actually putting into practice the
love we are to have for our brethren. James
wrote, “What use is it, my brethren, if a man
says he has faith, but he has no
works? Can that faith save him?
If a brother or sister is without
clothing and in need of daily
food, and one of you says to
them, "Go in peace, be warmed
and be filled,” and yet you do not
give them what is necessary for
their body, what use is that?”

But he

I KNA a

SALISOAL

This is pure and
undefiled religion in
the sight of our God | f f |
and Father, to visit

orphans and widows in

sponded to this need in an exemplary man-
ner. Paul wrote, “that in a great ordeal of
affliction their (the Macedonians) abundance
of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in
the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that
according to their ability, and beyond their

(i AbHity they gaNeRoh the gwi RcgoAdf bRt &

ging us with much entreaty for the favor of

t foauticigion is tfeRupmrizfdhesd@nss.2 Ry
NI T dzt NB

Cor 8:2-n ! Ol
prophecy indicates that the famine was
world wide ¢ including Macedonia. So when
Paul commended these brethren for giving
liberally from their deep poverty,
GKIFIG gt a y2
almost always got something to
share with someone in need. We
may not be able to take care of

but we can almost always help is
some way.

Sa
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Jas 2:14-17 He goes on in the 0 KSANI R"au'hké%a;( léaé 'Y'ngEQYA

next verse to say, “Even so faith, 4 like clothing, food or shelter.
if it has no works, is dead, being i i

by itself.” Jas 2:18 Both Apostles challenge
us to put our doctrine into practice by help-
ing our brethren.

The saints in Macedonia (Thessalonica,
Philippi, etc) were commended by Paul as
good examples of brethren contributing to
the needs of the saints. The prophet Aga-
bus had foretold a great famine and Chris-
tians responded with assistance. Luke re-
corded, “And in the proportion that any of
the disciples had means, each of them deter-
mined to send a contribution for the relief of
the brethren living in Judea.” Ac 11:29 It
seems that the disciples of Macedonia re-

While these are important, we
have additional needs. Paul also urged Chris-
tians to “practice hospitality® € 2 §
stand the need for social contact; God cre-
ated us as social beings. And He provides
many wholesome ways to help satisfy this
need, such as our families, our friends, our
relationship with Him through Christ Jesus,
and also our brethren, our spiritual family.
Developing and cultivating our brotherly re-
flriA2yaKALA A&
into action. We all need love and affection
and we have a responsibility to give, as well

(Continued on page 14)
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as receive it. The Apostle Peter makes this
same association of love in action with hospi-
tality, “Above all, keep fervent in your love
for one another, because love covers a multi-
tude of sins. Be hospitable to one another
without complaint.” 1 Pet 4:8-9 Hospitality
encompasses several ideas, but they all re-
volve around taking others into our confi-
dence, into our hearts. Hospitality carries
with it the concept of breaking down barriers
between us and facilitating person to person
contact with all the brethren. This happens
in no better setting than our own homes,
and often around a common meal eaten to-
gether. This responsibility of hospitality is so
vital that it is mentioned by both Timothy (1
Tim 3:2) and Titus (Tit 1:8) as a necessary
qualification for elders and for widows
whom the church may support (1 Tim 5:10).

Sometimes in the church, the need arises
to discipline a member and we use the ex-

LINBaaAz2y 2F asAlKRNY ¢ ApA yBES 2 4 Rk LdBENE 23K RS ¢ D:
this aAction may be necessary to,save some- KFLILE a2 6Keé _ Ol y Q[’] L R2 &46KI
2y80Qa az2dd s Al A& 2 Y hi@anBant sd bnPwapthePiint @ Sidert Ol dzt £ 2
have a relationship with our brother. Re- 1t feel better, but it is still sin and as long as
member also that we are to do good unto all we are opposed to sin, we are going to be
men and that includes entertaining strang-  persecuted for our Christian beliefs and/or
ers. Hebrews 13:1-2 reads, “Let love of the  pehavior. We are hated because we try to
brethren continue. Do not neglect to show  go that which is right. Most people know
hospitality to strangers, for by this some  right from wrong and for whatever reason,
have entertained angels without knowing it.” choose to do what they want to do. When
Once again note the connection between we choose to do what is right, we are show-
love in action and hospitality. ing them that their choices are wrong. So
Contributing to the needs of the saints is they persecute us to make themselves feel
mutually beneficial. It is a vital part of pre- better. This is not new. Christians were per-
senting our bodies a holy and living sacrifice secuted in the first century too. In Rom
acceptable to God. And doing so proves the 12:14, Paul addresses what our reactions
gAAaR2Y 2F D2RQa ¢gAffts GKIG 6KAOK A@n=mepR | yR

acceptable and perfect.

Bless those who
persecute you

Craig Sweet

Rom 12:14 - Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse.

Compared to bible times, modern day
persecution is minor. However, it is still
common. We are punished or shunned be-
cause of our belief or because of our opposi-
tion to sin. Why does the world hate us?
Why do we continue to be persecuted for
our stance in opposing sin? The schools tell
us that we cannot pray. Those who are pro
abortion say it is their body and their choice
and has nothing to do with God and sin. Ho-
mosexuals will tell us that we must accept
GKSANI FfGSNYIFGA@BS
then we are not Christians. Those who are

Page 14
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should be to persecution.

Jesus tells us in Matt 5:10 that “Blessed
are those who have been persecuted for the
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.” If we are doing what we
should be doing by leading our lives after
Christ, then we will be persecuted for it.
However, Paul (Rom 12:14) is referring to
our reaction when we are persecuted; not
when/if we are persecuted. “Bless those
who persecute youd ¢ 2 K G ok
natural reaction is to lash out at those who

KdzNIi  dza ¢ LG Aa yz u The| pept@ctivg pstingt fingkeg us wamR thej K A y | =

aKz2dzZ R of Saa (¢
difficult response is to think

about good things for those who Not returning evil

have hurt us. But, that is exactly

There is another aspect of “bless those
who persecute you” that can be inferred.
What if someone hurts or persecutes some-
one you love or care about? How is a parent
to react to someone who hurts their child?
How does a husband or wife react to some-
one who hurts their spouse? Do we take this
personally? Sure we do. When someone we
are close to is treated poorly or sinfully, the
first instinct is to protect. We want to de-

O Kand the gng weJome. Thigixwhere blessing

the one who persecutes even gets harder.

oK Sotheyprrsof to suffer for the pain
they have caused our loved one.
Which is easier; to bless someone
who hurts us or to bless someone

what Paul is telling us we must for evil, orinsult  who has hurt someone close to
do. for insult, but  us? We experience more control

In addition, Paul reemphasizes ~ 8iving a blessing when something happens to us.

this blessing by showing another instead.
1 Pet 3:9a

aspect of this blessing; that we
bless and do not curse. Often we

When someone close to us is
hurt, it is different. We want to
take that hurt away and bear it

might not take revenge because_ourselves. This could make us
want for the person doing the

justify in our mind that God will

punish them (Rom 12:19). Paul tells us to
bless and not wish ill upon the person who is
persecuting us. This includes the thought
that God will punish someone. We should
be looking at their soul and not what punish-
ment they deserve. God does not want any-
one to perish but all to come to repentance
(2 Pet 3:9). We should want that too. We
should want to show that Christ is in us no
matter what happens so that others will see
that in us and know that we are Christians.
Is it possible to show hatred to another per-
son and still claim to be Christ like? John tells
us if we show hatred we are a liar (1 Jn 4:20).

hurting to suffer even more. Whether direct
or indirect persecution, Paul is commanding
us to bless and not curse.

If we are to bless, what are some of the
ways that we can bless? First and probably
the easiest is to pray for the other individual.
We should not pray that they suffer, but
pray that they will understand their actions
and repent from them. We should pray that
Christ can dwell in them in order from them
to see what we have and why we are at

peace within our souls. We should pray that
(Continued on page 16)
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Christ can soften their heart.

Next, we can forgive them. Jesus, as he
was hanging on the cross, cried out, “Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing." Lu 23:34 If anyone had the rea-
son or the capability for revenge in what was
happening to him, Jesus had the cause.
However, he did not want ill things to hap-
pen to them. He wanted them to be for-
given. The consequences of not forgiving are
also given by Jesus in Matthew 6:14-15, “For
if you forgive others for their transgressions,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive others, then your
Father will not forgive your transgressions.”
If we do not forgive others, we will not be
forgiven either.

Finally, we can continue to conduct our-
selves as Christians regardless of what any-
one says or does to us. The result is that we
can bring or win those who persecute us to
Jesus by our actions. Our faith must be so
strong that no one can take it from us. If the
world can make us change the way we act by
persecution, then Satan has won. Can the
world see that we are Christians by the way
we act? In a court of law, if you were being
tried as a Christian, would there be enough
evidence to convict you? If not, we need to
test ourselves to see if we are really in the
faith (2 Cor 13:5).

We need to stop and consider the other
LISNE2Y Q& a2 dz GKSY
them, forgive them and continue on our jour-
ney. We are all running the Christian race
and need to remember that living as a Chris-
tian is not a short sprint, but a marathon
where it takes all we have to finish the race.

Rejoice with those
who rejoice
Russ Ward

A Smith & Jones Heart

Smith and Jones had known each other
for years and in fact had lived and farmed
right beside each other for nigh onto 40
years. Their wives had been best friends and
their children followed in like manner with
two of them marrying each other. They at-
tended worship services together, served as
Deacons together and later served as Elders
together. When Smith broke his leg one year
in the Spring Jones plowed and planted his
crops. When Jones came down with pneu-
monia three years later Smith harvested
w2ySaQa ONRLI 6STF2NB
2 KSy {YAGKQAa 2ftRSai
prize steer at the county fair Jones was re-
sponsible for rounding up additional busi-
nesses to contribute to the prize money and
GKSY W2ySaQa RIdzZAKGISN INF R

KS KI N
azy o673

Ay3a aoOKz22f GKS {YAOGKQa ¢ SNI
the commencement. Holidays would find the

families together at one or the others house

with children and grandchildren running

FN2PdzyR SOSNE G6KSNB® LT GKS
LI NIeé GKS WwW2ySaQa ¢g2dz R o685
wW2ySaQa 0 KNEB g I AKAYRAZ e
(PRESEE 10 HEPRIN Onepthe SMINGMEY ¥ 2 Ny

away. That was the way it was today. The

{YAGKQAE YR (KS WwW2ySaQa g8

whole heaping portion of them and as would
be expected there was a spread set out on

(Continued on page 17)
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the tables, a feast fit for a king. There were
children running around, and there was
laughter, but not as much, no most of it was
forced in an effort to try and bear through
GKS LIKe&aAolf K dzNJi
wife had brought to this group. The funeral
was past, the tender words put forth were
gratefully received, and the comfort of no
tears or pain, of hope and peace still re-
mained in the hearts of all. Smith had been
receiving words of condolences all day and in
the days preceding the funeral and now as
the day closed the weight of loss was heavy
upon him. He quietly left the gathering mak-
ing his way onto the porch swing where he
and his wife had spent many an evening
watching the days of their lives together
close. Jones saw him leave and quietly went
out and joined him. No words, no hugs, no
touches to the arm or shoulder

he just sat quietly next to him.

hyS 27

{ YAGKQa! RINdAKS Sz

and Smith quietly turned his head and said,
atcKI Y]

2 KSy ¢S
the Romans regarding_the Christian transfor-

thoughts found in Romans 12:15. “Rejoice
with those who rejoice and weep with those
who weep.” Solomon expressed that in life
there is a time for everything. “..A time to
weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn
and a time to dance...” Eccl 3: 1-7 How is the
Christian in a practical sense to be different
from the world with regard to that which is
naturally found in mankind in general? Do
not all people rejoice and mourn in some
form or fashion?

As we come to a fuller understanding of
the nature of God this one aspect should be
glaringly obvious, with God it is all

about relationships. Found in

the%e §izl:egii;c:‘)j;s?-!‘i'p(:-‘s}{iiv?theI'trans—

formation pecting of his

them and after a while and time to laugh; a time to people. The world teaches us to

came out to inquire if all was
well. Jones lifted a worn and
weathered hand to stop her

mourn and a time to
RIyOSX¢

consider ourselves over the needs

|2¥9 66{(83{&03 ¢ KS

-902dzl YS | yR

speech and with the other qui- e 2 Wil always be separate from

etly placed a finger on his lips.

She sat down on the grass and said nothing.
One by one the family began to gather
around sitting down on the porch and yard
all looking towards the sun setting in the
West, each one receiving the same sign that
was first given, the upheld hand for quiet and
the brush of the finger against the lips. When
the sun had finally pasted the horizon they
began to quietly wander back into the house.
As darkness began to enclose the two old
men, sitting now alone, Jones got up to leave

God. To the Christian setting aside oneself
for service to God and for the benefit of oth-
ers makes us completely different than the
world.

Christ in his teachings continually put
F2NIK GKA&a YSaal3aSo
0Ke avk 1288
5:43-48x  awSiGdz2Ny 27
16:20-24. The Jews rejected Christ yet his
heart ached for them. Mt 23:37 Jesus wept
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when Mary spoke to him concerning the
death of her brother Lazarus. Jn 11:33-36
What comes to mind when we consider
[dz‘[éQé N£O2dZYGAY3
(')NJ@GKNJ@)/Q& NSI-C)G)\ZV
but the life she lived. Acts 9:32-43 All of
these examples and many others reveal the
lives we should lead.

If | am to walk as God would have me to
do, | must mature and develop in the rela-
tionship | have with God. | must live, see, do
and be as he is in his very nature.

In so doing why would | not as a child of
God pursue a heart of insight that would al-
low me to cultivate my awareness of those
around me who are continually engaged in
both times of rejoicing and mourning. As my
eyes are opened to the lives of others so also
will my heart be opened to respond in like
manner. As with Smith and Jones it is not a
matter of what we say rather it is simply
what we do and being able to do it in just the
right way.

Never payback
evil for evil

Jonathan Rodriguez

Romans 12:17-20

“Never pay back evil for evil to anyone
Respect what is right in the sight of all men.
If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at
peace with all men Never take your own re-

venge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath
of God, for it is written, ‘vengeance is mine, |
will repay,” says the Lord, ‘but if your enemy

2 Fis huggry,deedihinl and if ke i thirgty givei K S

iin2 & drink; Zaji in $oydging yoKBINGealR S I (i K =
burning coals on his head.’

For those who consider the Bible to be
outdated book, and whose guidance is for

Fy2G0KSNJ 3SYSNrdAzyszs (GKSe& O:
wrong! The passage in Romans, instead

AaK26a YlyQa RSaANB (G2 R2 KA
(KFy D2RQ&H wS@Sy3asd KIla f2y

lem since shortly after the beginning of the
world. Cain murdered his own brother, per-
haps in an attempt to get even with God for
disliking his offering. As time goes by this
problem has become even greater. Today,
we live in a self centered society, ruled by
GKS 2fR aSesS F2NJ Iy SesSsz |
G220K¢ flLgd hyS agA¥id G2 Ol
carry out its sentence. Road Rage has even
reached the point where an individual kills
another over a parking spot, or a disgruntled
employee murders those who have done
him wrong in the past! And such behavior
has infiltrated the family circle, schools and
undoubtedly the church of the Lord. Society
glorifies these types of behavior, television
shows are dedicated to the confrontation of
relatives, spouses, and individuals. As Chris-
tians we should be careful to not get caught
up in this type of behavior, instead we are
encouraged to act differently and even go
beyond.

Paul writes in vs.17-M y Bepayino one evil
for evil, but give thought to do what is honor-

(Continued on page 19)
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able in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it
depends on you, be at peace with all men.”
We must remember that, “Our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms.” Eph 6:12 The world forgives, but
R2Say Qi F2NBSG® !

will be mistreated without reason or justifi-
cation. We are not to let insignificant worldly
struggles turn our hearts from the will of
God; and be like the unmerciful servant who
was incapable of forgiving a debt, which was
considerately smaller than the
one he owed. Imagine our situa-
tion today, if God would remem-

Give thought to do

to promote it, by living ourselves peaceably
and quietly, in all godliness and honesty. We
should live peaceably with our very enemies,
"if possible"; which is rightly put, for there
are some persons of such tempers and dispo-
sitions, that it is impossible to live peaceably
with them; for when others are for peace,
they are for war. The apostle Paul adds an-

& @h¥r Simithtianiof/this rule,y so BrdaiNil dé- A F S

pends on you”; for more than this is not re-
quired of us; nothing should be wanting on
our parts; every step should be taken to cul-
tivate and maintain peace.

Another warning is given,
“Never take your own revenge”
rather, we are to make room
for the wrath of God, “It is a

ber our transgressions? Christ, our  what is honorable in  fearful thing to fall into the

Lord, bore an undeserved cross

. _ the sight of all. hands of the living God.” Heb
for the forgiveness of our sins! 10:31 This sometimes is easier
And because of this sacrifice, our Rom 12 :17 said than done! Its human na-

sins are remembered no more!

ture to react to adverse situa-
We are to, “if possible, so far as it — tions; take a look at reaction of

depends on you, be at peace with all men”
This being with those that we are immedi-
ately concerned with; so husbands should
live peaceably with their wives, and wives
with their husbands; parents with their chil-
dren, and children with their parents; mas-
ters with their servants, and servants with
their masters. And so we are to be at peace
with all members of the body of Christ,
( 1 Thes 5:13 ); peace should rule in our
hearts,( Col 3:15 ). In a civil sense; Christians
should live peaceably in the neighborhood,
towns, cities, and countries, where we dwell,
and show ourselves to be the quiet in the
land. We should pray for the peace of the
place where we are; and do all that we can

one when Jesus was arrested (Matthew
26:51) We need to remember, that there is a
great day coming, a day of joy for us, but a
dreadful day for many! The Lord comes for
vengeance on all those who rejected Him.

In the meanwhile we are to be like that
good Samaritan, and care for even those that
seek our harm. What do you think was the
WSGAAK YIyQa
who rescued him? Surely, his opinion to-
wards Samaritans changed. Likewise, our
enemies, and others will see that we are dif-
ferent, that we are truly children of God, and
in doing so, we have conquered evil with
good.
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Romans 12
Aileen Fancher

Giving the best that | have
My soul, body and mind
YYy26Ay3d D2RQa
Seeking what we find

One body with many members
Members of one another
Using our talents
Each and every brother

Some are edifying
Others are teaching
Some are preaching

While others are leading

We all love earnestly
With brotherly love
We love one other

This comes from above

Live peaceably as we can
Have preference with one another
Being given to hospitality
Continuing in prayer

Hate what is evil
Cling to what is good
Repay not evil with evil
Overcome evil with good

Right Relationships Mean
Right Living
In all of his letters, Paul concluded
with a list of practical duties that were
JPHEE & Qhé Moptrjhes he had dis-
cussed. In the Christian life, doctrine
and duty always go together. What
we believe helps to determine how
we behave. It is not enough for us to
understand Paul's doctrinal explana-
tions. We must translate our learning
into living and show by our daily lives
that we trust God's Word.

The key idea in Romans 12 is rela-
tionships. If we have a right relation-
ship to God, we will have a right rela-
tionship to the people who are a part
of our lives. "If a man say, | love God,
and hateth his brother, he is a liar"
1Jn 4:20

Thoughts from
The Bible Exposition Commentary




