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This issue focuses on the family.  Families truly 
are  God’s special blessing — there is no place like 
home where the heart is.  The Psalmist said, “Like ar-
rows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of 
one's youth.  How blessed is the man whose quiver is 
full of them.”   Psa 127:4-5  Children and grandchil-
dren are special!  Many of the articles in this issue 
focus on parent/child relationships, but principles are 
addressed to guide other  family relationships as well: 
husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, grandpar-
ents and grand children, aunts and uncles, cousins, 
etc.  These relationships represent the fabric of life 
which our loving God has provided to sustain us, and 
enfold us with love and that vital sense of belonging.  
This essential fabric of life must be sustained with 
loving care and carefully mended from time to time. 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth – and families.   “And God created man in 
His own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. And God blessed 
them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth, and subdue it.’”  Gen 1:27-28  Thus 
from the beginning our Creator established families 
as the basic building blocks of society, they are God’s 
designated entity to nurture our children and support 
our physical and emotional needs.  

The Bible uses the term “family or families” fre-
quently, especially in the Old Testament (occurring 
over 300 times in the NASB).  Even though God estab-
lished the first family with Adam and Eve, the specific 
use of the term “family” wasn’t introduced for hun-
dreds of years, until after the flood in the days of No-
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ah. “So Noah went out, and his sons and his 
wife and his sons' wives with him.  Every 
beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, 
everything that moves on the earth, went out 
by their families from the ark.”  Gen 8:18-19  
We see in this reading that in addition to 
Noah and his family, even the animals left 
the ark by families.  You remember the 
promises made to Abram in Gen 12, but note 
carefully how the prophecy about Jesus is 
phrased,    “. . . in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed." Gen 12:3  He could 
have said something like, “in you every per-
son on earth shall be blessed, but instead He 
chose to focus on families.  The Psalmist 
wrote, “Ascribe to the Lord , O families of 
the peoples, ascribe to the Lord  glory and 
strength.”  Psa 96:7 

In conjunction with giving the Old Law, 
the Lord continued to place great emphasis 
on families.  When Israel was to be num-
bered, God said,      "Take a census of all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel, by their 
families . . .” Num 1:2  When they entered 
the Promised Land they were commanded 
to, “inherit the land by lot according to your 
families; to the larger you shall give more 
inheritance, and to the smaller you shall give 
less inheritance.”  Num 33:54 

In addition to establishing families, God 
also provided guidance and principles to gov-
ern relationships within and between fami-
lies.  When God gave the Ten command-
ments to Moses, the first interpersonal rela-
tionship command was, “Honor your father 
and your mother, that your days may be pro-
longed in the land which the Lord  your God 
gives you.” Ex 20:12  Paul tells us that this 
was the first command with a promise (Eph 

6:2).  Paul also wrote, “Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is right . . . and 
fathers, do not provoke your children to an-
ger; but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.”  Eph 6:1-4  In addi-

tion it was Paul who wrote, “I bow my knees 
before the Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name”  Eph 
3:14-15  You can see the importance God 
places on families from His continued em-
phasis on them in the Scriptures. 

Each of the following articles centers 
around  a particular biblical family and seeks 
not only to review the story of that  family, 
but more importantly to illustrate specific 
biblical principles that were followed or ig-
nored in that family.  We’ve tried to use the-
se families to illustrate the outcome of suc-
cessfully or unsuccessfully teaching and fol-
lowing these  biblical principles— with the 
objective of illustrating how we might apply 
these principles in our own family life.   

Noah’s Family  

Ron Gray 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and all its full-
ness, the world and those who dwell therein.” 
Psa. 24:1  This verse paints a beautiful pic-
ture of our God and His relationship with all 
who dwell on the earth. However, reciproca-
tion, throughout the ages, toward God’s love 
for mankind has been rare. This is true today 
as in times past. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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When God had determined to put an 
end to the depraved inhabitants of the 
earth, He instructed Noah to prepare an ark 
to save his family from that destruction. 
This took a great deal of faith on Noah’s 
part. From man’s perspective, it appeared 
that God: did not exist, no longer cared 
what man did, or had totally lost control 
over man. However, Noah was unshaken in 
his walk with God. 

    Noah demonstrated faith and hope to 
ALL of his family by hearing the Lord and 
doing “all that God commanded him.” Gen. 

6:22 This demonstration of the 
faith that Noah already pos-
sessed along with the obedience 
to God’s new plan, was present 
for all to see.  Along with those 
sinful neighbors, there were sev-
eral members of Noah’s own 
family. Noah’s father Lamech 
lived throughout most of the 
building of the ark. His grandfa-
ther Methuselah apparently died 
at the time of the flood. Noah 
also had brothers, sisters, uncles 
and aunts (and possibly cousins, 

nieces and nephews). 

Noah had patience. He was a “preacher 
of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5) and even 
though God Himself had warned Noah of 
things that would take place (Heb. 11:7), his 
listeners had no desire to heed his words. 
He patiently endured whatever mocking 
came his way as he built a boat on dry land. 
It is very likely that it had never rained be-
fore the flood; therefore, those who heard 

(Continued on page 4) 

The inhabitants of this earth in Noah’s 
time had fallen far from where they should 
have been. “The earth also was corrupt be-
fore God, and the earth was filled with vio-
lence. So God looked upon the earth, and 
indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had cor-
rupted their way on the earth.” Gen. 6:11-12 
Upon seeing the wickedness of man, God 
was sorry that He had made man and was 
grieved in His heart. His indictment of man-
kind is clear in Genesis 6:5, “...every intent of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil con-
tinually.” 

God’s heart grieved for man-
kind. But, the heart of man cast 
God aside and pursued evil. There 
in the midst of all of this was Noah, 
a rose among the thorns. Noah is 
described as “a just man, perfect in 
his generations. Noah walked with 
God.” Gen. 6:9 

During this chaotic era, Noah 
and his wife had three sons. As a 
Godly man, Noah had concern for 
the worldly influences that were 
reaching out to ensnare his chil-
dren. It appears that this was the time that 
God had decided to destroy mankind from 
the earth. Perhaps this was, in part, an an-
swer to Noah’s prayers for his innocent chil-
dren.  

Children are influenced by everything 
that they see and hear. Knowing this, Noah 
trained and guided his three sons to follow 
the Lord rather than to follow the path of 
destruction that his neighbors had chosen. 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from 
it.” Prov. 22:6 



 

Noah were skeptical of his warning.  

Noah showed his family endurance. The 
ark was not like the children’s illustrations 
that we so often see. It is usually depicted as 
a tug-boat sized craft with a giraffe’s head 
protruding out for lack of space. In fact, it 
had over 100,000 square feet of interior 
floor space (almost 2½ acres!). This amazing 
feat of shipbuilding was accomplished one 
timber at a time, by Noah and family, while 
God waited patiently for him to finish. It is 
possible that the construction of the ark took 
100 years from start to finish. During this 
time, Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their 
wives had to endure continual ungodliness, 
violence, and evil around them as they 
worked to complete the project. “...Do not 
grow weary in doing good.” 2 Ths 3:13 

God would save them from the destruc-
tion of all mankind, but that salvation re-
quired faith and obedience from each of 
them. They had to follow God’s plan exactly 
or they would be lost. A small raft or boat 
would have been easier to construct and 
would have lifted them up from doom, but 
without food and shelter, it would have been 
futile. “By faith Noah...moved with godly 
fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his 
household...” Heb. 11:7 

The determination of Noah was on dis-
play for all to see. Even though all the people 
of the earth disagreed with him, he was de-
termined to follow God. Peer pressure, even 
from members of his own family, must have 
been extremely strong. His extended family 
was probably quite large. The family of No-
ah’s wife and the families of his three daugh-
ters-in-law were obviously “not on board” 
with Noah, neither literally nor figuratively. 

The thought of leaving each one of those 
family members behind to perish in the flood 
must have been heartbreaking. Because “the 
Lord shut him in,” sealing the door, there was 
no chance that even the love for errant fami-
ly members could transcend the will of God. 
Any feeble cries for a last minute “salvation” 
could not be heeded. These sinners had near-
ly a century in which to heed Noah’s call. 
There would be no carrying of sin to the oth-
er side. 

Noah taught his children to have strong 
confidence in the Lord’s promises and in His 
ability to deliver on those promises. The fam-
ily of eight was safe and sound in the ark on 
water so deep that it covered the mountain 
tops. But, their faith had to continue to be 
strong. How long could a family survive, drift-
ing upon the waters with a finite food supply 
and no place to land? Even if the ship settled 
on dry ground what would be left to sustain 
eight people? Only the Lord had these an-
swers and Noah was content to trust in Him 
for His providence.  

God’s promise was fulfilled. After over a 
year in the ark Noah and his family disem-
barked into a renewed world which had been 
swept clean by the flood. No sign of the van-
quished sinners remained. Noah had become 
a “new Adam.” He taught his children by his 
word and deed to have faith, hope and confi-
dence in the Lord, patience, endurance, de-
termination, and true obedience. All of us are 
his children. Let us as parents and descend-
ants of righteous Noah, teach our children 
these same virtues. 
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Jacob made a terrible mistake in showing 
favoritism towards Joseph.  In Genesis 37:3 
we read: “Now Israel loved Joseph more than 
any other of his sons, because he was the son 
of his old age. And he made him a robe of 
many colors.”  The statement that Jacob 
loved Joseph more than his brothers 
“because he was the son of his old age” is a 
little problematic.  The chronology of the 
events of Jacob’s life in Canaan are not com-
pletely clear (people of the ancient world did 
not always follow the same pattern of histor-
ical writing which is common today).  It is 
possible that Benjamin had not yet been 
born when Joseph was given the special 
coat.  Another possible explanation is that 

although Benjamin had been 
born, he was not yet old 
enough for Jacob to count him 
as a son in the same sense that 
he was counting Joseph (who 
was 17 at this time).  Whatever 
may be the case, it is clear that 
Jacob showed a much higher 
regard for Joseph than he did 
for his other sons, even his 
firstborn son Reuben. 

   Jacob made his favor known 
to all by giving Joseph a special 

garment, a “robe of many colors.”  The He-
brew term here is ketonet passim, which has 
a meaning which is not entirely clear to us 
today.  Instead of a “robe of many colors”, 
the term could mean a “robe with long 
sleeves”.  This same term is used in 2 Samuel 
13:18, and referred to a garment worn by 
the king’s daughters.  Whether it was a  
“robe of many colors” or a “robe with long 

(Continued on page 6) 

Jacob’s Family 

Steven D. Baxley 

The story of Jacob and his family is one 
which has many lessons for us today.  From 
the Genesis (29-38) account, we learn that 
Jacob’s family was one that had conflict with 
people outside of the family.  There was also 
quite a lot of conflict among the members of 
this family as well.  One of those problems 
which this family had was one that was 
probably not uncommon at the time, and 
unfortunately, is still a problem for many 
families today: the display of favoritism of 
the parents for one child over the others.  
Specifically, Jacob was guilty of favoring one 
son over his brothers. 

The roots of this conflict 
lie in the fact that Jacob had 
two wives (Leah and Rachel) 
and two concubines (Bilhah 
and Zilpah).  These four wom-
en bore him twelve sons and 
one daughter.  However, there 
was a clear difference be-
tween how Jacob felt towards 
these women.  Rachel was the 
wife whom he loved, whereas 
Leah was the wife given to him 
through the deceit of her father Laban.  
There is no indication whatsoever as to what 
emotional connection Jacob might have had 
with the two concubines. 

Rachel bore to Jacob his favored son 
Joseph.  Joseph was the eleventh son, and 
was followed only by his younger brother 
Benjamin, who apparently was born quite a 
few years after him.  Rachel died while giving 
birth to Benjamin. 



 

sleeves”, it was definitely a garment that was 
meant to distinguish the wearer.  Jacob gave 
this kind of a coat to Joseph while not be-
stowing a similar gift of honor on his other 
sons. 

As a result, Joseph’s brothers hated him 
and “could not speak peacefully to him.” Gen 
37:4  The stage has been set for a growing 
animosity on the part of the ten brothers 
against Joseph.  Three other things are men-
tioned which helped to create the hostile 
home environment.  Joseph apparently had 
been what might be called a “tattle-tale.”  
Genesis 37:2 records that Joseph had been 
pasturing the flocks with his brothers and 
had brought a “bad report” about them back 
to Jacob.  The other two things were the 
dreams that Joseph dreamed, in which the 
sheaves bowed down to the one sheaf and 
the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed 
down to Joseph.  One can almost picture the 
excited teenager Joseph recounting the 
dreams, while his brothers seethe with ha-
tred and jealousy.  Of course, none of those 
concerned could realize at the time how 
those dreams would be fulfilled many years 
later in Egypt. 

The end result of the hatred that Jo-
seph’s brothers had for him was that they 
sold him into slavery.  Their original plan had 
been to kill him, but Reuben intervened on 
his behalf, intending to return him to Jacob 
alive (Gen 37:18-22). 

This story serves as a warning to the dan-
ger of showing favoritism among our chil-
dren.  Jacob’s favoritism was very clearly 
seen, not only by the brothers, but apparent-
ly by Joseph himself.  As this situation contin-
ued (and it must surely have had its roots 

even before Jacob gave Joseph the special 
coat), the hatred that Joseph’s brothers felt 
towards him only deepened as time went on. 

It can be very difficult to not show favor-
itism to one or another of one’s children.  
The truth is that there are many factors that 
can help create an environment which can 
lead to favoritism.  Polygamy (Jacob’s case) 
probably isn’t one of them in our society to-
day.  But, its modern equivalent might very 
well be in the case of step-children vs. bio-
logical children.  Sometimes a man (or wom-
an) will adopt their spouse’s children from a 
previous marriage, and then the new mar-
ried couple will subsequently have children 
together.  The children born to the new mar-
riage may end up being loved more, favored, 
or treated better by the step-father or step-
mother.  This is a situation that step-parents 
should actively seek to avoid, and should be 
aware of the possibility of it happening, even 
if subconsciously. 

Another danger that many parents face 
can occur when a married couple might favor 
the only boy out of several girls, or the only 
girl out of several boys.  This can happen 
with oldest children, and conversely with 
youngest children.  Sometimes these factors 
can combine. 

Sometimes an individual child is favored 
because he or she shares more in common 
with either the father or the mother.  An ath-
letic father might favor a son who likes to 
play sports over a son who prefers to read 
books.  Of course, the opposite is true too.  A 
book-reading father might favor a book-
reading son over a son who prefers physical 

(Continued on page 7) 
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activities.  This seems to be more of an issue 
for fathers to be aware of and to watch for 
than it is with mothers, but mothers are not 
immune to this danger.  

Let us as parents never cease to examine 
our own actions and attitudes, and make a 
conscious effort not to make the same mis-
take that Jacob did in showing favoritism 
among his children.  The results of this favor-
itism were devastating in the short term, 
even if God used them ultimately to work 
out His plan.  Let us avoid this, and thus 
avoid the conflict, hatred, jealousy (and per-
haps even worse ) that can result from it.  

 

 

just as God commanded in the beginning 
through Adam, “For this cause a man shall 
leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife; and they shall become one 
flesh.”  Gen 2:24  And from the results evi-
dent in their children, this family appears to 
have faithfully served  the Lord in the im-
mense tribulation of Egyptian bondage. 

Little is recorded about Amram and 
Jochebed themselves, but much is recorded 
about their children. Jesus once said,  “Every 
tree is known by its own fruit.” Lu 6:44a   

The first child born into this family was a 
girl.  As the stereotypical older child, Miriam 
appears to have been an assertive, trustwor-
thy child, brimming with confidence who 
would help tend her two younger brothers.  
Probably as a young teenager, it was she who 
watched over her baby brother and engaged 
with royal family members to secure his res-
cue from certain death.  (Ex 2:1-7) 

Several years after Miriam was born, the 
family was blessed with the birth of their first 
son.  Little is recorded about Aaron’s early 
years, but when introduced to him as an 
adult, we find him coming to visit his younger 
brother.  He is responding to God’s call (Ex 
4:27), and joins with his younger brother to 
confront Pharaoh to seek the release of 
God’s people from Egyptian bondage.  Aaron 
becomes the spokesman for his brother and 
faithfully labors as his assistant.   

Approximately three more years elapsed 
before the final son was born to Amram and 
Jochebed.  By the time of his birth, condi-
tions had gone from bad to worse for the 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Amram’s  Family 

    Phil Lumpkin 

“Now a man from the house of Levi went 
and married a daughter of Levi.”  Ex 2:1  
With this simple verse we’re first introduced 
to a family who chose to honor God in times 
of great tribulation and despite seemingly 
impossible circumstances they raised up 
three righteous and influential children who 
would greatly impact the emerging nation of 
Israel.  Amram and his wife Jochebed were 
both descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.  Jacob was Jochebed’s grandfather 
and Amram’s great grandfather.  Yes, in ad-
dition to being from the same tribe, Amram 
actually married his aunt Jochebed. (Ex 6:20)  
We initially meet them as they come togeth-
er as husband and wife to form a new family 



 

Israelite slaves.  The Egyptians had grown 
fearful of God’s people and “made their lives 
bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks 
and at all kinds of labor in the field, all their 
labors which they rigorously imposed on 
them.”  Ex 1:14  Pharaoh had also decreed 
that all baby boys should be killed at birth; 
thankfully the midwives feared God and re-
fused to carry out such draconian measures.  
Into this environment Moses was born.  Per-
haps led by the Spirit, his parents sensed the 
potential of this son and they defied Phar-
aoh’s edict.  Exodus 2:2b-3 says that his 
mother, “hid him for three months, but when 
she could hide him no longer, she got him a 
wicker basket and covered it over with tar 
and pitch. Then she put the 
child into it, and set it among 
the reeds by the bank of the 
Nile.”   Hebrews 11:23 provides 
additional insight into the moti-
vation of Amram and Jochebed, 
“By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hidden for three 
months by his parents, because 
they saw he was a beautiful 
child; and they were not afraid 
of the king's edict.”  Of course 
we know the outcome of 
events, Moses was discovered by Pharaoh’s 
daughter and adopted as her royal son, with 
his own mother serving as his nurse and nan-
ny.   

Can you begin to see God working in the 
lives of this humble, yet remarkable family to 
accomplish His will?  One of the remarkable 
lessons particularly evident in the Old Testa-
ment is that God always accomplishes what 
He plans.  When biblical characters and fami-

Page 8 

lies humbly submitted themselves to the will 
of God, He accomplished His great works 
through them and in turn blessed them for 
their faithful obedience. 

The Scriptures focus on God’s purpose 
carried out through Moses, but also speak to 
the influence and contribution of his parents 
and siblings.   Micah 6:4 reads, “Indeed, I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt and 
ransomed you from the house of slavery, and 
I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.”  
Note that God sent not just one or two, but 
all of Amram and Jochebed’s children.  They 
each had a special leadership role in God’s 
plan to deliver Israel.  After the miraculous 

crossing of the Red Sea, Mo-
ses and the sons of Israel sang 
a song of praise and thanks-
giving to God (Ex 15:1-18).  
Then, “Miriam the prophetess, 
Aaron's sister, took the timbrel 
in her hand, and all the wom-
en went out after her with 
timbrels and with dancing.  
And Miriam answered them, 
‘Sing to the Lord , for He is 
highly exalted; the horse and 
his rider He has hurled into the 

sea.’”   Ex 15:20-21   

We’re probably more familiar with Aa-
ron.  In addition to serving as Moses’ spokes-
man, he was also chosen to serve as Israel’s 
first High Priest.  Ironically, prior to his priest-
hood we’re given a glimpse of Aaron’s weak 
character and inadequate leadership quali-
ties when he is entrusted to  watch over  the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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people while Moses goes up Mount Sinai to 
receive the Ten Commandments.  Up to this 
point Aaron had stood capably beside his 
brother and should have been able to faith-
fully carry out this responsibility. Unfortu-
nately  Aaron was unable to stand up to the 
whims of the people.  He didn’t take a stand 
for God and His holiness, but bowed to the 
people’s desire for idolatrous worship by 
crafting the golden calf; even building an 
altar to worship it.  (Ex 32) 

Unfortunately, Moses’ older siblings en-
vied his special leadership role and were 
jealous of his unique relationship with God.  
When God first spoke to Moses in the wil-
derness He made it clear who He had select-
ed to be the supreme leader of the Israelites. 
In reference to Aaron, God said, “he shall be 
as a mouth for you, and you shall be as God 
to him.”  Ex 4:16b  Things seemingly came to 
a head as recorded in Numbers 12 after Mo-
ses married a Cushite woman.  Verse 2 
reads, “they said, ‘has the Lord  indeed spo-
ken only through Moses? Has He not spoken 
through us as well?’”  If Amram and 
Jochebed had heard this, I suspect they 
would have pulled their hair and called for a 
family meeting with their adult children.  
Instead, the Lord Himself calls out all three 
siblings to the tabernacle, then tells Miriam 
and Aaron to step forward.   (You can tell 
that this isn’t going to turn out well for 
them.)  God said He speaks to prophets in 
visions and dreams, but to Moses He speaks 
plainly and face to face, “Why then were you 
not afraid to speak against My servant, 
against Moses?"  Num 12:8  Miriam perhaps 
bore the greater responsibility and was 
stricken with leprosy.   

Manoah’s Family 

Debra Sweet 

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I conse-
crated you; I have appointed you a 
prophet to the nations."  Jer 1:5 

Each one of us is known to God in this 
special and intimate way.  Samson was cho-
sen by God to be a judge and to begin to 
save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.  

(Continued on page 10) 

The Scriptures don’t describe Amram and 
Jochebed’s children as sinless or without 
flaws; indeed the shortcomings of this special 
family are spelled out for us to plainly see.  
Yet in spite of their weaknesses, each family 
member strove to serve God.  They stood up 
for each other and they begged for for-
giveness  when they sinned.  For instance 
when Miriam was stricken with leprosy , Aa-
ron begged Moses for forgiveness and to in-
tercede with God on her behalf.  Moses in 
turn implored, “O God, heal her I pray.” Num 
12:13 

Like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, by faith 
Amram and Jochebed trusted in God and 
yielded themselves and their family to God’s 
service, and they taught their children to do 
the same.  They didn’t enter the promised 
land, nor did any of their children.  But 
through them God delivered His people from 
slavery and built them into a mighty nation 
through whom all the earth would eventually 
be blessed. 
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the vineyards of Timnah.  Note that he was 
in a vineyard (a Nazirite who could eat or 
drink no grape) and wasn’t with his father 
and mother.  While in the vineyard, a young 
lion roared at him and “the spirit of the Lord 
came upon him” and he tore the lion into 
pieces.  Samson continued on his way to 
meet the woman, and after his meeting, he 
passed by the lion which had a swarm of 
bees and honey.  Remember that a Nazirite 
wasn’t to touch an unclean animal and Sam-
son had not only killed the lion but he took 
his hands and scooped out the honey and 
ate it!  He not only ate the honey himself, 

but took enough to share 
with his parents!  Samson 
chose not to tell his parents 
and allowed them to eat, de-
ceiving them on the honey’s 
origin. (Judges 14:8-9) 

   Samson’s parents must have 
agonized over the choices 
that their only son was mak-
ing.  The consequences of 
Samson’s choices were grave. 

Samson used his gift of great strength in in-
appropriate ways, showing off and wagering 
in an arrogant manner.  His transgressions 
were repeated and he continued to receive 
the consequences of his sins:  the death of 
his father-in-law and wife as he taught the 
lessons to the Philistines and even his own 
death as he avenged the plucking out of his 
eyes!  In Judges 16:28, Samson prayed "O 
Lord God, please remember me and please 
strengthen me just this time, O God, that I 
may at once be avenged of the Philistines for 

(Continued on page 11) 

(Judg 13:5)  His parents, Manoah and his 
wife were chosen to parent this child for 
whom the Lord had great plans.  This couple 
made plans for Samson as parents do for 
their children today. No doubt they sat to-
gether and wondered about how Samson 
would grow and dreamed of the man he 
would become.  We know the two of them 
prayed to God asking for guidance.  In Judges 
13:8, Manoah asked, “Teach us what to do 
with the child who will be born.”   Manoah 
and his wife were visited by an angel and 
given specific guidelines for the pregnancy 
and child rearing years!  When reading the 
account of Samson’s early 
years in Judges 13, you can 
see that his parents were 
godly, prayerful parents.  We 
even read in verse 24 that the 
Lord blessed Samson.  So…
what happened? 

I believe the pull of the 
world and an underlying 
selfish attitude attributed to 
his downfall.  In Judges 14, 
we read of Samson wanting a wife from a 
group of people who lived in the wine coun-
try.  Samson had been raised as a Nazirite 
which prohibited any form of grape!  He 
shouldn’t have even gone into that area.   
His parents cautioned him just as we caution 
our children against going into undesirable 
areas.  But, he exhibited a strong desire for 
the woman who pleased him.  Could Samson 
have been a strong willed child? 

Samson had great physical strength but 
obviously not great moral or emotional 
strength.  On his way to take the woman he 
desired in the foreign land, he walked into 
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in worldly places (vineyard) and being with 
the wrong people (Philistines).  We should 
emphasize honesty (deceit of honey) and 
following the Bible (unclean lion).  Above all, 
we should teach that everything should be 
done for God’s glory! 

my two eyes."  We see that Samson is plead-
ing to God for one more chance, asking for 
strength to avenge the Philistines for himself 
and not for the glory of God.  His parents 
must have sorted through many scenarios as 
to why their boy was behaving in this man-
ner! 

   We can learn from the experiences of 
Manoah’s family as we watch our own or 
others’ children mature to adults.  Our dili-
gent efforts to raise our children to be un-
selfish, godly people may unfortunately re-
sult in their own wills dominating and guiding 
themselves to lives of sin.  Their own 
strengths, as Samson found, can be their de-
mise.  We all need to remember to keep God 
as our superior priority!  We need to be hon-
est with ourselves and make sure that His will 
and not ours is our focus. 

There are obviously no guarantees when 
raising children!  Even this man, chosen by 
God and given the gift of great strength, 
raised by parents intent on doing the right 
thing could not insure a positive product!  I’m 
sure the “Manoah’s” asked themselves many 
questions, “What could we have done differ-
ently?”, “Should we have found a different 
school, or play group?”  The scenarios could 
be endless! The “Manoahs” may well have 
done everything right and yet Samson’s 
strong will prevailed.  We can second guess 
this situation and others all day long and will 
never know for certain the reasons.  We are 
given this example, by the Lord, and should 
use it to help us as we raise our children.  
What can we learn?  We should plan for our 
children and be prayerful and diligent in fol-
lowing Biblical guidelines.  We should teach 
this lesson as one that cautions against being 

Elkanah’s Family 

Pat Lumpkin 

 Standing Firm in Difficult Situations 

1 Samuel 1-2 

Life situations may not turn out as we 
expected and we may find ourselves in cir-
cumstances not of our own choosing. What 
do we do?  We do just as Hannah did.  We 
put our hope and trust in God.  Jesus said if a 
child asks a father for bread he will not be 
given a stone, and if he asks for a fish he will 
not be given a snake.  God is our Father and 
he will give good things to those who ask 
Him. (Mt 7: 9-11) 

We first encounter Elkanah and Hannah 
when Israel is in desperate need of a great 
leader.  It is a time when every man is doing 
what is right in his own sight and leaving God 
out of their line of vision. (Jud 17:6) Elkanah 
was from the tribe of Levi and lived in the 
mountains of Ephraim near Ramathaim 
Zophim. (1 Chr 6: 16-28) It would have been 
a couple days walk from Ramah to Shiloh for 
a family. All Israelite men were required to 
attend three annual feasts.  (Deut 16:16)  

(Continued on page 12) 
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Elkanah, being a Levite would know this law 
and it would be part of his life. 

As our story unfolds we see a family who 
is preparing to go to Shiloh to worship and 
offer sacrifices to God.  Elkanah, as head of 
the household takes on the responsibility to 
prepare his family for worship. Elkanah’s 
family was not the typical family we see to-
day because he had two wives, Hannah and 
Peninnah. Although Elkanah was a good man 
and taught his family about God he had SIN 
in his own life and it brought friction and 
grief to his family. In this time period God 
allowed men to have more than one wife, 
especially if one wife was childless.  (From 
the beginning of creation God’s pattern was 
for monogamous marriages. 
Gen. 2:18-24, Mt. 19:4-5) The 
practice of bigamy led to bad 
feelings between the wives 
and most surely would have 
caused any household not to 
run smoothly or peacefully.  In 
1 Sam. 1:5-7 we are told that 
Elkanah loved Hannah and 
showed favoritism to her even 
though she had no children.  
This caused Peninnah to be 
unkind to Hannah and to 
make fun of her because of 
her inability to have children. Hannah had a 
deep desire to have children and was grieved 
in her heart.  Over the years Hannah’s home 
environment became very difficult for her to 
bear, but not one time does the scripture 
mention that Hannah retaliated or was un-
kind to Peninnah or Elkanah. What a wonder-
ful example of the kind of attitude God de-
sires us to develop. 

Constant family conflict can tear us away 
from our service to God.  Not Hannah!  The 
Lord was the One to whom she turned to 
plead her case.  Despite the bitter anguish 
Hannah suffered because of her childlessness 
and her unhappy home environment, she 
never blamed God. She remained faithful 
and served Him with a grateful attitude.  She 
took her case straight to God and  He heard 
her plea. She poured out her heart to God 
without speaking a word and made a vow to 
God that if He blessed her with a male child 
she would give him back to the Lord all the 
days of his life. (1 Sam. 1:11) Eli the priest 
saw Hannah at the Tabernacle and thought 
she was drunk because her lips moved but 

nothing came from her mouth 
even though she had just 
poured out her heart to God 
and found refuge in His arms.  
Hannah said, “No my lord, I am 
a woman of sorrowful spirit and 
have drunk neither wine nor 
intoxicating drink.”  1 Sam 1:15  
Eli believed Hannah and told 
her to go in peace and that may 
the Lord grant her petition.  
God did bless Hannah and a son 
was born to her and Elkanah 
and they called him Samuel, 

which means “asked of the Lord.” 

     Hannah didn’t return to Shiloh the 
next year as she stayed home with Samuel 
and began his preparation and training to 
serve the Lord. When Samuel was weaned 
and old enough, Hannah kept her promise 
(vow) and took him to Shiloh along with her 

(Continued on page 13) 



 

offerings to God.   There she told Eli the 
priest that she was the woman who had 
prayed for a child earlier and was bringing 
him to the Tabernacle to serve the Lord as 
long as he lived. After they had worshiped 
the Lord, Hannah prayed a prayer of Thanks-
giving and Praise (1 Sam 2) unto the Lord.  
Elkanah and Hannah returned to their home 
in Ramah.  God later blessed Hannah and 
Elkanah with five other children. In 1 Samuel 
2:21 we read that Samuel continued to grow 
before the Lord while living in the Tabernac-
le.  

From a parent’s perspective it would 
take a great amount of courage, and a tre-
mendous amount of faith and trust in God to 
take our young child and drop him off with 
someone you hardly knew, knowing you 
would only see him once a year. But that is 
exactly what Hannah and Elkanah did. The 
text doesn’t tell us how old Samuel was 
when they took him to live at the Tabernacle 
but we know that he had to be old enough 
to take care of his own physical needs and to 
help Eli. No matter how old Samuel was it 
would have been difficult to part from him, 
but Hannah didn’t make excuses or break 
her vow.  She had prepared him for a life of 
service to God and had faith that God would 
watch over him. When I think of Hannah 
leaving Samuel at the Tabernacle in a pollut-
ed atmosphere with the sons of Eli (1 Sam 
2:22-24) and the inadequacies of old Eli, I 
have to compare it to sending our Kindergar-
teners off to school unprepared to deal with 
a worldly environment.  It tells me how very 
important it is to teach our children while 
they are young and give them the firm foun-
dation of God’s Word. Hannah loved her son 
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Eli’s Family 

Russ Ward 

Righteous Judgment of Family 

As I continue to move into the latter 
years of my life as a father, I have a much 
clearer understanding of what many men in 
the scripture have faced with regard to their 
family. While the family is intact and under 
one’s household the responsibility of par-
enting and mentoring, even though difficult 
at times, is afforded the ability of greater 
control and direction than when members of 
a household leave to forge out on their own. 

(Continued on page 14) 

enough to prepare him for a life of service to 
God and we can be sure she remembered 
him in her daily prayers and we know from 
the scriptures she visited him and made him 
a new coat each year. (1 Sam 2:18)   

In today’s society and even in the church 
we see many broken homes, single parent 
families, and dysfunctional families, largely 
due to self gratification and doing what 
makes us feel good — again leaving God out 
of the equation just like the children of Israel 
did. We need to be more like Hannah, to 
stand strong in times of conflict and adversi-
ty, have a sacrificial heart, be generous and 
give God the glory for all our blessings, espe-
cially our children.  Take a moment to read 
Hannah’s prayer in 1 Sam. 2: 1-10, especially 
verse 9.  “He will guard the feet of His saints, 
But the wicked shall be silent in darkness.” 



 

The relationship between parent and child 
takes on a new dimension and bonds will 
either grow as a measure of respect or they 
will deteriorate and fade as a measure of 
indifference or disrespect for what was pro-
vided in nurturing and instruction in the 
formative years. Even the family whose pri-
mary focus is on God is not spared this tran-
sition. 

Eli was a righteous and just man and as 
his sons matured they began to fill the roles 
that were laid out for them as his sons, yet 
Eli’s sons bore no resemblance to the right-
eousness shown by Eli in his service to Jeho-
vah and to the children of Israel. (I Sam 2:12) 
Eli’s sons perverted judgment, despised  the 
sacrifices of Jehovah in disobedience to the 
law through thievery and force, 
and angered Jehovah with their 
wanton sexual behavior with the 
women who served in the door-
way of the tent of meeting. (I 
Sam 2:13-17, 22) All of this was 
known throughout Israel and 
was made known to Eli. 

Eli confronted his children, 
confirmed the reports that were 
being circulated, and appealed 
to their knowledge of Jehovah 
and yet they would not listen to the voice of 
their Father, nor to the voice of their God. (I 
Sam 2:23-24) The judgment of God for these 
actions by Law was known to Eli. Scripture 
tells us that even Jehovah Himself made it 
known that his rebellious sons were to be 
put to death because of their actions and 
failure to heed, not only the law, but to His 
voice. (I Sam 2:25) In knowing all of this Eli 
was not able to bring himself to follow 

through with this requirement and thus God 
passed judgment upon not only his sons, but 
also on himself and his family to come. (I 
Sam 2:27-34) 

Christ teaches us “...that he who loves 
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy 
of Me.” Matt 10:37  In the text wherein we 
learn about Eli, God speaks through the 
prophet of God “… for those who honor Me I 
will honor and those who despise Me will be 
lightly esteemed…” I Sam 2:30  Eli knew the 
law, he knew the voice of God, he knew the 
judgment of God, he knew the nature of God 
and still he was not able to bring himself to 
move past the point of a simple rebuke and 
admonition of his Sons. He failed to exercise 
the authority and direction given him to 

even remove them from their 
offices and positions, and he 
failed to follow through with all 
that the law required. On the 
other hand his sons Hophni and 
Phinehas heeded not the voice 
of their father, held in contempt 
the Law of Jehovah, and des-
pised the relationship of right-
eousness and respect between 
father and child from both an 
earthly and heavenly context. 

What would make any of us think that a 
righteous judge will do anything less today? 

In every occurrence of maturation there 
is an expectation and a degree of change. 
Even in our personal lives as we mature in 
the Lord so does the manner in which we 
approach all relationships that have been 

(Continued on page 15) 
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forged over the course of our lives. Parents 
will never cease to be parents and children 
will never cease to be children; this simply 
cannot be countermanded. There is an ex-
pectation of both the parent to teach, ad-
monish, and lead and for the child to love 
and respect even as both age, coupled  with 
the knowledge that these responsibilities do 
not maintain the same form over time. There 
will always come a time, a crossroad where 
one will choose to do right for the sake of 
love and not the love of parent and child, but 
for the love of God. When this situation aris-
es blessed is the one, be it parent or child 
who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
abides by it. (Jas 1:25) 

As I pen this article I wish had the exact 
answer, explanation, or course of direction 
to provide when these events occur in our 
lives. (and they will occur)  Yet still there is 
not a simplistic answer other than an ad-
monition to “...fear God and keep His com-
mandments.”  Eccl 12:13  The time and cul-
ture of Eli under a patriarchal family hierar-
chy is different from our culture, but not so  
in other cultures where many Christians live 
today. Even scripture anticipates that new 
households are formed when children leave 
their parents and are joined in marriage. 
Through all of this there still remains an ex-
pectation of Jehovah God to esteem Him 
over any family member and in this love of 
the Father to exercise humility, patience, and 
righteous judgment with our family to the 
degree that the righteous law of God will 
allow. May His glory and will be exercised by 

David’s Family 

Dale Cathey 

Stretched too thin? Not enough hours in 
the day? Responsibilities to work, to wife, to 
children, to church to name a few. In King 
David’s case, he had at least eight wives and 
twenty children, probably more. He also had 
the pressure of being King of Israel including 
the duty of defending the nation from its en-
emies. How would all this play out in the 
years to come and what effect would it have 
on David’s family? 

Make no mistake about it, David was a 
man not only of strength and courage, but 
also a man of great compassion. He loved his 
family and on one occasion would have 
offered his life for the life of his son Absalom. 
As the saying goes, “his chickens had come 
home to roost” after neglecting his family 
and failing to discipline his children. 

In Acts 13:22, we see God’s testimony of 
King David as, “a man after my own heart, 
who will do all my will.”  But how do we un-
derstand this statement from God after we 
see his failed family example? 

In looking at David’s life and the deci-
sions he made, we see “two” different Da-
vids. So different, at times it is hard to be-
lieve they are the same man. David as a 
young man was one of courage as evidenced 
by his slaying of Goliath and instrumental in 
routing the Philistine army when they were 
threatening to defeat Saul and his warriors. 
On the other hand, we see David at possibly 
his weakest moment when he had Uriah, the 
husband of Bathsheba, killed in battle so he 

(Continued on page 16) 



 

could cover up his sin of adultery. 

David also understood truth. When Na-
than confronted David concerning his sin, he 
was quick to acknowledge that Nathan was 
right, he had sinned. But David could also lie. 
When David was fleeing Saul, he came to 
Nob and there told Ahimelech the priest that 
King Saul had sent him and his men to a cer-
tain place and not to tell anyone. This was 
certainly a lie that David used to get bread 
for himself and his men. The result of this lie, 
Ahimelech and 85 priests were killed. One 
man, two different actions 

The question then becomes did David 
nurture and discipline his children and spend 
time with them helping them take the right 
path in life or would his family be 
“splintered” and be put in disar-
ray. Tragically, the latter was the 
result. We know that God disci-
plines his children because he 
loves them. He instructed par-
ents to “not spare the rod” for 
the good of the child. Two char-
acteristics of David’s life show 
that he was extremely loyal to 
King Saul and that he loved his 
family. If he would have fol-
lowed the example of godly dis-
cipline, he would have shown a true love for 
his children.  God’s way is always the right 
way. 

Two examples of David’s failure with his 
children center around Amnon and Absalom. 
Amnon, conspired to seduce Tamar, sister of 
Absalom and after getting her into his tent, 
he raped her and the scriptures say “the ha-
tred with which he hated her was greater 
than the love with which he loved her.”          Page 16 

2 Sam 13:15  David, when learning of this, 
was angry but took no steps to punish his 
son. What a message he sent to his family 
and those that knew the sin of incest that 
Amnon had committed!  This was a clear 
case of incest and by not getting involved, he 
let the sin go unpunished. However, not for 
long as sin will eventually bear fruit. This sin 
by Amnon leads to another sin by Absalom 
when he shows the treachery that mimics 
what David did to Uriah by ambushing Am-
non and having him killed. The lack of in-
volvement in his two sons lives almost 
caused David’s death as Absalom would re-
turn five years later to be reunited with Da-
vid after fleeing to his grandfather, the King 
of Geshur. After Absalom returns, David was 

either unaware or unable to pre-
vent the successful coup by his 
son and had to flee from         
Absalom or be killed.  

   The conclusion of the matter? 
David’s final days were spent in 
sorrow as he mourned over the 
death of his favorite son and had 
this to say, “O my son Absolam, 
my son, my son Absolam! Would 
I had died instead of you, O Absa-
lom, my son, my son.” 2 Sam 

18:33  On David’s death bed, instead of a 
close and loving family gathered around Da-
vid comforting him, we read in I Kings that 
much scheming and plotting over who would 
be the next King was taking place. This surely 
was not what anyone would want to see as 
they breathe their last. It’s apparent that 
David reaped what he sowed in that he let 

(Continued on page 17) 



 

his children do as they pleased with no con-
sequences. Also it’s obvious that David spent  
very little time with his children by not fol-
lowing the exhortation from Proverbs 22:6 
that states; “train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not de-
part from it.” Although David was not suc-
cessful with his family, he was still regarded 
by God “as a man after my own heart who 
will do all my will.” Acts 13:22 Yes, David 
failed from time to time, but always put his 
trust in God, entreated him to forgive him, 
and made every effort to do his will. He did 
not receive much enjoyment from his earthly 
children, but  one day will find rest and joy in 
heaven with the saved children of God for 
eternity.  

What can we learn from this and how 
can parents avoid  the heartbreak that David 
experienced with his family; 

1] Live Godly lives so you will be a posi-
tive example in raising your children. 

2] Do not spare the “rod of discipline” as 
David did, but show your children you love 
them by not overlooking bad behavior. 

3] Above all, spend time with your fami-
ly.  Be there when they need you.  Be there 
to help them make good decisions and, by 
your example, show them what is important 
in this life and that requires loving our God 
and being faithful all the days of our life. 
When your time comes to leave this life, you 
will hopefully have the comfort of a loving 
family being by your bedside to show their 
love and respect for you. 

Finally, after the writing of this article, 
I’m reminded of the song “Cats in the Cradle” 
by Harry Chapin and the haunting words that 
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Zebedee’s Family 

Craig Sweet 

PUSHY PARENTS (Matt 20:20-28) 

When our children were growing up, I 
coached little league baseball for over four-
teen years.  During that time, I coached many 
levels of talent.  There were some challeng-
ing players who thought they had more tal-
ent than they actually had  and there were 
players who when coached and taught began 
to blossom into outstanding athletes.  How-
ever, no matter how many challenging play-
ers we worked with, there is nothing more 
challenging than dealing with the pushy par-
ent!  More problems were caused by the par-
ents than by any of the players.  These par-
ents not only pushed their children to excel 
but commonly were reliving their childhood 
and their goals through their children.  When 
the child made an error, the parent would be 
merciless on their child for their perfor-
mance.  Then, there are parents who felt 
their child had rights above all others and 
pushed the coaches into providing favoritism 
to their player.  If their child did not play eve-

(Continued on page 18) 

are repeated in the song. 

“And the cat’s in the cradle and the silver 
spoon.  Little boy blue and the man on the 
moon.  When you comin’ home dad.  I don’t 
know when, but we’ll get together then son.  
You know we’ll have a good time then.” 

That time never came. 



 

ry inning of every game, then the coaches 
were approached and were second guessed 
as to their coaching.  We probably all know 
these types of parents. 

Jesus, the ultimate teacher (coach) had 
to deal with pushy parents as well.  In 
Matthew 20:20-28, the mother of James and 
John (sons of Zebedee – Mark 10:35) asked 
Jesus to have her sons placed into the seat 
of prominence and sit on his right and left 
side when he came into his kingdom.  Jesus 
gently scolds her and the sons (“you do not 
know what you are asking” vs 22) and de-
nied the request.  Their response is not doc-
umented in the scriptures, but human na-
ture can visualize the mother 
leaving Jesus in disappointment.  
We might even hear her say, 
“Well, why not?”   The other 
apostles overheard the discussion 
and became indignant at the re-
quest.  If we were there, we 
might have heard them say, 
“Who do they think they are?  Do 
they think they are above the rest 
of us?”  The pushy parents are 
not concerned that when they 
push for their children to be given 
preferential treatment, it is at the 
expense of other individuals.  This teaches  
very selfish behavior and teaches, “I will 
push to get what I want and not care about 
the needs are of others.” 

What causes parents to act this way?  
Some parents feel this is a way to instill con-
fidence and self-esteem in their children.  
This mindset often causes unnecessary, add-
ed pressure to excel causing extreme stress 
on their children to perform up to their par-

ents’ expectations.  Children want their par-
ents to be proud of them and they feel if 
they do not meet their parents’ expectations 
then they have failed.  But, if a child is 
pushed to excel by the parents in an area in 
which they may not have the necessary skills 
to perform, it becomes frustrating and the 
intent backfires and causes low self-esteem.  
Children do not want to disappoint their par-
ents.  So, they will do everything they can to 
win their approval by trying to meet their 
parents’ expectations and when those expec-
tations are not met, their self-worth is dam-
aged sometimes beyond repair.  On the oth-
er hand, if a child does excel and the parents 

continue to push, they may instill 
an unbridled ambition and the 
child will learn to excel at any cost.  
They will be willing to sacrifice 
everything including any relation-
ship with others.  The lesson 
taught is important to win at all 
costs. 

   So, how can parents instill confi-
dence without unleashing this un-
bridled ambition?  How can the 
parents encourage seeking success 
without being the “pushy parent?”  
The key is how the parents define 

what success means to them.  Is true success 
defined by how influential their children be-
come? Or by how much money they earn in 
this world?  Or is it by how dedicated they 
are in being a child of God?  Parents will 
spend their time and energy doing what is 
important to them.  But, the loudest teacher 
is going to be the example they provide for 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Timothy’s Family 

By Jack Holt 

“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a 
faith that dwelt first in your grandmoth-
er Lois and your mother Eunice and now, 
I am sure, dwells in you as well.”  2 Tim 
1:5 

“Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A 
disciple was there, named Timothy, the son 
of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but 
his father was a Greek.  He was well spoken 
of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium.  
Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and 
he took him and circumcised him because of 
the Jews who were in those places, for they 
all knew that his father was a Greek.”  Acts 
16:1-3 

Generational Faith 

In the passages above we see an inspired 
example of generational faith. We read 
about the example of the woman Lois, who 
had a daughter named Eunice, who had a 
son named Timothy.  Eunice was a Jewish 
woman and her mother Lois was as well.  
Eunice married a Greek man, not a Jew, and 
their son was Timothy. 

The sincere faith of Timothy is acknowl-
edged by the Apostle Paul as having first 
dwelt in the grandmother, and his mother 
and it is clear they shared their faith with 
Timothy. This teaches us that faith should be 
handed down generation by generation to 
family members.  While we must go out to 
teach the world, we must not neglect the 
very important obligation to teach our fami-
lies. 

(Continued on page 20) 

their children.  This will have the highest lev-
el of influence in determining the values that 
their children will carry the rest of their lives.  
Whether a parent focuses on success of the 
world or success in God’s sight, there is a 
cost that will be paid to achieve success.  If 
our priorities choose the world first, then the 
cost is going to be paid in eternal punish-
ment.  If we choose to sacrifice things in this 
world so that we can focus our efforts and 
success in being what God wants us to be, 
then that will be reflected in our eternal re-
ward.  In either case, the choices we make in 
this world will be reflected for each individu-
al in the eternity.  There is a cost to making 
this decision. 

Jesus was providing a lesson on the cost 
of discipleship when he asked the question, 
“What good is it for someone to gain the 
whole world, yet forfeit their soul?” Mark 
8:36  The master teacher asks a very basic 
question that really cuts to the core of a per-
son’s desires for this life and all eternity.  As 
parents, if we were to try to rephrase Jesus’ 
principle question, we might ask ourselves, 
“What lessons are we teaching our children 
so that they learn the proper priorities in this 
life so they don’t forfeit their soul?”  How are 
we going to define success in our children 
when they are grown?  We will look back on 
the choices that we made or helped them 
make to understand the level of success that 
they achieve.  The important lesson to teach 
right now is that everything in this life is of 
no value compared to the rewards of heaven 
in all eternity. 

 



 

them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates.    Deut 4:6-9 

Taking Advice From a Godly Parent 

The responsibility does not lie exclusive-
ly with parents, children also have a respon-
sibility to heed their parents’ teaching. 

“Hear, my son, your father's instruction, 
and forsake not your mother's teaching, for 
they are a graceful garland for your head 
and pendants for your neck.”  Prov 1:8, 9 

The local church is a family.  There is 
generational faith to be nurtured and 
passed on to the members of our spiritual 
family as well.  Be a mother to a young 
woman who needs help to grow into a more 
sincere faith that can be passed on to her 
children.   And if you have not been blessed 
with an earthly parent who shared their 
sincere faith with you, let it touch your 
heart that Timothy did not have a believing 
father either.  Reach out and allow an older 
brother in the faith to also be a spiritual fa-
ther to you, as Paul met that need in Timo-
thy’s life: 

“To Timothy, my true child in the faith: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Fa-
ther and Christ Jesus our Lord.” I Tim 1:2 

“To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, 
mercy, and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” II Tim 1:2 

Conclusion 

Generational faith takes effort on the 
part of every family member; the parents 
who teach and the children who follow 
their teaching.  Let us strive to make our 
earthly and spiritual families examples of 
generational faith. 

One of the marks of a strong congrega-
tion is generational faith.  Here at North 
Beach we see several examples of this.  We 
know who these families are, and we look 
to them as examples.  Do you want your 
family to be characterized by generational 
faith?  Before the day arrives when it will be 
too late to pass on to your children a sincere 
faith that will sustain them as faithful Chris-
tians through their lives and long after you 
have passed on, stop, and dwell on the long 
unbroken chain of examples God provides.  
Begin by looking to Lois, Eunice, Timothy, 
and those alive today that follow their ex-
amples and are here to help you achieve the 
same thing. 

Teaching Children about God 

It goes beyond just the mere obligation 
to teach our children.  Our children do not 
just listen, they watch what we do.  It is ob-
vious Timothy saw his mother and grand-
mother live their faith, and Timothy learned 
to do the same from them. 

No words of human advice can ever be 
richer than scripture that already states it 
plainly, so read here God’s admonition: 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one.  You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might.  And these 
words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart.  You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise.  You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write 


