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Dear brethren, 

 

Linda’s mother: We are very thankful to God for your prayers on our behalf and on behalf of Linda’s mother. I am 

happy to say that physically, she is much improved, although the blood clot is still a serious issue. Getting her back 

into the routine she had before she was ill has gradually helped her to be able to regain some of her independence 

and has lessened her confusion. However, her memory and confusion issues are still quite challenging for her – 

markedly worse than when we were here last year. We do thank God though that in many ways she is better. From 

spending 12 hours per day with her, Linda has been able to gradually whittle that down to about 3 hours per day, 

and for the past two weeks we have even been able to have a “day off” each week. One of these days Linda was ill, 

but this past week we took off to do some sight-seeing with our son Joseph, his wife Kristen, and our youngest 

grandchild Caleb, who has just turned one. Their visit was a wonderful treat. Our next step with Linda’s mother is a 

week-long “test run” to see how Mom is able to cope one her own with phone calls from us, help from a nurse who 

comes in twice a day to check on her and her medicines, and intervention by St Louis family if necessary. If all goes 

well, we will spend another 2 weeks in St Louis after that, and then the last 2 ½ weeks of our USA stay without our 

other 3 children. However, even though things may go well, we understand that this is a temporary reprieve which 

we pray will last long enough for me to get my paperwork in order. 

 

Immigration: We have spent quite a bit of time researching the immigration process, which is considerably more 

complicated than it was some years ago. We have tried to do what we can, even now, to get things in order from our 

side as much as possible. To begin the process, the USA now requires a special birth certificate which normally takes 

the South African government three months to process. However, for an extra fee of $150, we can supposedly get it 

done in a month, and it should be waiting for us when we arrive home. We are not sure how long it will take once I 

make the initial application, but it seems like it will be a matter of months rather than weeks.  

 

Work: I have been working on some lessons on the book of Jonah that will teach students ways to study the Bible for 

themselves. This is something I hope will be useful for brethren in Africa, but in the meantime I hope to try it out on 

four of our grandchildren next week. I also preached 3 out of the last 4 Sundays and have 3 sermons scheduled for 

the month ahead. We are in contact with brethren in Africa, and rejoice to let you know that, even though we 

thought there was going to be total crop failure in Zimbabwe, there are some places where the rain came in time to 

save about half the crops. We also rejoice to say that, due to the love of God in the hearts of brethren in the USA and 

South Arica, Solomon’s operation on his arm was successful and he is improving all the time. (Solomon was in the 

terrible motor car accident in Zimbabwe and after one month, the hospital in Zimbabwe still did not have the 

resources to set his fractured arm.) 

 

We are so thankful for your prayers. We have had to deal with many challenges with Linda’s mom’s situation, and 

are amazed at the ways God has blessed us. We have heard from a number of congregations who support us and are 

thankful for their willingness to continue to help us out for some months. (Our retirement annuity matures in 2019.) 

There are still many challenges ahead and we know that through our prayers and yours God will help us so that He 

will be glorified. We give thanks to our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ who continually watch over us and bring 

us through our trials. To Them be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Your servant in Christ, Les Maydell 

 

 



  


