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IMPORTANCE OF ELDERS
§ ordained by God to care for local churches

- Acts 14:21-23
- Titus 1:5

§ elders = bishops = pastors/shepherds
- Acts 20:17, 28



QUALIF
ICATIONS
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QUALIFICATIONS
§ two lists are given:

- 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9

§ objective & subjective qualities
- objective: “husband of one wife”
- subjective: “hospitable”
•present in different degrees in different 
men … area of continued growth



 1TIMOTHY 3:1-7 (ESV) TITUS 1:5-9 (ESV)

must be: “above reproach” must be: “above reproach”

must be: “the husband of one wife” must be: “the husband of one wife”

must be: “sober-minded” must have: “children (who) are believers and not 
open to charge of debauchery or insubordination”

must be: “self-controlled” must not be: “arrogant”

must be: “respectable” must not be: “quick-tempered”

must be: “hospitable” must not be: “a drunkard”

must be: “able to teach” must not be: “violent”

must not be: “a drunkard” must not be: “greedy for gain”

must not be: “violent” must be: “hospitable”

must be: “gentle” must be: “a lover of good”

must not be: “quarrelsome” must be: “self-controlled”

must not be: “a lover of money” must be: “upright”

must: “manage his own household well, with all 
dignity keeping his children submissive” must be: “holy”

must not be: “a recent convert” must be: “disciplined”

must be: “well thought of by outsiders”
must: “hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, 
so that he may be able to give instruction in sound 
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it”

Qualifications 
for Elders 

in the Lord’s Church

Text boxes shaded green 
indicate words or phrases 

that are either identical in the 
Greek text of both lists or are 

close synonyms.

Text boxes shaded beige 
indicate phrases that are 

parallels.

These lists together give a 
composite view of the kind of 
men the Lord wants to serve 

as elders in local 
congregations.

-- Steven Baxley

when considering any 
candidate, it would be 

helpful to go down 
both columns and ask: 

does this candidate 
fulfill these 

qualifications?



QUALIFICATIONS
§ some are problematic:

- much discussion, many books/articles

- sometimes involve matters of judgment 
for the local congregation

- preacher and current elders are 
available if you have some questions



RESPONSIBILIT
IES

TO THE FLO
CK
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ACTS 20:28
§ they must watch themselves, & the church

§ primary role is SPIRITUAL, not physical

§ specifically, guarding against false teachers:
- Acts 20:29-31
- from outside AND inside
- must remain alert



1 TIMOTHY 3:4-5
§ manage and care for the congregation

§ this does involve rule: 
- 1 Timothy 5:17

§ part of that rule involves admonishing:
- 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13



TITUS 1:9
§ be involved in teaching & instruction

§ certainly linked to “watching”

§ teaching requires knowledge



1 PETER 5:1-3
§ leadership through example

§ contrast here:
- tyrannical, authoritarian attitude
- shepherd’s attitude (concern, care,  

love for the sheep)



JAMES 5:14
§ often overlooked

§ visiting & encouraging sick members
- exactly what shepherds do

§ link between physical and spiritual needs
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