
THE POWER OF CHOICES
Stopping the Cycle of the 

Same Tired Choices



THE POWER OF CHOICES

�Deuteronomy 30:15-20 – Moses sets a choice to the people

�1 Kings 2:1-4 – David gives charge to Solomon

�2 Peter 3:14-18 – Peter reminds the Christian to wait patiently



THE CYCLE OF SIN & LIFE’S PROBLEMS

James 1:12-15
�Ground Rule – No one gets to say God is tempting them
�Your own desires enticed and lured you
�This desire when acted upon brings forth sin

Commission 
or Omission

Sin and Death

Lured by 
Desire

IN THE CENTER OF IT 
ARE OUR CHOICES



MOSES BAD CHOICES?

Exodus 2:11-15 – Moses Flees Egypt
�Moses is lamenting the burdens of the Hebrews his kinsmen
�Moses sees an Egyptian beating a Hebrew
�Moses murders the Egyptian and hides the body

Numbers 20:1-13 – Moses Denied Access to Canaan 
� Israel is without water for themselves and for their cattle
�Moses gets the staff as God has commanded and angrily 

responds to the people
�Moses strikes the rock twice rather than speak to it



DAVID BAD CHOICES? 

� 1 Samuel 26:5-11 –David on the run
� David is fleeing Saul, as Saul and his men seek to kill David

� David has opportunity to strike back while Saul and his army sleep

� David refuses to strike the Lord’s anointed 

� 2 Samuel – (13:14, 28-29, 37; 14:28; 15:6,30; 18:5, 33; 19:6  )- David on the run
� Amnon violates Tamar and Absalom kills Amnon
� Absalom is forced out of Jerusalem

� Absalom returns but turns the people to him and away from David

� David flees, but eventually defeats Absalom, who is later killed by Joab



PETER BAD CHOICES?

Matthew 16:13-20 – Peter confesses
� Jesus poses a question, who do people say that I am?

� They all respond with names of John or Elijah?

� Peter responds with Jesus the Christ, they are told to keep it secret

� Matthew 26:31-35, 56, 58, 75; Luke 22:60-61 – Peter Denies
� Jesus tells the disciples they will be scattered like sheep without a shepherd

� Peter in all his earnestness denies the idea he would be scared

� Peter in the end does more than a simple denial or run



CHOICES MADE BY FAITH

�Things are not always what they seem to other men
� Hebrews 11:24-27

� If these men can make some extremely poor choices, so 
can we

�Let faith be the guide of your choices and motivations



TRUSTING HIM

�Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with your wherever you go.”

�Proverbs 3:5-6 – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your paths.”

�1 Peter 5:7 – “Casting all your anxieties on him, because he 
cares for you.”


