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Question:

Concerning 1 Timothy 3:2, 3:12, and 5:9., 
(the qualifications for elders, deacons, and 
assisted widows). How should we interpret 

the phrases “husband of one wife” and 
“wife of one husband”?



◆ phrases in Greek are all virtually identical 
◆ qualification for elders/deacons are given 

in the present tense:
- requirement: the man is married
- forbids: polygamy
- does not forbid: a scripturally divorced and 

remarried man from serving

Explanation:



◆ this qualification for assisted widows: 
- she must have been the “wife of one 

husband” 
- no reason to understand this differently than 

for elders/deacons (except being past tense)
- speaks to her past marital statuses, and 

ultimately to her past character

Explanation:



Question:

Why was it sinful for Saul (tribe of 
Benjamin – 1 Samuel 9:1-2) to offer the 

sacrifice in 1 Samuel 13, but not sinful for 
Samuel (tribe of Ephraim – 1 Samuel 1:1)?



◆ although from the region of Ephraim, from 
a tribal standpoint Samuel was a Levite:
- 1 Chronicles 6:31-34ff
- Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin, could not 

offer sacrifices himself

◆ Saul’s disobedience cost him the kingdom   
(1 Samuel 13:8-14)

Explanation:



Question:

Is it true that there was no death of            
any kind before the fall of man? Were           
all animals vegetarian until Genesis 3?



◆ at creation, God established both man and 
animal as vegetarians (Gen. 1:29-30)

◆ when man sinned, death certainly entered 
into human existence (1 Cor. 15:21-22)

◆ the first recorded animal death is after       
the fall (Gen. 3:21)

Explanation:



◆ serpent was cursed “above” all other 
animals (Gen. 3:14)

◆ ground/earth is cursed also (Gen. 3:17-18) 

◆ man allowed to eat meat only after
the Flood (Gen. 9:3 – note Gen. 6:21)

◆ my conclusion: death from the fall had          
a profound effect on ALL of creation 

Explanation:


