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that He had made, and behold, it was very 
good”?  Gen 1:31a  Clearly  not everything 
is vanity.  Ecclesiastes is filled with contrast-
ing and sometimes what appears to be con-
flicting statements.  One of the keys to un-
derstanding the Preacher’s wise counsel  is 
introduced in 1:3, where he says, “What 
advantage does man have in all his work, 
which he does under the sun?”  The phrase 
“under the sun” conveys much more than 
just describing harsh working conditions.  
This phrase seems to describe life itself; 
while we’re under the sun, while we’re 
alive.  In addition, it seems to denote the 
boundaries of mortal existence.  We are 
finite beings, finite in longevity, in strength, 
in knowledge, in wisdom, etc.  We eat, only 
to get hungry again, we rest only to tire 
again.  Things done under the sun in this 
life, don’t stay accomplished.   

Solomon said, “All things are weari-
some” (1:8) after giving several examples of 
things that continue in endless cycles, such 
as the sun rising and setting, only to rise 
again; or the wind blowing on its circular 
courses, rivers flowing, but never filling up 
the seas.   In 1:9 he seems to pessimistically 
conclude, “that which has been is that 
which will be, And that which has been 
done is that which will be done. So, there is 
nothing new under the sun.”  There is that 
“under the sun” phrase again.  The wise 
man is introducing a concept that he ex-
plores throughout this treatise of wisdom.  
Many things are beyond man’s understand-
ing and control; it is wearisome, futile, van-
ity to fret about these.  In fact, future gen-
erations won’t even know that we tried.  So  
why whittle on God’s end of the stick? 

(Continued on page 3) 

    “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great 
discernment and breadth of mind, like the 
sand that is on the seashore. And Solomon's 
wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the sons 
of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he 
was wiser than all men . . . His fame was 
known in all the surrounding nations.  Men 
came from all peoples to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who 
had heard of his wisdom.”  1 Kg 4:29-31a,c, 34  
Verse 32 states that he spoke 3,000 proverbs 
and wrote 1,005 songs.    

Ecclesiastes begins, “The words of the 
Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.”  
Eccl1:1  This enigmatic book of wisdom litera-
ture gives us insight into the deep thoughts of 
the wisest man who ever lived and is given to 
us by impartial inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  
This treasure of wisdom not only enlightened 
the ancients, but  has been preserved and 
translated for every one  of us today.  It can 
provide great insight and wise counsel for the 
challenges we face in our contemporary lives.  
Unfortunately, like those who have gone be-
fore us, too much of our generation’s potential 
is squandered by striving after wind. 

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity”  grabs our 
attention.  (Eccl 2:1b)   But how shall we un-
derstand such a proclamation, especially when 
contrasted with statements like, “God saw all 

                Introduction 

         Ecclesiastes 1:1-12; 

                  12:9-14 

          Phil Lumpkin 
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In the concluding thoughts of Ecclesias-
tes, there are verses that describe Solomon’s 
efforts to share his great gift of wisdom.  In 
verses 12:9, 10 the text says that, he taught 
the people knowledge, and pondered, 
searched out and arranged many proverbs, 
and he sought to find delightful words and to 
write the words of truth correctly.  He then 
tells why he did that by saying, “the words of 
wise men are like goads.”  12:11  Sometimes 
each of us needs to be poked with a sharp 
stick to “goad” us from our lethargy into the 
proper course of action. 

Solomon’s final admonition appears in 
12:13, “The conclusion, when all has been 
heard, is: fear God and keep His command-
ments, for this applies to every person.”  Life 
under the sun is filled with tribulation in an 
environment where we are not in control of 
our circumstances and where time and 
chance happen to all.  When we reflect on 
Solomon’s wise conclusion, he truly captures 
who we are to be and what we’re supposed 
to be about.  It is so easy to become dis-
tracted by the everyday affairs of life, by 
things that have to be done, but which don’t 
bring happiness and fulfillment.  In fact, 
nothing in this earthly life can possibly satisfy 
beings with “eternity in their hearts”  when 
we try to live apart from God.  Whereas cul-
tivating a deep respect for God and striving 
to keep His commandments does bring joy 
and fulfillment.  His final insight is to remem-
ber that God will bring every act into judg-
ment that we’ve done “under the sun.”   

This publication issue explores the book 
of Ecclesiastes by grouping related topics, 
which don’t necessarily align with chapter 
breaks.  We commend the commentary of 
various writers for your consideration.   

This section of Ecclesiastes can be di-
vided into three subsections, each with its 
own emphasis.  What ties these sections to-
gether, however, is Solomon’s observation 
that human achievement is in the end an 
exercise  in  futility,  a  “striving  after 
wind” (1:17).  Trying to catch (or strive after) 
the wind is an ultimately meaningless pur-
suit, since it attempts to do that which can-
not be done! 

Futility of Pursuing Achievement  (1:13-15) 

These verses follow immediately on the 
thoughts of Ecclesiastes 1:1-12.  Solomon 
makes it clear that he has used the wisdom 
gained from God (1 Kings 4:29ff) to examine 
all that is done under heaven. His conclusion 
is that the achievements of humankind are 
ultimately  vanity  and  a  “striving  after 
wind” (1:14).  What has been bent and made 
crooked cannot be straightened again, and 
what is missing cannot be counted (1:15). 
Through this pursuit of understanding, Solo-
mon has reached the conclusion that the 
business that God has given mankind to be 
busy with is an ultimately unhappy pursuit, 
when viewed from an earthly standpoint. 
The reality is that whatever man seeks to 
accomplish “under the sun” will simply fade 
away and decay. Nothing that man achieves 

(Continued on page 4) 
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  Ecclesiastes 1:13-2:17 
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is permanent. Even the greatest monuments 
that mankind has fashioned are constantly 
and steadily decaying into oblivion. How 
many are the accomplishments of the billions 
of people inhabiting the earth, and yet they 
will be all forgotten in the course of time. 
This pursuit, Solomon has discovered, will 
not result in any kind of permanent happi-
ness for mankind. 

Futility of Pursuing Wisdom 
(1:16-18; 2:12-17) 

Solomon continues by making it clear 
that even wisdom and knowledge are also a 
“striving after wind.” 1:17  His conclusion is 
that “in much wisdom” there is “much vexa-
tion” and to increase knowledge will bring an 
increase in sorrow. The conclusions reached 
by both wisdom and knowledge will not ulti-
mately change the end of man. There is a 
certain  amount  of  truth  in  the  saying 
“ignorance is bliss,” at least from a purely 
human, earthly standpoint (which is the view 
that Solomon has in mind). After discussing 
the futility of pursuing pleasure (1:1-11), 
Solomon returns to discussing the futility of 
pursuing wisdom in 2:12-17. His conclusions 
concerning the pursuit of knowledge and 
wisdom are: 

Wisdom will not allow men to achieve 
something that hasn’t already been done 
before. 2:12 

Even though there is more gain in wis-
dom than in folly, the same event hap-
pens to both the wise and the fool. 2:14 

For both the wise and the fool there is no 
enduring remembrance. Both will be for-
gotten. 2:16 

The wise will die just like the fool. 2:16 

Solomon will return to some of these 
thoughts in other parts of the Book and have 
more to say about them. 

After observing these aspects of life un-
der the sun, Solomon reaches the point of 
“hating life” because these pursuits are griev-
ous since they are all “vanity” and a “striving 
after wind.” Wisdom and knowledge are not 
the keys to earthly happiness. 

The Futility of Pursuing Pleasure (2:1-11) 

Sandwiched between the two sections 
discussing the futility of pursuing wisdom, 
Solomon discusses the futility of pursuing 
earthly pleasure. He lays out several areas of 
pleasure in which he engaged himself: 

He pursued wine in order to cheer his 
body. 2:3  

He made great works: houses, vineyards, 
gardens, parks, and pools. 2:4-6 

He increased the number of slaves that he 
owned, through purchase and natural 
increase. 2:7 

He possessed huge flocks of livestock, 
much more than had been owned by any 
of his predecessors in Jerusalem. 2:7 

He gathered for himself silver and gold 
and treasure. 2:8 

He gathered those into his court who pro-
vided him with entertainment. 2:8 

It is worth noting here that the word 
translated “concubine” in Ecclesiastes 2:8 in 
the ESV and the NASV is of uncertain mean-
ing, and is used only here in the Old Testa-
ment.  It  is  not  the  usual  word  for 
“concubine” in Hebrew. The NKJV translates 
it as “musical instrument” while the Septua-
gint translated it into Greek with the word 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 Depending on the bible translation, the 
key phrase “This is also vanity” occurs in 4 of 
the 17 verses cited in this portion of Ecclesi-
astes.  Vanity is even more clearly under-
stood by synonyms like: futility, emptiness, 
ineffectiveness, pointlessness, and worth-
lessness.  The toils of hard labor under the 
sun are just one of many pursuits of man to 
try and fill what amounts to an enormous 
void that God has designed into him as evi-
denced by the statement “He has put eter-
nity in their hearts.”  Eccl 3:11b 

The first “vanity” cited is in 2:18-19. It is 
very likely that all of us know firsthand, or 
have known examples of individuals who 
worked hard all of their lives and accumu-
lated some amount of wealth as the fruit of 
that labor, only to die.  After death, how 
much of that wealth did that person take 
with them?  Simply put, none of it.  The bible 
of course is always its own best commentary.   
Perhaps Job said it best, “Naked I came . . . 
and naked I shall return . . . ” Job 1:21     The 
Psalmist said “For he sees wise men die; like-
wise the fool and the senseless person perish, 
and leave their wealth to others.” Psa 49:10  
So Solomon again makes it clear, regardless 
of who you are, everything will be left to an-
other person(s) when you die, and you have 
absolutely no way of knowing for certain that 
they will be wise or foolish.   

The second “vanity” cited is in 2:20-21, 
which is closely linked to the first. Solomon, 
who had been given a “wise and understand-
ing heart” (1 Kings 3:12), recognized even 
the emptiness and futility of tying to find 
personal fulfillment in all of the labor that 
takes advantage of this knowledge, under-
standing, wisdom and skill, with the very real 

(Continued on page 6) 

     Futility of Labor 

Ecclesiastes 2:18-3:11 

     Ephriam Davis 

“cupbearer.” A modern Jewish translation 
(the Tanakh) translates it as “coffer” (a 
chest), based upon how the word was used 
in much later Hebrew. Although Solomon 
was noted for his exceedingly large harem (1 
Kings 11:3), this is probably not what is un-
der view in this particular passage. 

In short, Solomon describes how his 
court took on the dimensions, both in terms 
of properties and servants, that would have 
been typical of monarchs during those days. 
However,  Solomon  advanced  beyond 
“typical” and his court became extrava-
gantly large. In fact, it became larger than 
anything that either Saul or David had 
amassed (2:9). He acquired everything that 
his eyes desired, allowing himself to pursue 
everything his heart found to be pleasurable 
(2:10). Solomon’s description of this area of 
pursuit is reminiscent of the rich fool in Je-
sus’ parable who stated to himself: “Soul, 
you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” Lu 12:19  
It is hard to imagine that Jesus did not in-
tend the hearers of his parable to remember 
Solomon’s words recorded here in Ecclesias-
tes 2. 

Solomon’s conclusion was that this pur-
suit of pleasure was also vanity and a 
“striving after wind” and that nothing could 
be gained under the sun (2:11).  
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Solomon notes the sorrowful days, and rest-
less nights, often associated with the griev-
ousness of the toils of hard labor under the 
sun.  Every man should relate to the words 
of God to Adam as a result of his sin in the 
Garden of Eden (Gen 3:17-19).  How many 
examples of people do we know of who have 
worked obsessively all of their lives to 
achieve perceived “financial security and 
independence” only to drop dead shortly 
after “retirement?” For the Christian, can we 
truly say we “retire” while we are still 

healthy and physically able on 
this earth?  For example, one 
elder of a congregation of the 
Lord’s church described it this 
way, “I don’t plan to retire, I 
just plan to stop (secular) 
work.”   He did that, but has 
worked as a full time elder for 
more than a decade.   

The forth “vanity” cited is in 
2:24-26.   In this passage, Solo-

mon concluded that a man should eat and 
drink, and that he should enjoy good in his 
labor.  For proper balance, we should include 
a word of caution here about our motivation 
as we learn another lesson from “The Par-
able of The Rich Fool” (Lu 12:16-21).   In his 
selfishness, he declared to himself: “Soul, 
you have many goods laid up for many years; 
take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”  He 
only partially quoted the popular Greek Epi-
curean phrase: “eat, drink, and be merry, for 
tomorrow we die.”  He foolishly omitted the 
last part, “for tomorrow we die.” (1 Cor 
15:32)  What happens after death?    “And as 
it is appointed for men to die once, but after 
this the judgment.” Heb 9:27   So, what else 

(Continued on page 7) 

possibility that his inheritance would be 
wasted by others.   Reflecting back to our 
first example of heirs, whether it be children, 
grandchildren, siblings, nieces or nephews, 
they can foolishly spend it all, making no in-
vestment for the future.  We cannot help but 
think about the example of “The Parable of 
The Lost Son”, who in this case could not 
even wait until his father’s death, but said 
“Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falls to me.” Lu 15:12  His statement does not 
even appear to have the tone of a humble 
request, but more like a de-
mand.  In fact there is no evi-
dence the father even tried to 
talk his son out of it, but in-
stead just “divided to them his 
livelihood.” Lu 15:12   The son 
“not many days later jour-
neyed to a far country, and 
wasted his possessions with 
prodigal living.” Lu 15:13  Solo-
mon makes a very interesting 
point about the danger of leav-
ing an inheritance to a man who has not la-
bored for it.  He not only describes it as van-
ity, but he also calls it “a great evil.” Eccl 3:21  
Many of us as parents give our children too 
many material things and so much so that 
many develop a sense of entitlement and a 
lack of appreciation. We tend to appreciate 
things more when we actually work (labor) 
for them.  There is an old saying “time is 
money” and when we associate the amount 
of time it takes to get the money needed to 
buy something we want, we will and do ap-
preciate it more than if it were just given to 
us.    

The third “vanity” cited is in 2:22-23.  

He has made 
everything 

appropriate 
in its time. 

Eccl 3:11 
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 Our favorite childhood stories are cen-
tered on good versus evil. They unfold before 
us initially as a brief struggle in life through 
trials, tribulations, and oppression wherein 
good would eventually prevail and then all 
was right in the world. It represented the 
world as we wished it to be rather than the 
world we experience. The writer of Ecclesias-
tes in comparison provides a dimmer view of 
life, that is if we simply look to the surface of 
what is written rather than the hidden nug-
gets found behind the message. True to form 
however we who are created in the image of 

(Continued on page 8) 

should we also do with the fruit of our la-
bor?   “. . . let him labor, working with his 
hands what is good, that he may have 
something to give him who has need.” Eph 
4:28  The first part of Eccl 2:26 states, “For 
to the one who pleases Him God has given 
wisdom and knowledge and joy,” (ESV).  The 
use of the word “pleases” here in the ESV & 
ASV, rather than “good” as in the NKJV & 
NASV is likely a more accurate translation in 
that it is consistent with fact in order to 
please God we need to have faith that 
comes by His word (Heb 11:6 & Rom 10:17).  
The second part of Eccl 2:26 states, “but to 
the sinner he has given the business of gath-
ering and collecting, only to give to one who 
pleases God. This also is vanity and a striv-
ing after wind.” (ESV).  This is a little more 
difficult to digest, and requires more study, 
but one way to reconcile it in the context of 
OT scriptural examples is when faithful men 
of God often reaped the benefits of the la-
bors of those who were sinners.  (Example: 
The children of Israel ate the produce of the 
land of Canaan (Joshua 5:10-12)).   

Before this author even knew anything 
about the book of Ecclesiastes, much less 
the fact that it was in the bible, there is a 
pleasant memory from the 1970s of a popu-
lar song titled, “Turn! Turn! Turn!” by a mu-
sic group called The Byrds.   The song was 
actually released in December 1965, accord-
ing subsequent research.  But it was many 
years later, and only after learning and 
obeying the gospel and studying scripture 
that the amazing realization came about, 
that most of the lyrics to this song were 
taken directly from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.  The 
1st verse “To everything there is a season, A 

    Futility of Life 

Ecclesiastes 3:22-4:16 

Russ Ward 

time for every purpose under heaven:” sum-
marizes the passage.  The passage and lyrics 
are simple, true, and stand well on their own 
without additional commentary.   This is 
more evident as one grows older and looks 
back and sees the purpose of the events of 
his/her life, and considers the promise that 
“…all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.” Rom 8:28a  

In conclusion, “He has put eternity in 
their hearts,” Eccl 3:11 and the pursuit of 
hard labor will not fill the void that God has 
designed into man. 
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after the wind. (Eccl 3:6-8)  Under these ob-
servations it does seem that God brings us 
into a world of futility. 

Much like this article, it can be unwise to 
reach into a collective writing and pull out a 
section without understanding its position 
or meaning within the writing as a whole. If 
life were truly so miserable, so burdensome, 
so fraught with unhappiness we above all 
creatures are most deserving of such an ex-
istence for procreating and perpetuating this 
evil when we have the spirit and the knowl-

edge of what we are subjecting 
our children to simply by bring-
ing them into this world. Yet 
that is not the case and that is 
not why we were created. The 
joy of being, of living, experi-
encing fascinating and new 
things, the wonder of God and 
His full creation,  the simple 
satisfaction found in honest 
labor, the sharing of our lives 
with one another and for one 
another, these are those things 
which are worth living for.  

Now let’s relook at the Ecclesiastical 
writer’s view of the futility of life and see 
what common denominators we can find. Is 
justice perverted for selfish reason and can 
it assume the place of justice and righteous-
ness? Our immediate answer is yes, how-
ever not all experience this and we know 
that standards and rules of law are set up by 
God for the wicked and not the just. (Rom 
13:1-4)  If we live will we die? Well of course 
we will but unlike the beast the spirit is cap-
tured and held for all eternity. (Heb 9:27-28) 
Can riches and power corrupt? Does wealth 

(Continued on page 9) 

God find ourselves on the whole living very 
much more for ourselves at the expense of 
everyone else.  

Consider the following unwavering truths 
of the Ecclesiastical writer; (1) God will judge 
the righteous and wicked of this world, (Eccl 
3:17) (2) Men like beasts enter into the 
world, they live, breath, and die all returning 
to dust, (Eccl 3:19-20)  (3) The dead are more 
fortunate than those now living  who are ex-
periencing oppression, (Eccl 4:1-2)  and (4) 
Life is not meant to be lived alone where 
there is no warmth, comfort, 
strength, or purpose. (Eccl 4:5-
12)  Regardless of where one 
lives upon this earth, what 
time frame they lived in or are 
living in, whether they are rich 
or poor, male or female , 
above or average in intelli-
gence these truths still hold 
fast. 

Now consider the addi-
tional observations the wise 
man makes; (1) Too often 
wickedness resides in the 
place of justice and righteousness, (Eccl 3:1) 
(2) Oppression is the order of the rich and 
the powerful leaving those oppressed unable 
to find comfort even when sought with tears, 
(Eccl 4:1) (3) It is better to never have been 
born than to have lived and experienced the 
oppression found in the world, (Eccl 4:3) (4) 
The vanity of life that marks mankind for 
those who practice covetousness and envy of 
their neighbors, and (Eccl 4:4) (5) To labor on 
this earth striving for and desiring of riches 
but having no one to share it with or leave 
behind as an inheritance is vanity and striving 

Two are bet-
ter than one 
because they 
have a good 

return for 
their labor. 

Eccl 4:9 
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words were penned thousands of years ago, 
they are still relevant today.  People still 
struggle with corralling their tongues, living 
with Godly fear, and striving after the al-
mighty dollar. 

Chapter five of Ecclesiastes opens with 
Solomon giving warning on how we speak to 
God.  The second half of verse two states, 
“For God is in heaven and you are on the 
earth...”  This is such a powerful reminder 
that when we approach God, we need to 
recognize that He is so much greater than us.  
Verse 4 addresses making vows to God.  I 
don't know that this is a common practice 
amongst Christians today; however, almost 
every mention of making vows before the 
Lord in the Old Testament is in conjunction 
with the offering of sacrifices. For example, 
the writer of Psalm 50:14 says, “Offer to God 
a sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows 
to the Most High.”  Recall the story of Jeph-
thah, who made a rash vow to the Lord and 
paid with the life of his daughter (Judg 11:29
-40).  Solomon rather bluntly states in verse 
five, “It is better that you should not vow 
than that you should vow and not pay.”  Je-
sus echoes these words in Matthew 5:33-37, 
“Again, you have heard that the ancients 
were told, 'You shall not make false vows, 
but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.' But I 
say to you, make no oath at all...Let your 
statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; anything 
beyond these is evil.”  Solomon concludes his 
thoughts on words at the end of verse seven, 
by succinctly saying, “Rather, fear God.”  This 
is a simple statement that reminds us that if 
we fear God, we will live in such a way that 
our speech will not cause us to sin. 

Like much of the book of Ecclesiastes, 
(Continued on page 10) 

Throughout all of Solomon's writings, 
you can't help but see recurring themes.  He 
spends a great deal of ink addressing how 
we use our words, the fear of God, and 
man's relationship with wealth.  Though his 

    Futility of Riches 

Ecclesiastes 5:1-6:9 

  Sharon Campbell 

lead one to oppress others, or is it an atti-
tude of heart that leads one to oppress, to 
lose their natural affection for mankind for 
something that will pass away, be lost in a 
twinkling of any eye, or will these be left to 
someone else to enjoy? (I Tim 6:10)  Is it not 
better to rely upon the goodness and the 
blessings of God, laboring peaceably in our 
own lives so that we may not only enjoy the 
cornucopia laid before us and yet share with 
those whose eyes can’t see what God has 
provided? (I Thes 4:9-12)  Are we alone in 
the world or do we choose to be alone; are 
we on the outside looking in rather than 
simply opening the door and walking 
through? Did God not provide for strength 
and comfort by marriage, family, compan-
ionship, and brotherly love? 

I would have to agree with the writer 
that if our focus turns from the creator to 
creation it would be better that we had 
never lived, for if this is the life that we 
would live we will find it completely out of 
balance and most miserable without God. 
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the later half of chapter five is not the most 
uplifting read. Solomon tells the story of a 
man who had worked hard and acquired 
great wealth.  The man hoarded his money, 
made a bad investment, and lost all that he 
had.  He was left with nothing to hand down 
to his son.  In the end, the man dies in the 
same way that he was born – naked, “taking 
nothing from the fruit of his labor.”  In verse 
16, Solomon reflects on his anecdote with 
the question, “...So what is the advantage to 
him who toils for the wind?”  In other words, 
you're just going to die, so what's the point 
in working?  Such a depressing thought.  
Thankfully, Solomon answers 
his question in verses 18-19, 
“Here is what I have seen to be 
good . . . eat, drink, and enjoy 
oneself in one's labor...for this 
is his reward...for every man 
to whom God has given 
wealth, He has empowered 
him to eat from them and to 
receive his reward and rejoice 
in his labor; this is the gift of 
God.”  A great take away from 
this section of verses is to first 
be wise with our wealth, but also to recog-
nize that our jobs are a gift from our Father.  
We have all been guilty of complaining about 
our jobs.  How despicable of us to complain 
about something that God calls a gift from 
Him! The fruits of our labor (income, results, 
etc.) are also part of that gift. 

Solomon was an authority on wealth.  In 
I Kings 3:13, God says, “I have also given you 
what you have not asked, both riches and 
honor, so that there will not be any among 
the kings like you all your days.”  In chapter 

six of Ecclesiastes, Solomon lists several sce-
narios in which man cannot enjoy his riches.  
Verse two refers to a man whom God has 
given “wealth and honor so that his soul 
lacks nothing, yet God has not empowered 
him to eat from them.”  Verses three through 
six tell the story of a man who had been 
given many great blessings; however this 
man finds no pleasure in these blessings.  
Solomon declares that it would have been 
better for this man to have never been born.  
Solomon summarizes this rather bleak pas-
sage by telling the reader that the wise man 
has no advantage over the fool in finding ful-

fillment in riches.  Ecclesiastes 
2:9 reads, “Then I became 
great and increased more than 
all who preceded me in Jerusa-
lem.  My wisdom also stood by 
me.”  Solomon had first-hand 
experience in the fleeting en-
joyment in possessions.  He 
follows his thoughts in chapter 
2:10-11 saying that his heart 
initially was pleased with the 
results of his labor; however 
after time and consideration, 

he came to the conclusion that it was all van-
ity and striving after the wind. It is not unlike 
the child who spends all his December day-
dreaming about that one toy, perhaps a Play-
station 4, that he hopes to find under the 
Christmas tree.  Christmas day finally arrives, 
and there he sees it, a Playstation 4.  The boy 
rushes through dinner so that he can 
squeeze in every possible waking second 
playing video games.  He spends every day 
parked in front of the TV, Playstation plugged 
in.  By February he's only playing with the 

(Continued on page 11) 

He who loves 
money will 

not be satis-
fied with 
money. 

Eccl 5:10a 
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Ecclesiastes presents a clear comparison 
of wisdom with folly (or foolishness).  The 
writer, as noted in other articles, makes a 
dedicated study contrasting wisdom, folly 
and madness (Eccl 1:16-18). While the con-
clusions reached in the book are more a com-
parison of the eternal perspective vs. the 
temporal perspective, we can benefit from 
the writer’s endeavors to explore the subject 
with earnest effort.  We can use Ecclesiastes 
in conjunction with other scriptures to more 
fully understand the nature of both wisdom 
and foolishness “under the sun.” 

As we proceed we should bear in mind 
the writer’s comments in chapter 2, verses 

12 and 13 “So I turned to consider wisdom, 
madness and folly; for what will the man do 
who will come after the king except what 
has already been done?  And I saw that wis-
dom excels folly as light excels darkness.”  
The writer, from his place of authority as 
king, used his power and wealth to try any-
thing and everything that came to mind.  His 
conclusion after doing that was that wisdom 
was superior to folly or foolishness. 

Having the benefit of the writer’s en-
deavors to explore these subjects should 
help us to learn how to live “under the sun” 
in the best way possible.  It will also help us 
to improve the quality of our life and to re-
duce the amount of grief and despair we will 
encounter on this side of eternity. 

While Ecclesiastes points out the basic 
advantage of wisdom over folly, Proverbs 
provides us with details of the value of wis-
dom, as well as the pitfalls of foolishness. 
Proverbs 3 provides us with a description of 
wisdom personified (Pro 3:13-18). 

The book of Job also helps us to under-
stand just what the beginning of wisdom is, 
it is the fear of the Lord, “And to man He 
said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom; And to depart from evil is under-
standing.” Job 28:28 

Near the end of Ecclesiastes chapter six, 
the writer begins to explain that the order of 
things has been established by God, and that 
man has no ability to change that.  He indi-
cates that God truly understands what is 
good for man, while man may not actually 
be able to determine within himself what is 
good for him  (Eccl 6:10-12).  This is a precur-
sor for understanding what will be revealed 

(Continued on page 12) 

       Wisdom & Folly 

Ecclesiastes 6:10-7:29 

      Kelly Johnson 

Playstation once a week.  By March it's 
never even turned on, and by June Sony 
announces the release date of the Play-
station 5.  The boy no longer feels satisfied 
with that toy that he just couldn't wait to 
have. 

So, is Solomon saying that there is no 
point to our labor and gaining wealth? No, 
not at all.  As stated in verse two of chapter 
six, the rich man cannot enjoy his riches 
because God has not empowered him to.  
Solomon tells us we can receive this em-
powerment by recognizing where our bless-
ings come from (Eccl 3:13; 5:19). 
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into peace and security; from an environ-
ment of challenge and temptation to an exis-
tence in the spiritual world where there will 
be no temptation and no sorrow.  The house 
of mourning represents the penitent man’s 
perspective, he is sorry for his sins while the 
house of feasting represents the fool’s view 
of his existence, there is no recognition of 
sin, no remorse for sin, only the desire to 
pursue short term happiness. 

In the end all men, wise and foolish,  pass 
from this world and will be judged.  The wise 
man has considered his sins and while he 
may be saddened at his failures, he is happy 
in the knowledge that he has placed his faith 
in God and repented of those sins.  The fool 
has made no such provision for the next life, 
his happiness is firmly planted in this world. 

   Starting in verse 5 we begin to consider 
a truism that is also repeated in Prov-
erbs.  The rebuke of the wise is better, 
far better, than the song (or praise) of 
the fool.  The fool in his lack of under-
standing provides praise that is void of 
judgment and is of little value to the re-
cipient.  No one values the fool’s song.   

Generally speaking scripture tells us that 
even associating with foolish people is a 

danger to us.  Proverbs 13:20 tells us, “He 
who walks with wise men will be wise, But 
the companion of fools will suffer harm.”  
Also we learn from Proverbs 17:10 that those 
who have understanding benefit more from 
a rebuke than the fool does from physical 
punishment. 

In Ecclesiastes we are shown throughout 
the entire book the value of wisdom over 
folly or foolishness.  The benefits of wisdom 

(Continued on page 13) 

in chapter seven. We must understand that 
things ordained by God are not ours to 
change and that God’s will for our lives is 
certain to be in our best interest.  Our plans 
and understanding for what is good may not 
be accurate for we do not possess God’s wis-
dom (Isa 55:8,9). Proverbs 1:7 tells us that 
understanding is based on fearing the Lord.  

Chapter seven contains a number of 
statements that do not make much sense to 
the world.  They all seem to be contrary to 
man’s wisdom.  However, if we inspect these 
scriptures in light of God’s perspective on 
man we quickly see that these are designed 
to help us understand just how important 
these words are to man’s happiness and lon-
gevity.  The writer has provided us with a 
wealth of perspective on man’s earthly exis-
tence, living “under 
the sun.” 

Let’s first ex-
plore the idea pre-
sent in the first four 
verses of chapter 
seven, “A good 
name is better than 
a good ointment, 
and the day of one’s 
death is better than the day of his birth.” The 
idea here is that physical comfort (ointment) 
is far less important than a good name.  A 
good name comes from living wisely accord-
ing to God’s principles, not by living by man’s 
ideas of wisdom.  If we live as God would 
have us to do, then our death represents the 
passage into a far better realm than we en-
joy in this physical, temporal existence.  For 
the Christian, passing from this life to the 
next represents a transition from temptation 

A good name is 
better than a 

good ointment. 

Eccl 7:1a 



 13 

 

Understood this way, then the following 
verses explain Solomon’s wisdom as it re-
lates to dealing with those who wield politi-
cal power, particularly the king.  Naturally, a 
wise man would not care to have the king’s 
face hardened against him! 

The basic advice of this section is that 
the king should be obeyed because he is 
God’s agent or minister for good.  Romans 
13:1-7 contains almost the exact same basic 
message.  The word of the king is supreme, 
and he will decide what to do and what not 
to do, and so his subjects should choose 
their actions so as not to become the king’s 
enemies.  Keeping the king’s command will 
result in the individual “knowing no evil 
thing” (8:5), which is exactly what Paul said 
to the Romans: “For rulers are not a terror to 
good conduct, but to bad. Would you have 
no fear of the one who is in authority? Then 
do what is good, and you will receive his ap-
proval” (Rom 13:3). Furthermore, wisdom 
dictates that one should choose carefully 
when to approach the king with a request 
(5b-6).  Not unlike Esther, who carefully 
chose  when  she  should  approach  King 
Ahasuerus (Esther 4:16-5:1) to invite him to 
a feast, at which time she invited him to yet 
another banquet, when she finally made her 
problem known to the king. (Esther 7:4ff). 
The prayers and fasting for three days imply 
that God granted Esther wisdom and success 
to her plan. One should weigh carefully, 
Solomon says, when to bring our troubles 
and requests  before the king.  Although 
many Christians today are not living under 
the rule of a king, these words of wisdom 
find application anytime they find them-
selves interacting with those whose posi-

(Continued on page 14) 

Chapter 8 of Ecclesiastes divides very 
nicely into two sections, 8:1-6 and 8:10-17, 
with a transition section in 8:7-9. The first of 
these sections deals with exercising wisdom 
in politics (or in relation to the king) and the 
second section discusses the reality that 
men cannot know God’s ways. 

Wisdom in Politics (8:1-9) 

At first glance, it can be difficult to un-
derstand how the first verse relates to the 
following verses.  However, the verse can be 
understood contextually in this way: 

Who is like the wise?  And who knows 
the interpretation of a thing? 

A man’s wisdom makes his (the king’s) 
face shine, And the hardness of his (the 
king’s) face is changed. 

       In God’s Hand 
Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 

   Steven D. Baxley 

are pronounced in the world we live in, in 
longer life with greater happiness and 
honor (Pro 3:13-18).  Likewise the pitfalls of 
foolish living are also documented.  God has 
provided us with the knowledge that wis-
dom is available for the asking (Jas 1:5).  We 
should never fail to take advantage of that 
offer, it is a gift that can make this mortal 
life more rewarding and help us to attain 
the immortal life that we seek. 
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tions grant them a large amount of power. 

Transition (8:7-9) 

Several truths are stated in these three 
verses. First, no man knows what the future 
holds (verse 7). Second, no man has power 
over death, war is beyond one’s control, and 
wickedness will not deliver the wicked (verse 
8). Finally, Solomon says simply that these 
are his observations of life “under the sun” 
where man has power over man to cause 
him harm (verse 9). 

Men Cannot Know God’s Ways (8:10-17) 

Solomon begins this section (verses 10-
14) with a discussion of what he perceives to 
be an apparent distortion of values in the 
world. 

First, he notes the prosperity of the 
wicked (verses 10-11). The wicked used to go 
in and out of the holy place practicing their 
wickedness, and yet they are praised upon 
their deaths. An honorable funeral is held for 
those who had acted dishonorably. In addi-
tion to not having been punished in life, they 
are now honored in death. This situation 
causes others to follow in their footsteps and 
set their hearts fully to do what is evil. 

Second, he notes that although it ap-
pears that the wicked prosper, such will not 
be the case before God. The sinner may live 
a long life under the sun, and to all external 
appearances, but “it will not be well” with 
him before God. The righteous, regardless of 
length of life (which Solomon doesn’t dis-
cuss), will be in an entirely different circum-
stance before God. For them, it “will be 
well” (verse 12). 

Third, Solomon notes that events in life 

don’t always happen according to whether 
someone  is  wicked  or  righteous.  The 
wicked sometimes do very well, while the 
righteous suffer. This too is a vanity that is 
found under the sun (verse 14). 

After noting all these things, Solomon’s 
conclusion in verse 15 is that man should 
enjoy his life under the sun. He is not advo-
cating sinful living, nor is he advocating a 
casual attitude towards the injustices of 
life. Solomon is not saying that men should 
adopt the attitude of the rich fool who says 
to himself “Soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry” (Lu 12:19). Rather, Solomon is ac-
knowledging  that  unending  worry  over 
these things will not produce any good. 
“Sufficient for the day is its own trou-
ble” (Mt 6:34b). A partial explanation for 
this attitude can be found in verses 16-17. 
A more complete explanation is  found 
more developed elsewhere in the book. 

Solomon concludes this section by not-
ing that he had sought earnestly to know 
wisdom and to understand the things that 
happen on earth, and that even by applying 
himself to it consistently and constantly, he 
is left with one inescapable conclusion.  
God’s working in the world is absolutely 
unfathomable! Why is injustice allowed to 
exist “under the sun,” and why the right-
eous suffer at times are questions that only 
God can answer, and that answer cannot 
be found simply by applying human wis-
dom. In the end, a person comes to the 
conclusion that some things are the way 
they are because that’s the way that God 
allows them to be, without understanding 

(Continued on page 15) 
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memory of the departed is forgotten. 

I have walked through cemeteries read-
ing epitaphs engraved in granite and marble 
and I have also passed a few graves with 
nothing more than a weathered brick as a 
marker. These burial plots are similar as 
each of them contains the remains of one 
who was beloved, but the memory of that 
individual has faded from the hearts and 
minds of those who still walk upon this 
earth. In an ancient cemetery in Pennsyl-
vania, I saw a huge marble slab honoring a 
distant relative, Abraham Gray. Next to his 
grave, his wife’s identical marker had fallen 
over; her inscription was gone, eradicated 
by time and weather. She was erased from 
memory, just as her epitaph was erased by 
the ravages of time. 

The loves and hates of the departed per-
ish with them. Forever they will have no 
more share in the fortunes of earth or in the 
things that are done here. All of the things 
that they possessed are given over to others. 

The Preacher urges those who are, at 
present, on this side of the grave to enjoy 
the things that God has given them; to eat 
and drink with a merry heart, to be clean, 
presentable, and healthy and (this is one of 
my favorite passages) to enjoy life with the 
wife whom you love, because these things 
are yours to enjoy as the fruits of your la-
bors. He emphasizes that whatever your 
livelihood may be, that you take to it with 
gusto, doing your very best, knowing that 
when your life ends, so will your occupation, 
your thoughts, your accumulated knowledge 
and wisdom. All of these things will vanish 
like a fog at the rising of the sun. 

(Continued on page 16) 

In Ecclesiastes chapter 9, the Preacher 
continues to speak of the lives of men “on 
earth.” He takes a narrowed viewpoint 
which seems to look at life as finite, encased 
between one’s birth and death, without re-
gard for an afterlife. In this light, he points 
out something that we all know, good things 
happen to evil men as well as to good men; 
the reverse is also true, that both the chil-
dren of God and worldly people experience 
evil, tragedy, sickness, and of course death. 

He emphasizes that while we are still 
living “on earth” or “under the sun,” there 
remains hope for each of us. He says, “for a 
living dog is better than a dead lion.” Basi-
cally, if you are of little account in the eyes 
of the world, but are alive under the sun, 
then you are better off than a man of great 
historical stature who has long since died. 
You remain alive while he is gone from this 
world forever. 

Though some men live as though they 
will never die, the man who is honest with 
himself knows that death is a certainty. “The 
dead know nothing” about the things that 
transpire after they are gone. They have no 
“rewards” on this earth, as they have had to 
leave them behind. In a short time, even the 

    Man’s Destiny 
Ecclesiastes 9:1—10:11 

       Ron Gray 

exactly why that is. Man’s comprehension 
of God’s plans and ways is simply too finite 
to give any kind of a satisfactory answer.  
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The Preacher’s true observation reveals 
what our lives have seen before, that some-
times the frontrunner loses the race, the 
underdog army wins the battle, the wise 
man does not reap a proper reward, the 
most intelligent do not always gain riches, 
and at times the knowledgeable are out of 
favor with their fellow man. 

We do not know, indeed we cannot 
know what will happen next 
in our lives. We live in a world 
of uncertainty; just as a fish 
going about its business is 
suddenly hauled up in a net, 
so it may also be with each of 
us. Well laid plans fall into 
failure, a venture comes to 
naught, or perhaps our life 
tragically ends without warn-
ing. This picture of life under 
the sun, as viewed by the au-
thor, is bleak, short, and un-
predictable. 

The story is told here, near the end of 
chapter 9, of a little city, with few men to 
protect it. That city was besieged by a great 
and powerful king. It happened that a poor 
wise man devised a plan that thwarted the 
intentions of the mighty enemy. By his wis-
dom, the poor man saved the city from a 
terrible fate, yet afterward, no one remem-
bered him. A successful plan – like a good 
meal – is often enjoyed and then forgotten. 
But, our failures stick in the minds of those 
surrounding us for what seems like an eter-
nity. 

We are told here that wisdom is better 
than might. In many instances, words of wis-
dom are despised and dismissed, so unwel-

comed that they fall on deaf ears. Words of 
wisdom spoken in quiet are better than the 
loud speech of a ruler spoken to a crowd of 
unwise listeners. The usefulness and appro-
priateness of the words far outweigh the 
volume of the oration or a dramatic delivery. 

Just as one sinner can destroy much 
good, it only takes a little foolishness to 
overturn a lifetime of wisdom and honor. 

We have seen in recent his-
tory, well respected public 
figures who destroy their 
reputations with just one fool-
ish moment of indiscretion. 

    The Preacher tells a truth 
which happens even today; he 
calls it an “error proceeding 
from the ruler.” In many cases 
a well-connected man with 
very little sense or wisdom is 
set into a high place in govern-
ment or in business. The dam-
age done by his lack of wis-

dom can be catastrophic! We can see in-
stances of this within the uprisings of North-
ern Africa and the Middle East. A dictatorial 
government is overthrown and optimistically 
replaced with men who have no sense of 
what to do next or how to steer the govern-
ment in a new direction. New chaos replaces 
old misery. 

Chapter 10 lists examples of foolishness. 
One of these is an example of a dull axe. “If 
the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen 
the edge, he must use more strength.” I have 
experienced this very phenomenon while 
chopping down trees on my property. A 
sharp axe does the job quickly and effi-

(Continued on page 17) 

Enjoy life with 
the woman 

whom you love 
all the days of 
your fleeting 

life . . . for this 
is your reward. 

Eccl 9:9a 
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In my career, I’ve held several positions 
in management and often interviewed candi-
dates for positions in the organization.  Be-
fore an applicant arrived for an interview, I 
would review their resume and select items 
that I wanted to hear more about, for exam-
ple how the individual accomplished a cer-
tain project.  The hope for the interview was 
to find the perfect candidate for the job.  
With initial greetings exchanged, from first 
appearances, it looks like a promising new 

hire.  The person does a good job of present-
ing themselves as the perfect person for the 
job.  However, as the interview progresses, 
more and more items are said by the candi-
date that make you shake your head and 
wonder what on earth they were thinking 
when they made such a statement.  If the 
person could have just stopped talking, they 
probably would have been offered the job.  
However, their foolish comments landed 
them in a pile of discarded resumes.  Why 
can’t people know when to stop talking? 

This is not a new issue.  Solomon de-
scribes this foolish talking in Ecclesiastes 
10:12-13 where he said, “. . . the lips of a fool 
consume him; the beginning of his talking is 
folly and the end of it is wicked madness.”  
Fools just talk too much and often just enjoy 
hearing the sound of their own voice.  Often, 
I have heard people present themselves as 
experts in an area, but as they talk, you soon 
learn that their “expertise” is only in their 
mind.  They talk about things they know 
nothing about.  We all know this type of per-
son; the person who knows everything about 
everything.  Solomon identifies these folks in 
verse 15 where he says, “The toil of a fool so 
wearies him that he does not even know how 
to go to a city.”  They talk, but don’t know 
anything about what they are saying. 

It is interesting in v16 that Solomon ties 
senseless talking with young rulers.  He could 
have been remembering his youth when he 
first started ruling or others who are young in 
leadership positions.  Leadership begins by 
listening before you speak to avoid saying 
something that is received as foolish.  These 
young rulers have so much to learn about  
prudence in their speech and actions. 

(Continued on page 18) 

ciently; a dull axe makes you work much 
harder. Just as a sharper axe gives a success-
ful outcome, “wisdom helps one succeed.” 

Wisdom is a commodity whose value 
seems to be unrecognized in our society; 
foolishness abounds and is exalted. Many so- 
called celebrities flaunt frivolous, immoral, 
and dangerous behaviors, setting the worst 
possible examples for our youth. 

With wisdom, we can see the true na-
ture of our God, our fellow man, and our 
own everyday lives; without wisdom, we 
blindly search for what we cannot see. When 
we seek to sharpen our own wisdom, as in 
the story of the axe, we can be spared many 
of the perils, pitfalls, and pains of life. Seek-
ing and using wisdom can make us healthy: 
spiritually, mentally, and even financially. 
Wisdom is truly a gift from God (Jas 1:5). 

    Prudence 
Ecclesiastes 10:12—11:10 

          Craig Sweet 
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 Most young rulers do not understand 
the need or value of being prudent when it 
comes to taking action at an appropriate 
time.  For example, in V17, he says that 
there is an appropriate time to eat and one 
should eat to live and not live to eat.  Doing 
things at the wrong time or for the wrong 
reasons has consequences.  In v18, Solomon 
gives the example of rafters that hold up a 
roof.  If the rafters start to sag and are not 
taken care of, the roof will eventually start 
to leak and then the problem is much more 
serious.  If there is one thing that is frustrat-
ing which is common, but not exclusive to 
young people, is their procrastination.  They 
put things off until they become serious and 
then complain that the problem is beyond 
what they can handle.  Then they seek 
someone to help relieve them of their prob-
lem and their responsibility.  These are often 
the same individuals who will go out and eat 
a fancy meal, but don’t have enough money 
to pay the rent.  They also think that if they 
had more money, that would be the answer 
to all of their problems (v19).  When in real-
ity, Solomon tries to point out that if you 
take care of the correct things at the appro-
priate time, there will be less problems to 
deal with later when they are more serious 
and expensive.  It is a wise person who 
learns that money is not the answer to all 
their problems.  Taking action at the appro-
priate time and for the right reason will 
avoid a lot of hardship in the future. 

In Ecclesiastes 10, it is clear that Solo-
mon states that a fool is all talk and no ac-
tion.  He uses this as a springboard into 
chapter 11 where he talks about some peo-
ple who won’t take action because they 

don’t understand things that only God 
knows.  We need to spend our time and ef-
forts on what we can do and not on what we 
don’t or can’t understand.  Life happens 
around us all the time with situations be-
yond our control, such as the weather (Eccl 
11:3).  Solomon tells us to get to work (v6)!  
There is no way to know in advance if all 
your efforts will be fruitful.  Some will not 
take any actions for fear of failure, however, 
no action is failure before you even try.  We 
must try if we expect to be successful. 

When we are successful or have good 
days, we need to take the time to rejoice 
and enjoy them.  Life is short and those of us 
who have lived for a while remember the 
hard days.  Solomon reminds us to remem-
ber the hard days, not to dwell on them, but 
to learn from them.  Hard and dark days 
come and go.  But, in general, life is good 
and we need to live the wonderful life that 
God has granted us.  In the end, this life will 
pass away and everything in it.  In the 
scheme of eternity, this life is really very 
short and it is futile to try to manage future 
events that are unknown (v8).  So, live your 
life for today, remember the past, and don’t 
worry about the future (Matt 6:34). 

The concept of living for today is best 
described as Solomon wraps up chapter 11.  
When we are younger and have more en-
ergy, we can do more things than when we 
get older and our bodies start to slow down.  
Enjoy the good days while you are young 
(v9) and put them in your heart for later.  It 
is OK to follow your dreams and to have am-
bition for the future.  Set your goals and 
push toward them.  Work hard and make 
memories while you are young.  Childhood 

(Continued on page 19) 
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The preacher in Ecclesiastes uses meta-
phor to describe the end of life, the end of 
things under the sun for mankind.  I read a 
lot of commentary on these verses and 
found some surprising takes on them, but as 
in all parables, metaphors, and other figures 
of speech, I think it best not to strain to 
make each little detail stand for something 
else.  Just go with the pictures evoked in 
your own mind by the beautiful language of 
the poet here, and you will see why he calls 
these the “evil days.”  (Eccl 12:1) 

It’s a measure of comfort to know that 
what is happening to us as we age is com-
mon to all, with a few exceptions, such as 
Moses and Caleb.  At 120, Moses’  “. . . eye 
was undimmed, and his vigor unabated.”  
Deut 34:7  At 85, Caleb said, “I am still as 
strong today as I was in the day that Moses 
sent me; my strength now is as my strength 
was then, for war and for going and com-
ing.”  Josh 14:11  Most of us, however, are 
not destined to do the great things these 
men were empowered by God to do.  We 
falter and deteriorate as we approach the 
end.  It seems it would be easier to leave 
something that is wearing us out, than to 
leave something that is still fulfilling and 
pleasurable:  “. . . before the evil days come 
and the years draw near of which you will 
say, ‘I have no pleasure in them.’”  Eccl 12:1  
The preacher had earlier cautioned the 
young to appreciate youth while they have 
it, warning “. . . that the days of darkness will 
be many. . . .” Eccl 11:8  The darkness theme 
is carried into the picture of old age:  “before 
the sun and the light and the moon and the 
stars are darkened and the clouds return af-
ter the rain.”  Eccl 12:2  The admonition to 

(Continued on page 20) 

When people my age get together, the 
conversation inevitably turns to our aches, 
pains, and diminishing abilities.  It goes 
something like this: 

“It takes longer to thread the needle than 
it does to sew the skirt, with my shaking 
hands and my eyes that are just not as good 
as they used to be.” 

“Yeah, and I keep turning the TV up 
higher and higher to hear it.” 

“Well, I just hate that it’s harder to eat 
now that I’ve lost so many teeth.  Can’t smell 
the food, either, and that’s a big part of en-
joying meals, you know:  the aroma.” 

“Guess we’ll have to move soon; I just 
can’t navigate the stairs anymore, and even if 
I could manage to step up them, I’m afraid of 
falling.  Can’t climb a ladder, either, to take 
care of things around here.” 

        The “Evil Days” 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 

          Carol Fertig   

and prime of life are the best, but they are 
gone so quickly.  However, while you are 
living, don’t forget God in your life.  The 
things you do while you are young may be 
the regrets you remember when you are 
old.  God is the only judge that we need to 
be concerned with and everything we do, 
whether young or old, will be called in to 
judgment one day (11:9b).  So, live your life 
for God every day; that will make you 
happy. 
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“Remember also your Creator in the days of 
your youth . . .”  in Ecclesiastes 12:1 hints 
that in so doing, that will provide a core of 
strength that will see one through the times 
when the clouds keep returning after the 
rain.  Sounds like a return to Solomon’s 
(probably) theme of repetitious life under 
the sun. 

The preacher then goes into a poetic 
description of what happens to our “jars of 
clay” (2 Cor 4:7) as we age.  The hands trem-
ble (keepers of the house), the legs bow (the 
strong men are bent), there are fewer teeth 
(grinders cease because they are few), and 
the eyes get cloudy (those who look through 
the windows are dimmed). The metaphor of 
a house is especially fitting when you think 
about this body being a dwelling place for 
the spirit of man.  (Eccl 12:3)  Forget about 
sleeping late, even if you are retired!  
Though it’s harder to hear most things, we 
wake early and hear that old early bird 
(rooster?)  (Eccl 12:4)  In this somewhat 
gloomy picture, it is a little bit pleasant to 
think of our white/gray hair as almond tree 
blossoms.  This is especially so if you remem-
ber from your study and closeness to God in 
your youth, that white or gray hair is a 
crown of glory (Prov 16:31) and splendor. 
(Prov 20:29) 

Verse 5 of Ecclesiastes 12 has a piece of 
hope and optimism embedded in it.  This 
situation with our mortal bodies simply 
means that man is “going to his eternal 
home.”  It’s part of the natural progression 
that the temporal and eternal parts of man 
are separated at the point of death, so that 
man can enter confidently into the presence 
of God who made him.  (Eccl 12:5, 7)  The 
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age in which even a grasshopper might 
seem too heavy a burden to bear doesn’t 
last long “before the silver cord is snapped, 
or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher 
is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern, and the dust returns 
to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns 
to God who gave it.” Eccl 12:6-7   The rich-
ness of the images here is exciting and 
sparkly:  gold and silver and water.  They 
capture the attention after all the darkness 
and gloominess of the preceding verses.  
Many of the commentaries I read made a 
lot out of these, but I see them simply as 
four ways of saying the same thing:  death 
occurs.  The verbs seem to make that clear:  
snapped, broken, and shattered.  The shin-
ing images remind me that “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  
Psa 116:15 

Once again there is hope and gratitude 
for us in Ecclesiastes 12: 7.  We don’t end 
when our mortal lives end; our spirits 
which are our real selves return to God.  
This ending is actually the beginning in the 
place where God is.  God is in complete 
control of this whole process which takes 
us in a big loop from Him back to Him.  In 
verse 8, the preacher, probably Solomon, 
returns to his theme of vanity of life, but 
we have glimpsed that whatever vanity 
there is in this mortal life is wiped away in 
eternity in God’s house! 


