
  

 

In our modern world, we aren’t all that familiar with absolute monarchs.   In fact  one of the 
core tenets of our U.S. constitution was to prevent the accumulation of power to one person or 
office by distributing the authority to govern between three independent branches of govern-
ment.  But throughout the history of mankind, the dominant form of government has been the 
absolute monarchy.  The children of Israel in their quest to be like the nations around them also 
wanted a king, an absolute monarch.  In Deuteronomy 17:14-20, Moses gave commands concern-
ing kings; hundreds of years before Israel’s first sovereign ruler.  The first commands were that 
Israel could only anoint a king over them whom God chose and this king was required to be a fel-
low countryman, an Israelite.   

(Continued on page 2) 

Taken from a panel on the Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III.  Jehu, King of Israel, son of Omri is 
depicted kneeling before the Assyrian king; bringing him a tribute of silver, gold, a scepter & 
spears.  (The 6 1/2 ft. black limestone obelisk resides in the British Museum.  Discovered in 1845) 

Lessons From the Kings 
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Beginning in verse 18, Moses  gave the following in-
structions to insure that future kings of Israel would be 
righteous, benevolent monarchs.  “Now it shall come 
about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall 
write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the pres-
ence of the Levitical priests. And it shall be with him, and 
he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to 
fear the LORD  his God, by carefully observing all the words 
of this law and these statutes, that his heart may not be 
lifted up above his countrymen and that he may not turn 
aside from the commandment, to the right or the left; in 
order that he and his sons may continue long in his king-
dom in the midst of Israel.”  Deut 17:18-20   To summa-
rize, each king was to: 

 Write out his own copy of God’s law in the pres-
ence of Levitical priests 

 Keep his copy nearby and read it all his life 

 Carefully observe (obey) the law and statutes; 
turn neither to the right nor to the left 

 Don’t exalt himself above his countrymen 

If the king would do this, he and his sons could expect to 
reign long in Israel. 

Since Israel’s beginnings as a nation and throughout 
the era of the Judges, God served as their Monarch.  
When Israel first demanded a king, Samuel was displeased 
that the people were dissatisfied with him and his sons 
judging the nation, however God said, “they have not re-
jected you, but they have rejected Me from being king 
over them.”  Sam 8:7b  God “tolerated” their desire to be 
like all the nations, but instructed Samuel to fully inform 
them of the high cost. (1 Sam 8:10-18)  He concluded with 
this warning, “then you will cry out in that day because of 
your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the 
Lord will not answer you in that day.”  However, the mind 
of the people was made up, “nevertheless, the people re-
fused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, but 
there shall be a king over us, that we may be like all the 
nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us 
and fight our battles.” 1 Sam 8:19-20 

(Continued on page 3   ) 
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The first recorded effort to anoint a king 
over Israel is recorded in Judges 8 when 
Gideon led the northern tribes to defeat the 
scourge of the Midianites.    Initially lacking 
in confidence, he eventually obeyed the Lord 
and became a powerful  leader and deliv-
erer.  As he returned home from pursuing 
the Midianites, “the men of Israel said to 
Gideon, ‘rule over us, both you and your son, 
also your son’s son, for you have delivered us 
from the hand of Midian.’”  Judg 8:22  “But 
Gideon said to them, I will not rule over you, 
nor shall my son rule over you, the Lord shall 
rule over you.”  Judg 8:23  As laudable as 
Gideon’s response may have been, his next 
action undermined and squandered his sig-
nificant influence for good.  In verses 8:24-27 
he asked for gold from the spoils of war from 
those who’d fought the Midianites with him. 
From this he fashioned an ephod and placed 
it in his home town of Ophrah.  This seem-
ingly reasonable and perhaps honorable un-
dertaking turned into snare for Gideon and 
his household.  The details of Israel’s sin isn’t 
specified, only that his actions led Israel to 
“play the harlot,”  to turn away from the 
worship that God commanded for Himself 
alone.   His actions and influence depreci-
ated the spirituality of the whole nation. 

Gideon was the father of 70 sons by his 
many wives, plus the father of yet another 
son by his concubine in Shechem.  Judges 9 
records the sordid account of  Abimelech the 
rogue son who’s initial action following his 
father’s death was to kill his 70 half brothers  
(Judg 9:5).  Even though Gideon (Jerubbaal) 
had disavowed any interest in being king, 
Abimelech ingratiated himself with his 
mother’s family and town leaders, and they 

provided their “favorite son” with funds and 
political backing.  Judges 9:6a reads, “and all 
the men of Shechem and all Beth-millo as-
sembled together, and they went and made 
Abimelech king.”  Verse 9:22 states that, 
“now Abimelech ruled over Israel three 
years.”  As you reflect on Abimelech’s reign, 
you’ll no doubt remember that it ended 
abruptly when a certain woman mercifully 
threw an upper millstone from a tower and 
crushed his skull.  Abimelech was a rascal 
through and through who brought much pain 
and dishonor on Israel.  So how did a mighty 
leader and deliverer like Gideon bring up 
such a worthless usurper as Abimelech?  
Proverbs 22:6 states, “train up a child in the 
way he should go, even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.”  Deuteronomy 6:7 states, 
“you shall teach them (God’s word) diligently  
to your sons and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down and when you 
rise up.”  It appears that Gideon failed to do 
that and Israel reaped the whirlwind. 

This publication issue examines several 
kings who reigned during the divided king-
dom period.  Our objective is to go beyond a 
brief history of their reign, to connect their 
obedience to  God’s commandments with 
outcome of their reign.  As you know the 
ungodly leadership of the northern (Kingdom 
of Israel) monarchs resulted in a progressive 
departure from God for the entire nation.  In 
less than 200 years the nation was carried off 
into captivity.  Thankfully, the spiritual influ-
ence of some godly kings prolonged the exis-
tence of the southern kingdom of Judah for a 
while. 
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Jeroboam I 
Ron Gray 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat was a young 
man who was destined for greatness. King 
Solomon saw that he was “very able” and 
“industrious,” therefore he gave Jeroboam a 
position of great authority. (1 Kgs 11:28) 

The prophet Ahijah graphically demon-
strated to  Jeroboam the Lord’s plans for him. 
God would break up Solomon’s kingdom be-
cause of idolatry, keeping just a small part for 
the line of David. The greater part (10 tribes) 
would be under Jeroboam as the new king of 
Israel. Solomon became aware of this and 
sought to kill Jeroboam, who fled to Egypt. (1 
Kgs 11:29-40) 

Upon Solomon’s death, his son Reho-
boam became king and Jeroboam returned 
home. As spokesman for the people, Jero-
boam asked Rehoboam to lighten the heavy 
burdens that Solomon had placed upon 
them. He refused and Israel rebelled against 
Rehoboam. They made Jeroboam king over 
ten tribes just as the prophet had spoken. 

The future looked bright for Jeroboam as 
he became king and had God’s blessing in so 
doing. But, one tiny word that God spoke 
through the prophet Ahijah proved to be the 
stumbling block that would take away a life-
time of blessings and a glorious legacy; that 
word was “if.” “And if you will listen to all 
that I command you, and will walk in my 
ways, and do what is right in my eyes by 
keeping my statutes and my commandments, 
as David my servant did, I will be with you 
and will build you a sure house, as I built for 
David, and I will give Israel to you.”  1 Kgs 
11:38 

Jeroboam began to worry that as his sub-

jects went to Jerusalem to offer sacrifice at 
the Temple, their allegiances would turn 
back to the king in Judah. And if that hap-
pened they would then kill him. So, Jero-
boam “took counsel” and made two calves of 
gold. Then he told the people, “You have 
gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold 
your gods, O Israel who brought you up out 
of the land of Egypt.” He set one idol in Be-
thel and one in Dan at opposite ends of the 
country. He also made temples in high places 
and appointed priests who were not of the 
tribe of Levi. 

The words Jeroboam spoke echoed the 
words of the Israelites in the wilderness as 
they stood by the golden calf that Aaron 
made. It is amazing to think that anyone who 
had knowledge of Israel’s history with the 
golden calf, and the wrath of God that fol-
lowed would even consider repeating that 
scenario. If Aaron “brought such a great sin 
upon them,” Jeroboam doubled that sin! (Ex 
32:12; 1Kgs 14:16) 

Jeroboam also appointed a feast which 
was to be held in the eighth month rather 
than the seventh month. While he was there 
at Bethel offering sacrifices on the altar “on 
the fifteenth day in the month that he had 
devised from his own heart,” 1 Kgs. 12:33  a 
man of God cried out against the altar. Jero-
boam stretched out his hand saying, “seize 
him.” His arm withered and was paralyzed. 
He begged the man to ask God to heal him. 
The man did and God restored the arm. 

All of these things did not convince nor 
humble Jeroboam before the Lord. He went 
on to tragically lose his son. He expected to 
defeat the kingdom of Judah in battle where 

(Continued on page 5) 
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he had 800,000 men and Judah had 
400,000. He planned to ambush them from 
behind their lines. King Abijah of Judah 
asked him, “You think to withstand the king-
dom of the Lord” with multitudes and idols? 
Jeroboam lost a half million men who fell 
slain that day. 

Jeroboam is the very picture of one who 
had God’s blessings and squandered all in 
reckless arrogance. Perhaps the stay in 
idolatrous Egypt colored his thinking and the 
“counsel” he sought concerning the idols 
was definitely flawed. Perhaps those advi-
sors feared the consequences of not agree-
ing to his preconceived notions. Yet, as Solo-
mon said Jeroboam was a man “very able.” 
He, like the rest of us, was responsible for 
his own thoughts, words, and actions. 

Had he obeyed the words that God 
spoke to him by Ahijah, Jeroboam could 
have been a model king, he could have 
changed history, souls would have turned to 
God, a half million men would not have died 
in vain. His legacy could have been enviable; 
but this is his legacy: “He sinned and made 
Israel to sin.” 1 Kgs 14:16  In fact, the Scrip-
tures say of Bassha (and nearly every other 
king of Israel), "and he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord and walked in the way of Jero-
boam and in his sin which he made Israel 
sin."  1 Kgs 15:34  This or a similar statement 
is used to describe nearly every king of Is-
rael that follows him.  As the first king, his 
ungodly influence seemingly set the stage 
for all subsequent kings as well as the nation 
itself, and doomed Israel to captivity. 

Jesus gave every person on earth, who 
would receive Him, the right to become chil-
dren of God. (John 1:13) But, how many of 

them have turned to selfish folly and aban-
doned the promises of the Lord? 

The New Testament tells us how to be-
come God’s children, how to live a life of 
faithfulness, and how our God expects to be 
worshipped. But, millions of “believers” have 
gone down the same path as King Jeroboam, 
thinking that God’s plan is not working for 
me. I will delete the parts that I don’t like and 
add whatever I desire to “enhance” the proc-
ess. Surely, the Lord will find my ways to be 
just as good as any other. 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isa 
55:8-9 

Just as the man of God tried to correct 
Jeroboam and bring him back to reality, we 
may find ourselves being admonished by a 
Christian Brother or Sister. Do we have the 
contrite heart to listen and turn back to the 
Lord or would we like to stick out an accusing 
arm and say, “Seize him!” Hiding from the 
truth - because you don’t want to hear it – is 
just as effective as the ostrich who buries his 
head in the sand. 

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness, considering your-
self lest you also be tempted.” Gal 6:1 

One lesson from this study is this: When-
ever we feel like determining if something is 
right religiously, we should not “seek coun-
sel” from “yes-men” (those who you know 
will tell you what you want to hear). God sees 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Rehoboam 
Steven D. Baxley 

Rehoboam was the son of Solomon by 
Naamah the Ammonitess.  He reigned after 
the death of his father (931 B.C.) for seven-
teen years. He was forty-one years old when 
he began to reign (1 Kgs 14:21). His reign is 
described in three sections of Scripture: 1 
Kings 12:1-24; 1 Kings 14:21-31; and 2 
Chronicles 10-12. He is best remembered as 

the king whose actions directly resulted in 
the dissolution of the united monarchy, and 
the establishment of the northern kingdom 
of Israel under Jeroboam I (which is dis-
cussed in a separate article in this publica-
tion). 

Rehoboam’s coronation was held at 
Shechem. Jeroboam son of Nebat returned 
from Egypt (where he had fled from Solo-
mon) and served as a spokesman for the 
people. Their request was simple: Solomon 
had burdened the people with hard service, 
and they now sought relief. Rehoboam 
asked for three days to consider their re-
quest. During this time, he consulted two 
parties. The first group were the older men 
who had served as advisers to Solomon. 
Their advice was, “If you will be a servant to 
this people today and serve them, and speak 
good words to them when you answer 
them, then they will be your servants for-
ever.” 1 Kgs 12:7 Next, Rehoboam consulted 
the young men for their advice. Their re-
sponse was harsh: “Thus shall you speak to 
this people who said to you, ‘Your father 
made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for 
us,’ thus shall you say to them, ‘My little 
finger is thicker than my father’s thighs. And 
now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disci-
plined you with whips, but I will discipline 
you with scorpions.’” 1 Kgs 12:10-11  Reho-
boam chose to follow the advice of these 
men with whom he had grown up.  

The result was that 10 of the 12 tribes 
rejected all allegiance to the House of 
David: “What portion do we have in David? 
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. 

(Continued on page 7) 

everything you do, hears every word you 
utter, and knows every thought that passes 
through your mind; therefore, at Judgment 
Day there will be no witnesses called and no 
accomplices upon whom to cast blame. You 
will stand alone and give answer for yourself. 

Probably the most amazingly foolish 
thing that Jeroboam did was to set up the 
golden calves. Not only has God condemned 
idolatry from the beginning, but there is evi-
dence that worshipping a golden calf brings 
the wrath of God! Whenever you know that 
God condemns something and you have evi-
dence of the devastating results of that sin; 
why would you ever engage in such? 

Jeroboam would not live up to his part 
of God’s promise. Will you? God makes His 
promise to us: “Whoever keeps his com-
mandments abides in God, and God in him.” 
1 John 3:24a 
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To your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own 
house, David.” 1 Kgs 12:16   Rehoboam sent 
his taskmaster Adoram to restore order, he 
was stoned to death, and the king was forced 
to flee back to Jerusalem. Gathering an army 
of 180,000 men from the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, Rehoboam decides to take back 
the lost territories by force.  God makes it 
clear to him through Shemaiah the prophet 
that he is not to do this, and although this 
major invasion is abandoned, conflict be-
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam (now king 
over the northern tribes) will continue off-
and-on for many years (1 Kgs 14:30).  

In making his decision, Rehoboam sought 
counsel (“Plans are established by counsel; 
by wise guidance wage war.” – Proverbs 
20:18), but failed to differentiate between 
wise counsel and unwise counsel. He failed 
to understand that those who had advised 
his father Solomon had experience beyond 
any that the younger men would have had or 
could provide. More importantly, Rehoboam 
made no effort at all to consult God on this 
decision. He certainly could have consulted 
Shemaiah, or even the prophet Adonijah of 
Shiloh (who had delivered God’s message to 
Jeroboam – 1 Kgs 11:29ff). This was his fatal 
mistake. Perhaps Rehoboam can be forgiven 
for not being wise enough himself to choose 
the best counsel to follow, but in not consult-
ing God (either in his reply, or in sending 
Adoram to crush the revolt, or in his planned 
invasion), he ignores the one and only source 
for absolutely wise counsel.  

The second thing that should be noted 
about Rehoboam’s reign was the religious 
climate that prevailed in Judah. When Jero-
boam established idolatry in the northern 

kingdom, Levites and priests moved to the 
southern kingdom (2 Chron 11:13), and thus 
“they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, 
and for three years they made Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon secure, for they walked 
for three years in the way of David and Solo-
mon.” This certainly was a good start, espe-
cially after Rehoboam’s failure at Shechem!  
However, this religious attitude was lost 
fairly quickly once Rehoboam had solidified 
his hold on power (2 Chron 12:1). Whether 
actively promoted by the king, or “only” tol-
erated by him, Judah built places of pagan 
worship and even allowed male cult prosti-
tutes, engaging in the practices of the Ca-
naanites that God had driven out of the land 
(1 Kgs 14:22-24).  These changes took place 
rapidly, since Shishak of Egypt invaded the 
land in Rehoboam’s fifth year (1 Kgs 14:25). 
Chronicles makes it clear that this invasion 
was a result of their unfaithfulness (2 Chron 
12:2,5). Shishak was able to capture Judah’s 
fortified cities, even reaching Jerusalem. His 
inscription in the temple of Karnak at Luxor 
(Egypt) lists 156 towns that he conquered, 
some of which were located in the northern 
kingdom of Israel. In response to this inva-
sion and to God’s message delivered 
through Shemaiah, the “princes of Israel and 
the king humbled themselves and said ‘the 
Lord is righteous.’” 2 Chron 12:6  God deliv-
ers the kingdom from the hands of Shishak, 
but only after Rehoboam is forced to pay 
substantial tribute, in the form of the Tem-
ple and palace treasures, including the 
shields of gold that Solomon had made (2 
Chron 12:9). The overall assessment of 
Rehoboam’s reign is negative. 2 Chronicles 
12:14 states, “And he did evil, for he did not 
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bat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of 
Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to 
serve Baal and worshiped him.” 1 Kgs 16:31 

Jezebel convinced Ahab to built an altar  
and house of Baal in Samaria. Not only fa-
natical about her idolatrous religion, she was 
also headstrong, self-willed and domineer-
ing. With a moral weakling for a husband, 
she had little trouble getting her way.  

Not satisfied just to establish her religion 
in Israel, Jezebel sought to stamp out every 
remnant of Jehovah worship and to kill every 
true prophet of God, and she almost suc-
ceeded. Some prophets survived by compro-
mising their convictions, another group of 
100 were hidden in a cave and fed secretly 
by a godly servant of Ahab named Obadiah. 
But Elijah was the only one courageous 
enough to stand up openly against Jezebel’s 
wickedness. God gave him a great victory 
when he called down fire from heaven upon 
Mount Carmel. The prophets of Baal were 
slain and it looked as though the nation 
would turn back to God. But Jezebel was not 
finished with her sinister work. She swore in 
her rage that she would kill Elijah, and he ran 
for his life.  Baal worship lived on, dragging 
the nation to new depths of degradation.  

Ahab was just as self-willed as Jezebel, 
but with a different temperament. For one 
thing, he had willfully entered a politically 
convenient marriage that was  contrary to 
every word from God. But Ahab’s self-will 
becomes even more evident in an incident 
involving the king and Naboth’s vineyard. 
“Now it came about after these things, that 
Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard which 
was in Jezreel beside the palace of Ahab king 

(Continued on page 9) 

Ahab 
Cedric Land 

King Ahab was one of Israel's most pow-
erful rulers; ruling from 874 to 853 B.C. He 
is introduced to the pages of Scripture with 
these shocking words: “And Ahab the son of 
Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord more 
than all who were before him.” 1 Kgs 16:30  
He had the dubious distinction of being the 
most wicked king who reigned over Israel 
up until his day. We expect almost anything 
from a man that degenerate, and are not 
surprised to read, “And it came about, as 
though it had been a trivial thing for him to 
walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne-

set his heart to seek the Lord.”  Since 
Shishak’s invasion was in Rehoboam’s fifth 
year, and he reigned seventeen years in to-
tal, there were twelve years left when he 
could demonstrate the genuine character of 
his repentance. Given the overall assess-
ment, it would seem safe to conclude that 
his repentance during the invasion turned 
out to be short-lived.  

In this regard, Rehoboam’s reign mirrors 
the picture presented of Judah as a whole 
throughout this period. Sin would be fol-
lowed by repentance (and an unrighteous 
king by a righteous one) until the reign of 
Zedekiah, at the end of which, “the wrath of 
the Lord rose against his people, until there 
was no remedy.” (2 Chron 36:15). The only 
thing left was the total destruction of Jeru-
salem, and captivity in Babylon. 
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of Samaria.” 1 Kgs 21:1  Ahab wanted 
Naboth’s property, but Naboth didn’t want 
to sell or trade his inheritance, just as he 
should have done, for God had forbidden the 
Jews to sell their paternal inheritance (Lev 
25:23-34). Naboth was simply obeying the 
law of the Lord. 

“So Ahab came into his house sullen and 
vexed because of the word which Naboth the 
Jezreelite had spoken to him .... And he lay 
down on his bed and turned away his face 
and ate no food.”  1 Kgs 21:4  Can you be-
lieve that a grown man would act this child-
ishly? Jezebel found Ahab sulking in his bed 
and said to him, “How is it that your spirit is 
so sullen that you are not eating food?”  1 
Kgs 21:5  He told her how Naboth refused to 
give him his vineyard. She replied, “Do you 
now reign over Israel?”  1 Kgs 21:7  In mod-
ern terms, that might sound more like, what 
are you, a man or a mouse? Don’t you know 
you are the king! Jezebel could not seem to 
understand that even the king in Israel was 
subject to the laws of God. 

We discover how thoroughly this weak 
and wicked man was dominated by his evil 
wife when she said, “Arise, eat bread, and let 
your heart be joyful; I will give you the vine-
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 1 Kgs 21:7  
She planned a hideous crime; to pay false 
witnesses to testify that they heard Naboth 
blaspheme God and the king, so that both he 
and his sons would be stoned to death.  The 
king could then lay claim to the land (cf. 2 
Kgs 9:26).  Of this disgraceful incident God 
said, “Surely there was no one like Ahab who 
sold himself to do evil in the sight of the Lord, 
because Jezebel his wife incited him.” 1 Kgs 
21:25 

Elijah met Ahab in Naboth’s vineyard 
and pronounced God’s judgment on both he 
and his wife for their wicked deed. It was 
several years later when that judgment 
came on Ahab, and it too is a story of self-
will. The incident started over Ramoth-
Gilead, a city east of Jordan which belonged 
to Israel, but had been conquered by Syria.  
Ahab asked Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, if he 
would go to battle with him for Ramoth-
Gilead. Jehoshaphat agreed, but wanted to 
consult the Lord first. Ahab called his proph-
ets and they assured him that the Lord 
would give him the city. Jehoshaphat was 
not satisfied: “Is there not yet a prophet of 
the Lord here, that we may inquire of him?” 
1 Kgs 22:7  Ahab replied, “There is yet one 
man by whom we may inquire of the Lord, 
but I hate him, because he does not proph-
esy good concerning me, but evil. He is Mi-
caiah son of Imlah.” 1 Kgs 22:8  Micaiah was 
called, and although he knew his life was in 
danger, he spoke what God told him. Israel 
would be scattered on the mountains like 
sheep without a shepherd (1 Kgs 22:17). As 
we might expect, Ahab rejected Micaiah’s 
prophecy and cast him into prison. He was 
going to have what he wanted and do what 
he pleased, irregardless of God’s will. 

Ahab knew the Syrians would be after 
him personally, so he removed his royal gar-
ments and disguised himself as a regular 
soldier. “Now a certain man drew his bow at 
random and struck the king of Israel in a 
joint of the armor.” 1 Kgs 22:34  That soldier 
did not know he was shooting at the king, 
but his arrow penetrated the narrow slit be-
tween the pieces of Ahab’s armor.  

(Continued on page 10) 
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Ahab did (for Ahab’s daughter was his wife), 
and he did evil in the sight of the Lord.” 2 
Chron 21:6  So their evil influence moved 
south. Jehoram and Athaliah’s son became 
the next king of Judah. “(Ahaziah) also 
walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for 
his mother was his counselor to do wickedly. 
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord like 
the house of Ahab, for they were his coun-
selors after the death of his father, to his 
destruction.”  2 Chron 22:2-4 

Like many powerful men Ahab was 
headstrong and stubborn. He witnessed fire 
from heaven descend and burn up the sacri-
fice to God on Mount Carmel, yet he re-
mained stubborn and refused to turn from 
the immoral, idolatrous worship that 
plagued Israel. Only under threat of his own 
life did he repent, but then only for a short 
time. We can learn from king Ahab that we 
must be humble in the sight of the Lord.  
The Lord is always watching us and that 
even though we may repent for a short 
while and repent in a manner in which eve-
ryone can see us, the Lord God almighty can 
see our hearts and the Lord God’s memory 
lasts far longer than just a moment. He will 
remember when you go back on your oath 
days, weeks or even years later. 

Ahab was very similar to us Christians 
today, he was offered many chances by the 
Lord our God to repent and be saved, yet he 
rejected the Lord and choose to follow a 
path of wickedness and evil. Similarly the 
evil that Ahab and his wife engaged in 
spread to their children and those children 
married and spread their evil throughout 
both Israel and Judea, showing us truly how 

(Continued on page 11) 

Jezebel outlived Ahab by almost fourteen 
years. Jehu, the captain of Israel’s army, was 
the instrument of her divine discipline. After 
slaying King Jehoram, Ahab’s son, he rode to 
Jezreel. Scripture says, “When Jehu came to 
Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it, and she painted 
her eyes and adorned her head, and looked 
out the window.” 2 Kgs 9:30 She knew what 
was about to happen, but she was going to 
die like a queen, arrogant, self-willed and un-
repentant to the end. She shouted abuses at 
Jehu from her upstairs window, but at Jehu’s 
command, her own servants threw her down. 
It happened just as Elijah had prophesied, “In 
the property of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the 
flesh of Jezebel.”  2 Kgs 9:36 

Their wicked influence lived on in their 
children.  And this is often the saddest side 
effect of lives like Ahab’s and Jezebel’s. Two 
sons of Ahab and Jezebel later ruled in Israel. 
The first was Ahaziah. Of him God says, “And 
he did evil in the sight of the Lord and walked 
in the way of his father and in the way of his 
mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. So he served 
Baal and worshiped him and provoked the 
Lord God of Israel to anger according to all 
that his father had done.” 1 Kgs 22:52-53 
Their second son was Jehoram. As Jehu rode 
to execute vengeance on the house of Ahab, 
Jehoram cried, “Is it peace, Jehu?” Jehu 
summed up Jehoram’s reign with his reply: 
“What peace, so long as the harlotries of your 
mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so 
many?” 2 Kgs 9:22 

Ahab and Jezebel also had a daughter, 
Athaliah who married Jehoram, the son of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. “He walked in the 
way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of 
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Jehu 
Aaron Lumpkin 

Jehu is among the most memorable kings 
of the northern kingdom of Israel.  Much 
more is recorded about him than of many of 
his fellow kings, and what is written is dis-
tinct and colorful.  Jehu was a mighty warrior 
and leader of men.  Specifically skilled as a 
charioteer and archer, he rises through the 
ranks and serves as a high ranking officer 
under Ahab and both of Ahab’s sons who 
ruled after him.  Jehu is hand-picked by the 
Lord to purge His people from the worship of 
Baal (1 Kgs 19:15-18) and to utterly destroy 
the house of Ahab (2 Kgs 9:7-9).  After he is 
anointed king and commissioned by Elisha’s 
command, he rallies his fellow captains and 
stages a coup d’etat, driving his chariot 
“furiously” to Jezreel where the current king, 
Ahab’s son Joram, is convalescing from a bat-
tle wound.  Jehu shoots an arrow through 
Joram’s heart and seizes the throne, accord-
ing to the word of God.  The destruction of 
Ahab’s house continues, with Jezebel and all 
seventy sons of Ahab falling to Jehu.  Even 
those closely associated with Ahab’s reign 
meet their end: “So Jehu killed all who re-
mained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and 
all his great men and his acquaintances and 
his priests, until he left him without a survi-
vor.”  2 Kgs 10:11  But Jehu doesn’t stop with 

ridding Israel of Ahab’s descendants.  He 
also kills Ahaziah the king of neighboring 
Judah, who was the son of Athaliah, the 
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, and forty-two 
of Ahaziah’s relatives from Judah (2 Kgs 
9:27; 10:13-14)  Although violent, the house 
of Ahab is utterly destroyed in Israel by 
Jehu.  The Lord Himself commends Jehu, 
saying “you have done well in executing 
what is right in My eyes, and have done to 
the house of Ahab according to all that was 
in My heart.”  2 Kgs 10:30 

After Jehu’s extermination of Ahab’s 
house, he then shifts his focus to what 
prompted the Lord to appoint him originally: 
vengeance against the prophets of Baal.  
Remember that after Elijah defeats the 
prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel, Elijah then 
laments that he alone in Israel is left who 
doesn’t serve Baal.   God informs him that 
there remain “7,000 in Israel, all the knees 
that have not bowed to Baal.”   In the previ-
ous verse (1 Kgs 19:17) God speaks of Jehu’s 
role in that effort to vindicate Elijah against 
the prophets of Baal.  The same zeal that 
Jehu exhibited towards Ahab’s house is also 
on display as he takes on Baal’s house.  Jehu 
tricks the prophets and servants of Baal into 
thinking his reign would also one where Baal 
worship thrived.  He summons all Baal wor-
shippers and priests to the temple of Baal 
for a solemn assembly, then sends soldiers 
to enter the temple and kill every worship-
per of Baal.  The temple of Baal is destroyed 
and the sight is turned into a latrine.  The 
writer of the book of the Kings captures the 
significance of the event as succinctly as 
possible: “Thus Jehu eradicated Baal out of 

(Continued on page 12) 

one bad apple can spoil the whole barrel; 
the barrel in this case being the Israelite na-
tions. 
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Israel.” 2 Kgs 10:28  There is not a single 
record of further Baal worship in the north-
ern kingdom after Jehu extinguishes it! 

Jehu’s actions weren’t preserved simply 
to provide a historical record.  One of the 
lessons I take away from Jehu regards his 
zeal.  In the original Hebrew language (and 
in Greek as well), the word for zeal is the 
same word for jealousy.  It refers to bub-
bling over of something that is from deep 
within.  God Himself often uses this word to 
describe His own attitude towards Israel (Isa 
42:13). King Jehu is one of the greatest ex-
amples of zeal in Scripture.  He was driven 
to accomplish his assigned tasks and relent-
lessly completed them.  It’s easy to assume 
that Jehu’s motivation was simply his politi-
cal ambition, but that is purely conjecture.  
What is recorded is that he attributed his 
own actions to his zeal for God: “Come with 
me and see my zeal for the Lord.” 2 Kgs 
10:16 More than once, Jehu refers to 
prophecies issued regarding the destruction 
of Ahab’s house, recognizing that he is the 
chosen instrument of God’s wrath.  God 
commends and rewards Jehu for his zeal (2 
Kgs 10:30) - we too must strive to develop 
the same passion for serving our God if we 
hope to be commended and rewarded by 
our Lord. 

Zeal alone, however, is not sufficient in 
pleasing our Master.  We must be careful to 
walk in His ways.  Jehu, evidently, was not:  
“But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law 
of the Lord, the God of Israel, with all his 
heart; he did not depart from the sins of 
Jeroboam, which he made Israel sin.” 2 Kgs 
10:31  No king of Israel ever reversed the 
course of worshipping the Golden Calf that 

Jeroboam had set up when the nation di-
vided into Israel and Judah.  Jehu at least tol-
erated, if not participated in, such worship.  It 
may seem perplexing that a man could so 
forcefully eradicate one form of idolatry and 
yet sanction another.  It’s important to un-
derstand, however, that the Golden Calf wor-
ship was not the same as Baal worship.  
There are numerous examples of so-called 
deities Israel sometimes worshipped, of 
which Baal was the most common.  The wor-
ship of the Golden Calf was worshipping the 
Lord (YHWH) but in a different form (that of a 
golden calf).  To be clear, this was still idola-
try and still odious to God.  It began as Israel 
camped at Mt Sinai (Ex 32), and was resur-
rected by Jeroboam primarily for political, 
not religious reasons (1 Kgs 12:25ff).  God’s 
condemnation of worshipping foreign gods is 
treated differently (and much harsher) in this 
story and consistently throughout Scripture, 
than is worship of the Golden Calf.  Jehu 
sinned in this regard, and we would be wise 
not to mistake zeal for whole-hearted obedi-
ence. 

The final lesson I take from the story of 
Jehu is to rejoice that our God is the judge of 
man, and not any of us.  It would be easy to 
dwell on Jehu’s idolatry (or toleration of it) 
and write him off as just another evil king of 
Israel , but that’s not how I view it.  And the 
reason I don’t draw that conclusion is that 
Scripture doesn’t state that.  Every other king 
of the Northern kingdom of Israel (except for 
a few of whom almost nothing is recorded) is 
specifically described as doing “evil in the 
sight of the Lord” and yet this recurring 
phrase, interestingly, is not said of Jehu.  This 

(Continued on page 13) 
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is not an accident.  On the contrary, the 
overwhelming majority of what is recorded 
is positive.  We have already discussed his 
zeal.  His regard for the Lord and for His 
prophets is evident, and Jehu is very careful 
to make sure no servants of the Lord are 
caught up in the killing of the prophets of 
Baal (2 Kgs 10:23) Does this mean Jehu was 
righteous?  That’s not something that is 
stated either, and thus not the conclusion I 
reach.  When I think on the character of 
Jehu I see someone who was mighty for the 
Lord, and yet struggled with sin as well, 
making him not so different than us.  The 
lesson I learn is not whether Jehu was evil 
or righteous, but to rejoice that I serve a 
merciful and patient God, and to be grate-
ful that I am not the one who has the unen-
viable task of deciding the fate of any man! 

Uzziah 
(Azariah) Lost It All 

Carol Fertig 

How does a man who began his career 
so brilliantly end it so horribly?  Uzziah was 
placed upon the throne of Judah by the 
people after his father was victim of a con-
spiracy and murder.  2 Chronicles 25 tells of 
the problems of his father’s reign that led to 
such a violent end.  Uzziah was only sixteen 
years old at the time of his ascension, but it 
must have been a popular decision to ad-
vance him because 2 Chronicles 26:1 says 
that  “. . all the people of Judah took Uzziah, 

who was sixteen years old, and made him 
king instead of his father Amaziah.”  What a 
scary position for a teenager!  The saving 
grace for this king and for the kingdom of 
Judah was that Uzziah had the prophet 
Zechariah to guide him.  (2 Chron 26:5)  
Zechariah instructed the young king in the 
fear of God, the respect for God and for His 
will. 

Uzziah prevailed in war and in building 
defenses for his country.  He dealt aggres-
sively with the Philistines, the Arabians, and 
the Meunites, with God’s help (2 Chron 26:7-
8).  Three strong cities of the Philistines, 
Gath, Jabneh, and Ashdod, were broken 
through and occupied.  Cities belonging to 
Judah were built in Ashdod and elsewhere, 
and even the old enemies of God’s people, 
the Ammonites,  paid tribute to Uzziah. (2 
Chron 26:8)  His fame reached all the way to 
Egypt as he grew stronger and stronger.  He 
won every battle.  He did not leave it at that, 
however, as he was a master of defense as 
well. 

David’s ability to organize armies (and 
priestly orders and duties) certainly showed 
up in his descendant Uzziah.  He chose effec-
tive leaders to muster his troops:  Jeiel, the 
secretary; Maaseiah, the officer; and 
Hananiah, the commander.  They gathered 
an army of over 300,000 men “who could 
make war with mighty power” in divisions for 
service. (2 Chron 26:13)  Moreover, Uzziah 
equipped his army well, providing shields, 
spears, helmets, coats of mail, bows, and 
even stones for slinging.  (2 Chron 26:14)  He 
understood what was needed and supplied 
it.  To defend the city, the king “...built tow-

(Continued on page 14) 
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ers at the Corner Gate, the Valley Gate, and 
at the Angle and fortified them.” 2 Chron 
26:9   Exciting things were happening in Je-
rusalem as skillful men invented engines to 
be placed in the towers and corners to shoot 
arrows and fling stones.  There must have 
been an atmosphere that encouraged inven-
tion and creativity in the regime.  Uzziah was 
quick to employ the inventions to their best 
use, and that enthusiasm makes people 
want to continue to work and see just what 
can be accomplished.  There was yet an-
other side to this king, however. 

Uzziah was interested in agriculture and 
made many improvements in that field also.  
2 Chronicles 26:10 says that he “loved the 
soil.”  He built towers in the countryside and 
cut out many cisterns, understanding the 
need for water for his herds which covered a 
large area in the Shephelah and in the plain. 
(2 Chron 26:10)  In the hills and fertile lands, 
he had farmers and vinedressers.  This was a 
wealthy man who tended his wealth care-
fully.  He was listening to God and to his ad-
visers and profiting, and he was known far 
and wide “. . . for he was marvelously 
helped, till he was strong.”  2 Chron 26:15 

Uzziah had been seeking God, as Zecha-
riah had instructed him to do, and God had 
prospered him.  However, scripture now re-
cords one of the saddest things:  “But when 
he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruc-
tion. ...”  2 Chron 26:16  His life took a disas-
trous turn when he turned so far from the 
ways of the Lord that he decided it would be 
a good thing for him to enter the temple and 
burn incense on the altar, thus usurping the 
priestly duty.  Sometimes we think of priests 
as being ascetics, puny and scholarly, but 

eighty of God’s priests, whom scripture calls 
“men of valor” stood up to King Uzziah in the 
temple, along with the priest Azariah.  The 
king commanded a huge army, yet these ser-
vants of God were willing to withstand him 
to serve God’s way.  They ordered the king 
out of the sanctuary and told him plainly that 
he had done wrong.  Uzziah already had a 
censer in hand ready to illegally offer incense 
and became angry at the priests.  Perhaps at 
this point he could have admitted sin and 
humbled himself, but he did not.  Immedi-
ately leprosy broke out on his forehead, a 
place visible to all the priests, so they rushed 
him out of the house of the Lord. 

From this point on, Uzziah’s fortunes 
changed drastically; he was banished to a 
separate house and excluded from the house 
of the Lord.  Reading Old Testament law 
about dealing with lepers tells us that it was 
not a pleasant end for this king.  Even in 
death, he was excluded from fellowship, as 
he was buried in a burial field belonging to 
the kings, rather than in the city of David.  His 
son, Jotham, began to govern the people and 
was over the king’s household.  In effect, 
Uzziah was king but not king in the no-man’s 
land of a leper. 

Because of three epic failures, King 
Uzziah ended a glorious and prosperous 
reign in ignominy.  He didn’t heed the lessons 
of history which he could have seen when his 
father and others before him turned from 
God.  He must have witnessed the change in 
fortune after Amaziah failed to continue in 
God’s good graces.  We have records of how 
God dealt with others in circumstances like 
our own and must heed the warnings and 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Ahaz 
“2 Kings 16, 2 Chronicles 28, Isaiah 7:1-8:4” 

 Russ Ward 

What is that old saying, “The apple 
doesn’t fall from the tree”? In the case of 
Ahaz that may apply to mannerism or physi-
cal features but surely not with regard to 
righteousness. Azariah (Uzziah) was the 
grandfather of Ahaz reigning for 52 years 
and for the most part was found to be faith-
ful in service to Jehovah and in so doing was 
blessed by God. Azariah though let pride 
creep into his life in his old age and was 
struck with leprosy, thus being isolated due 
to his illness and Jotham his son became the 
overseer of Judah and King upon his father’s 
death reigning for an additional sixteen 
years. Jotham during his reign followed af-
ter his father’s prior righteousness doing 
what was right in the eyes of the Lord. Ahaz 
began his reign at age twenty, reigning for 
sixteen years yet ignoring both his father 
and grand-father’s legacy by doing that 
which was an abomination before Jehovah. 
(2 Kgs 16:2-4, 2 Chron 28:1-4) 

Ahaz didn’t just choose to ignore Jeho-
vah he trampled underfoot all the Jehovah 
represented, leading the people into im-
mense idolatry, following after numerous 
gods, having idols and altars placed on 
many of the surrounding high places, and in 
the various parts of the capital city Jerusa-
lem. He even offered his own children as 
human sacrifices in the Valley of the Son of 
Hinnom.  (2 Kgs 16:3; 2 Chron 28:3-4) In 
brief there is no redeeming aspect to Ahaz 
in comparison to his forefathers which in 

(Continued on page 16) 

lessons therein:  “For whatever was written in 
former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the en-
couragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope.”  Rom 15:4  He just did not learn from 
past occurrences. 

Uzziah also failed to continue listening to 
Zechariah and the priests.  Zechariah had 
taught him to seek God, know what God 
would have him to do, and respect His laws.  
When Uzziah wanted to upset the structure 
of the priesthood and its duties by offering 
incense, it was contrary to what he had been 
taught.  Not only did he not listen to the 
priests who withstood him, he became angry 
that they would dare such a thing!  It’s a 
blessing that we have instruction from Zecha-
riah, just as Uzziah did, as well from all the 
other writers in the Scriptures.  True listening 
means searching, studying, and actively ab-
sorbing the Word. 

The third failure of Uzziah was like that of 
so many others:  he grew proud.  His over-
weening self-esteem in attempting to per-
form an act exclusively given to the priest-
hood revealed that he had forgotten that 
God had “...marvelously helped...” him to 
achieve all that he had done.  It was total dis-
respect for God’s ways.  The lesson for us is 
obvious here.  James said it like this:   “Come 
now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we 
will go into such and such a town and spend a 
year there and trade and make a profit’ – yet 
you do not know what tomorrow will 
bring....Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that.’”  Jas 
4:13-15  God is helping us to do whatever 



16 

 

sying the coming demise and fall of both 
Syria and Israel by the Assyrians. The tribute 
paid not only was a breach of The Law but 
was futile in nature as the destruction of 
these two kingdoms was already set in mo-
tion. Ahaz for no valid reason pays tribute to 
Assyria and puts his kingdom in subjection to 
them. 

(3) God is in control of nations. Do not be 
deceived, power lies in the hands of God and 
not in the might of nations. Syria and Israel 
oppress Ahaz and even take a fair amount of 
spoils and slaves to Samaria only to be re-
minded by Oded (a prophet of God in 
Samaria) that their sins have been sufficient 
for God’s judgment without adding to it by 
breaking The Law and enslaving their breth-
ren. (2 Chron 28:9-15) Releasing the enslaved 
people of Judah does not turn the tide of 
judgment, for as prophesied by Isaiah Assyria 
becomes the tool by which Syria & Israel are 
punished. Assyria has little regard for the 
tribute paid by Judah, in fact showing disdain 
both for the nation and the Living God they 
represent; they continue harassing the king-
dom who had placed themselves in subjec-
tion to them. 

(4) Pageantry and opulence does not 
amount to righteousness and obedience. 
Ahaz sees the great altar of Syria in Damas-
cus and is so impressed he secures its dimen-
sions and composition sending them back to 
Uriah the priest and commands a life size 
replica to be made. (2 Kgs 16:10-11)  Ahaz 
has the bronze altar of the temple replaced 
with this magnificent new altar and takes the 
bronze altar from before the Lord setting it 
aside for his own private worship. He also 

(Continued on page 17) 

and of itself would serve as a valuable lesson 
to fathers and sons today, and yet there are 
some additional insights the scriptures pro-
vide us, so that we simply don’t browse over 
Ahaz because his wickedness was so obvious.  

(1) Righteousness is not secured through 
group association or family lineage. Both 
Azariah and Jotham were considered right-
eous Kings yet this did not have an effect on 
all the people as they still continued to wor-
ship in the high places. It did not have an ef-
fect upon Ahaz as he chose to follow the lead 
of the Kings of Israel rather than that of his 
father and grandfather. (2 Kgs 16:1-2) It will 
not have an effect upon us or anyone to 
come, should we individually choose to ig-
nore those actions and thought processes 
exhibited by those before us who have 
shown themselves to be people of faith, 
character, and followers of God’s law. 

(2) Blessings and favor shown by God 
does not inherently mean that those who 
receive such favor do so because of them-
selves or of their actions. On the other hand 
the receipt of these good things won’t inher-
ently direct someone to follow God either. 
The prophet Isaiah came to Ahaz and prophe-
sied unto him, “Be careful, be quiet, do not 
fear, and do not let your heart be faint be-
cause of these two smoldering stumps of fire-
brands …” speaking of Syria & Israel, who had 
risen up against Ahaz. (Isa 7:3-9)  Ahaz in turn 
paid no heed to this prophecy turning instead 
towards an alliance with Assyria, robbing the 
temple treasury and the king’s treasury to 
pay tribute money for protection and deliver-
ance. (2 Chron 28:16-21) The primary point is 
that when this message of deliverance was 
being given to Ahaz, Isaiah was also prophe-
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decimates many of the other articles of the 
temple to please the Assyrian King. (2 Kgs 
16:17-18) All of this is completed because he 
is so convinced that the success found in the 
oppression of Judah by Israel and Syria was 
centered upon their gods and later as an 
extension of the gods of the Assyrians. (2 
Chron 28:23-26) He completely discounts his 
tribute to Assyria and their military might 
destroying multiple nations other than Israel 
& Syria.  Of greater consequence he dis-
counts the two prophecies of Jehovah given 
through His prophets who not only provided 
the release of his people taken as spoils or 
war by Israel but who gave Ahaz direct in-
structions not to be concerned because the 
time had come for Syria and Israel to be 
judged and their demise inevitable. 

 These observations still ring true for us 
today and will for time to come. God is in 
control and He will not relinquish this con-
trol to man regardless of how we think or 
what we do. The rise and fall of prominent 
men and nations, the balance of nature, and 
the expanse of space belong to Him.  Addi-
tionally none are guaranteed to be free from 
the evil of this world; rather we are prom-
ised an escape unlike those who choose to 
give themselves over to it.  Righteousness 
and godliness are reflected in the obedience 
and faith of our own individual choices. Be-
ing in the right church or congregation, be-
ing part of a certain physical family, and the 
success in one’s marriage, education, profes-
sion, etc… becomes an insufficient barome-
ter by which men measure God’s favor. 
Magnificent shrines & buildings, expensive 
tabernacles & sanctuaries, and grandiose 
worship services that focus upon pageantry 

and production are not a reflection of that 
which is Holy and acceptable. The story of 
Ahaz is not simply about an unrighteous king 
rather it is a reflection of an unrighteous life 
brought about by poor choices. Ahaz chose 
not to look at the righteous lives of his father 
and grandfather. He chose to look at the 
might of other nations rather than how for-
midable Judah could be and had been when 
the nation walked with God. He chose not to 
trust in the word of the Lord both in proph-
ecy and in law. Most importantly he chose to 
lift man up over the most high God by his 
actions and in his rebellious attitude, for 
such offenses God will always judge in surety 
with righteous judgment.  

King Hezekiah 
Jon Hall 

Following the division of the 12 tribes of 
Israel, Judah had 8 good kings.  Hezekiah was 
one of Judah's good kings.  This is in spite of, 
or maybe because of the fact that his father 
was an evil king.  A look at Hezekiah's life 
and rule can provide a number of beneficial 
lessons for the Christian today. 

The first lesson we'll examine is that, as 
Christians, whether we intend to or not, we 
will provide an example to those who see 
our actions. Let's examine the examples 
Hezekiah had provided for him as he grew 
into the King he eventually became.  At first 
glance, one might think Hezekiah would have 

(Continued on page 18) 
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examples of his readiness to serve God.  As 
Hezekiah begins his reign, he's ready to turn 
the nation back to the Lord.  In his first 
month as king, he opens the doors of the 
house of the Lord, cleanses the temple, and 
restores temple worship according to God's 
commands.  Hezekiah is ready to return 
Judah back to the Lord and its former glory, 
as the Nation of God.  Following the restored 
observance of the Passover, Hezekiah directs 
the removal and utter destruction of all the 
high places, alters, and idols that had been 
erected in Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and 
Manasseh throughout the years.  Hezekiah 
had now prepared the people of Judah to 
once again be "God's chosen people."  How-
ever, even after witnessing Assyria carry the 
nation of Israel away captive, he is still 
caught unprepared when, 8 years later, As-
syria attempts to conquer Judah as well.  As 
Assyria successfully captures Judah's fortified 
cities around Jerusalem, Hezekiah feels the 
only option available to him is to admit de-
feat and send tribute to the King of Assyria.  
This includes the silver from the house of the 
Lord and the gold from the doors of the tem-
ple of the Lord (2 Kgs 18:13-16). Hezekiah 
wasn't prepared to turn to God when this 
unexpected attack occurred.  However, 
when the Assyrian king began a second cam-
paign against Judah, he immediately went to 
the house of the Lord and sends men to the 
prophet Isaiah to request that he go to God 
on their behalf.  God answers the request of 
Hezekiah and assures him that the nation 
will be delivered.  The king of Assyria sends 
messengers to Judah one more time with 
threats and blasphemy against God and 

(Continued on page 19) 

become an evil king, for that's the example 
his own father provided him.  However, in 
this case, it's evident that the example of his 
father caused him to take a different path.  
Hezekiah had also been alive to witness his 
Grandfather's reign and likely hear stories of 
his Great Grandfather, both of which had 
been good kings in Judah.  Hezekiah could 
see the current struggles of the people un-
der his father's reign, compared with the 
blessings they had been receiving under his 
Grandfather's reign.  Hezekiah was wise 
enough to see the need to turn the people 
back to God; and the beginning of his reign 
was dedicated to achieving this goal.  Like 
Hezekiah's Grandfather and Great Grandfa-
ther, faithful Christians today will be an ex-
ample to others.  It may be that we're pro-
viding a good example to our children or 
grandchildren; maybe other Christians 
around us; or even to those of the world.  In 
Philippians 3:17-19; Paul urges the brethren 
to follow his example in righteousness and 
to turn from those setting an example in 
wicked living; "who's end is destruction, 
whose God is their belly..." Let us be right-
eous examples - by following righteous ex-
amples - both those found in God's word, 
and those who walk faithfully among us to-
day. 

The second lesson that we'll examine 
from Hezekiah's reign, is the necessity of 
always being "ready" to serve God, in any 
and every situation.  1 Peter 3:15 states: 
"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts and 
always be ready to give a defense to every-
one who asks you a reason for the hope that 
is in you, with meekness and fear."  As we 
examine Hezekiah's reign we see various 
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instead of remaining humble and continuing 
to serve God. Peter tells us in 1 Peter 5:5: 
"likewise you younger people, submit your-
selves to your elders.  yes, all of you be sub-
missive to one another, and be clothed with 
humility, for God resists the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble."  As Christians today, 
the danger of pride and haughtiness is still 
very real as we enjoy success and blessings in 
our lives. Instead of boasting with pride, we 
should continue to serve God and give 
thanks to Him who is the giver of all good 
gifts. James 1:17: "Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights.” 

Finally, we see in the end of King Heze-
kiah's reign an attitude of indifference.  After 
Isaiah comes and tells the king that the Lord 
has determined that Judah would be taken 
captive by Babylon in days to come following 
Hezekiah's death, he replies with a complete 
attitude of indifference.  His statement is 
essentially that it's good since there would at 
least be peace in his day.  Unfortunately, 
there have been Christians who've been ac-
tive in the service of God for many years who 
then develop an attitude that they've done 
their part and now it's someone else's turn 
to do the work.  They become indifferent as 
to how the work is done and would now 
rather sit on the side lines.  For many years 
Hezekiah worked diligently to restore the 
nation back to the service of the Lord, only 
to develop this attitude of indifference in the 
end.  As Christians, our work is never done as 
long as we're still on this earth and God con-
tinues to bless us with the ability.  The He-
brew writer admonishes us in Heb. 6:12, "not 

(Continued on page 20) 

Hezekiah goes to the Lord himself in prayer.  
The Lord answers with another assurance 
that the Assyrians would not be successful in 
their efforts against Judah.  As is always the 
case, God's word comes to pass and the As-
syrians are soon no longer a threat to Judah.  
We've seen here some examples of Hezekiah 
being ready to serve God, but also an exam-
ple of a situation that he appears to have 
been unprepared for.  In our lives as Chris-
tians, we are going to face a variety of situa-
tions in life, some more challenging than oth-
ers and some we may or may not be expect-
ing, however; we need to be ready to turn to, 
and serve God in all situations.  In Titus 3:1, 
Paul tells Titus to remind the congregation in 
his care to be ready for every good work.   

Proverbs 16:18 reads: "Pride goes before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall.” The next lesson, and one of the most 
important that we'll examine from Hezekiah's 
reign is the old adage that "pride comes be-
fore a fall," as we read in a variety of pas-
sages in the Bible.  Unfortunately, after his 
success bringing the people back to God, vic-
tory over Assyria provided by God, and after 
God extends his life, Hezekiah becomes a 
victim of pride, as his great grandfather 
Uzziah had done years earlier.  When the 
Babylonian king sends envoys to Judah, Heze-
kiah shows off all of the nation's most valu-
able possessions and defensive capabilities.  
This will ultimately lead to the downfall of 
Judah as prophesied by Isaiah.  This event 
also demonstrates another situation in the 
reign of Hezekiah where he was not ready to 
serve God as discussed in the previous para-
graph.  For some reason, Hezekiah felt the 
need to show off to the nation of Babylon, 
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to become sluggish, but imitate those who 
through faith and patience inherit the prom-
ises.”  Paul tells Timothy in chapter 4:7-8 
that, "he has fought the good fight, finished 
the race, and kept the faith," and that after 
doing this there "is laid up for him the crown 
of righteousness."  If we hope to attain the 
crown of righteousness, we cannot become 
indifferent or sluggish in our service to the 
Lord.  We must keep the faith and fight the 
fight until the end, ever working to continue 
growing in our service to the righteous Judge, 
Jesus Christ, who will provide us the inheri-
tance of eternal life in the end. 

In our study of King Hezekiah, we've seen 
an example of one of the good kings.  A king 
who truly desired to serve God and desired 
that the people become the "Nation of God" 
that they had once been.  A king who utterly 
destroyed the idol worship from among 
them, and reestablished the Temple worship, 
all in spite of the fact that the example set 
for him by his father was not one to emulate.  
However, in the end, Hezekiah allowed his 
pride to rise up and cause him to stray from 
the faithful service he was so diligent about 
in the beginning of his reign.  Let us be a peo-
ple ready to serve God; faithfully following 
and serving Him; being righteous examples; 
resisting the danger of pride as we are con-
tinually blessed by our God; and serving ac-
tively and faithfully to the end.  At which 
point we can "come boldly to the throne of 
God."  (Heb 4:16);  knowing that our salva-
tion is assured, because of the cleansing 
blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Manasseh 
Mark Gray 

King Manasseh was the son of Hezekiah 
and began his reign at 12 years old as a co-
regent with his father. This co-regency 
lasted about 10 years according to Biblical 
scholars. Shortly after Manasseh became 
the sole ruler of Judah he forsook the re-
forms and godliness of his father and 
turned strongly to idolatry. At one point the 
Assyrians came, captured him, “bound him 
with chains of bronze and brought him to 
Babylon.” 2 Chron 33:11 Manasseh prayed 
to God and repented of his idolatry. There 
are several lessons we can glean from the 
life of King Manasseh. 

First, we may wonder how a good king 
like Hezekiah could have a son who “did 
what was evil in the sight of the LORD.” 2 
Kgs 21:2  After all, Hezekiah ruled together 
and most likely mentored Manasseh in the 
ways of a Godly king for a decade. The sim-
ple fact is that we as human beings have 
free will to choose exactly what we let influ-
ence us, who we listen to, and ultimately 
what actions we take for good or evil. “But 
each person is tempted when he is lured 
and enticed by his own desire.” Jas 1:14 
Specifically Manasseh “rebuilt the high 
places that his father Hezekiah had broken 
down, and he erected altars to the Baals, 
and made Asheroth, and worshiped all the 
host of heaven and served them. And he 
built altars in the house of the LORD… And 
he built altars for all the host of heaven in 
the two courts of the house of the LORD. 
And he burned his sons as an offering in the 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and used for-
tune-telling and omens and sorcery, and 
dealt with mediums and with necroman-
cers. He did much evil in the sight of the 
LORD, provoking him to anger. And the 
carved image of the idol that he had made 
he set in the house of God…” 2 Chron 33:3-
7a 

What could his “own desire” possibly be 
to erect an idol and put it in the temple? 
How could he forsake the LORD and consult 
with sorcerers and their ilk? What could 
drive a man to burn his sons as a sacrifice? 
There is at least one explanation perhaps. 
These were the “despicable practices of the 
nations” around Judah (2 Kgs 21:2).  Assyria, 
with Esarhaddon as its king, was in control 
of the region and had already carried away 
the northern kingdom of Israel. Manasseh is 
mentioned on the “Esarhaddon Prism” in 
the British Museum: “I commanded the 
k i n g s … M a n a s s e h ,  K i n g  o f 
J u d a h … ”  ( T r a n s l a t e d  b y 
www.bibehistory.net).  Manasseh and his 
peers were under service to Esarhaddon for 
building projects in the empire, like rebuild-
ing Babylon for example. It is feasible that 
Manasseh reintroduced all the idolatry and 
horrible practices merely to ingratiate him-
self with the king of Assyria. Some historical 
scholars believe Judah was granted a type 
of “most favored nation status” because of 
the king’s relationship to Assyria 
(Finkelstein, Israel and Silberman, Neil 
Asher (2001) The Bible Unearthed, New 
York (Free Press), pp 264–65). Apparently 
Manasseh allowed his drive for earthly suc-
cesses to destroy his and his nation’s rela-
tionship with God.  

We choose our influence. We choose 
who we want to be like. We choose who we 
want to curry favor with. Manasseh had this 
choice as well. He could have chosen to con-
tinue to follow the law and find favor with 
God, but he chose to find favor with the 
world. He chose to ignore the influence of his 
father and prophets like Isaiah. Then as now 
each of us must, “choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your fathers 
served… But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD.” Josh 24:15 No one can 
make the choice for us.  

A second lesson taken from King Manas-
seh is that God forgives. While Manasseh 
and the nation were becoming more and 
more entrenched in idolatry, God was trying 
to reach out. “The LORD spoke to Manasseh 
and to his people, but they paid no atten-
tion.” 2 Chron 33:10  The king continued to 
“shed very much innocent blood, till he had 
filled Jerusalem from one end to another.” 2 
Kgs 21:16  This could be speaking of the aw-
ful human sacrifices to the idol Molech, or 
according to Jewish tradition (outside of 
scripture) this speaks of when Manasseh had 
Isaiah killed. These are actions that most 
people would deem unforgivable. Thankfully 
for us, God is not like that. God caused the 
capture of the king and his transport in 
chains to Babylon as a lesson for him. While 
Manasseh was prisoner and “in distress, he 
entreated the favor of the LORD his God and 
humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers. He prayed to him, and God was 
moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and 
brought him again to Jerusalem into his king-
dom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD 

(Continued on page 22) 
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was God.” 2 Chron 33:12-13   God forgives! 

Manasseh learned the lesson God was 
trying to teach him. He repented of his idola-
try by taking away “the foreign gods and the 
idol from the house of the LORD and in Jeru-
salem, and he threw them outside the city. 
He also restored the altar of the LORD and 
offered on it sacrifices of peace offerings and 
of thanksgiving, and he commanded Judah to 
serve the LORD, the God of Israel.” 2 Chron 
33:15-17  No sin is too great for God to for-
give when we acknowledge and turn away 
from that sin and do His will. 

A final lesson taken from the life of King 
Manasseh is that as much as outside influ-
ences act on us, we have an influence on 
others. While the king was ruling, he “led 
them [the nation] astray to do more evil than 
the nations had done whom the LORD de-
stroyed before the people of Israel.” 2 Kgs 
21:9  Even after Manasseh repented the peo-
ple continued their waywardness. He com-
manded the people to only worship the 
LORD, and they “still sacrificed at the high 
places, but only to the LORD their God.” 2 
Chron 33:17  They mingled their idolatrous 
ways and tainted the worship God required 
of them under the Law. Although God gave 
the king time and opportunity to repent, his 
previous influence on his subjects had dire 
consequences. God would bring judgment on 
Judah in the near future: “I will appoint over 
them four kinds of destroyers, declares the 
LORD: the sword to kill, the dogs to tear, and 
the birds of the air and the beasts of the 
earth to devour and destroy. And I will make 
them a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth because of what Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, did in Jerusalem.” 

Josiah 
Turning a Nation toward God 

Craig Sweet 

When we look at the history of the kings 
in the Bible, most people would think that 
either David or Solomon was the greatest 
king who ruled.  We all agree that Jesus 

(Continued on page 23) 

Jer 15:3-4  God speaking through Jeremiah 
shows that our influence and actions re-
sound even after we have gone. We must 
be extra cautious of how we influence oth-
ers, especially our brethren. Paul warned 
the Romans to “decide never to put a stum-
bling block or hindrance in the way of a 
brother.” Rom 14:13b 

King Manasseh was born to a good man, 
King Hezekiah. He chose to ignore the good 
influence of his father during most of his 
reign. He chose rather to allow the influence 
of outside nations and their gods to dictate 
his actions. Even after he repented of his 
horrible actions, his influence lived on in the 
nation of Judah with dire consequences. Let 
us all be careful of what we allow to influ-
ence us and how we influence those around 
us. 

Correction: In the Summer 2015 publi-
cation on “Fruit of the Spirit” I wrote on the 
subject of Kindness. I wrote “Obed sees 
Ruth…and marries her.” That is INCORRECT. 
It should be Boaz, Obed is Ruth and Boaz’s 
son. I apologize for the error. 
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Christ is the King of kings and Lord of lords (1 
Tim 6:15), so we will always have Him at the 
top of the list.  But, who would be next? 
Josiah should be one of the top selections as 
the greatest king of Israel or Judah.  “He 
trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that 
after him there was none like him among all 
the kings of Judah, nor among those who 
were before him. For he clung to the Lord; he 
did not depart from following Him, but kept 
His commandments, which the Lord had 
commanded Moses. ” 2 Kgs 18:5-6 There are 
many lessons that we can learn today from 
the life of Josiah.  His example should be an 
inspiration on how to live our lives each and 
every day. 

Josiah “clung to the Lord”.  We think of 
someone who clings as one who stays very 
close and in lock step of the person to whom 
they are clinging.  That was the pattern of 
Josiah’s life.  He stayed close to the Lord at 
all times and let Him guide his decisions.  
Putting God first and clinging to him like 
Josiah did may not give us a perfect life, but 
one that will always have God’s love and 
comfort. 

Josiah had a colorful family history.  His 
ancestors included kings David, Solomon, 
and Rehoboam.  David was 13 generations 
before him (Matt 1:6-10).  His grandfather, 
Manasseh, was responsible for releasing all 
restraints on morality and idolatry and is 
considered to be one of the most evil kings 
(if not the most) in the history of Judah (2 
Chron 33:9).   Josiah’s father, Amon, contin-
ued in his father’s footsteps.  Even though 
Manasseh had repented, the influence that 
he had already created in Amon was such 
that Amon returned to the evil nature he 

learned as a young person.  After Amon was 
killed by his servants, Josiah became king at 
the age of 8 (2 Chron 34:1).  This is where 
Josiah made an important shift in the family 
tree.  “Josiah is the most astonishing in-
stance that is contained in Scripture of good-
ness springing up, and attaining high perfec-
tion under the most extraordinarily unfavor-
able circumstances” (Pulpit Commentary, Vol 
5, 440).  Josiah did not follow his father or 
the evil of his grandfather.  He shows us that 
following God is a choice.  When we use the 
Lord as our guide to determine right and 
wrong, we have a standard that will never 
change and will always be true. 

Josiah was young when he took the 
throne, but that does not mean he was too 
young to understand what the Lord wanted.  
It is true that his father was evil, and for 
most of his grandfather’s life, he too was 
evil.  So, is it possible, that Josiah’s grandfa-
ther, Manasseh, might have also been an 
influence for good; one of the most evil kings 
of Judah?  If you look at the timeline, it is 
likely that Josiah was a young boy (possibly 5 
or 6 years old) when Manasseh repented 
and tried to fix all the evil he had done.  
Josiah was 8 when he took the throne and 
his father Amon only ruled 2 years.  So it is 
possible that Manasseh influenced Josiah for 
good.  Can grandparents be an influence on 
their grandchildren for good?  Can they 
teach their grandchildren to not follow the 
mistakes they made?  Absolutely!  Admit-
tedly, it is a speculation that Manasseh’s 
good years could have been taught to Josiah 
as a very young boy and influenced Josiah to 
follow the Lord from the beginning.  But, it is 

(Continued on page 24) 
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seeing this destruction in his lifetime due to 
his heart, but Josiah had to live with the fact 
that destruction was coming.  So then he de-
cided to focus on one thing to turn the nation 
toward God:  “Then the king sent and gath-
ered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 
The king went up to the house of the Lord and 
all the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, the priests, the Levites and all the peo-
ple, from the greatest to the least; and he 
read in their hearing all the words of the book 
of the covenant which was found in the house 
of the Lord.” 2 Chron 34:29-30 

So, how did Josiah turn the nation?  He 
took God’s law into his heart, led by example 
and made all who led with him also lead by 
example.  In 2 Chronicles 34:31-32, “Then the 
king stood in his place and made a covenant 
before the Lord to walk after the Lord, and to 
keep His commandments and His testimonies 
and His statutes with all his heart and with all 
his soul, to perform the words of the covenant 
written in this book. Moreover, he made all 
who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin 
to stand with him.“  And through this leader-
ship, “the inhabitants of Jerusalem did ac-
cording to the covenant of God” (v 32b).  And 
throughout Josiah’s lifetime, everyone fol-
lowed God and did not turn away.  Josiah left 
a true legacy of leadership, the legacy of a 
nation turning back towards God.  We need 
more of these leaders today. 

possible.  Grandparents can and should help 
their grandchildren grow in the Lord from a 
very age. 

Josiah’s family history and desire to seek 
God still posed an immense challenge, to 
change the direction of the entire nation of 
Judah toward God when they had been led 
by evil kings for so long.  How is it possible 
for a young boy to influence a nation to turn 
toward God when he did not have training or 
an example in his early life?  Contrary to 
modern philosophy, environment is not the 
decider of destiny.  We have free will to 
choose.  When Josiah was about 16, he be-
gan to seek God after his ancestor David (2 
Chron 34:3).  It is obvious that the history of 
David likely influenced him because by the 
age of 20, he tore down the idols and cleared 
all idolatry from the land.  So, how do you 
turn a nation?  Point them to God and lead 
them to Him.  When he was 26, he provided 
funds and assigned trusted skilled foremen 
and laborers to repair the temple (2 Chron 
34:8-13).  It was during this rebuilding proc-
ess, that the Book of the Law was discovered 
by the priest Hilkiah and brought to Josiah.  A 
king’s heart seeking God, now had some 
words to help guide him.  The book had con-
firmed to him that he was leading a nation in 
the right direction.  He vowed to use the 
word of God to guide him and to use it as the 
foundation for his leadership from that point 
on (2 Chron 34:21). 

Josiah’s new information required him to 
make hard decisions to guide the nation to-
ward God.  The book contained the promise 
of God to destroy the nation due to all the 
evil Josiah’s forefathers had done in the sight 
of the Lord.  He was told he would be spared 


