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YOU HOPED FOR IT, BUT IT DIDN’T HAPPEN 
Gary Henry

“At my first defense no one stood with me, 
but all forsook me” (2 Timothy 4:16).


HOPE IS SIMPLY ONE OF THE FINEST 
THINGS IN LIFE. Ultimately, of course, our 
hope must be in heaven, but between now 
and the day of our death, there are many 
other good things to hope for. There is a big 
difference, however, between hoping for 
heaven and hoping for anything in this life: 
despite our best efforts, our earthly hopes 
may not materialize. God has not guaranteed 
that we’ll get married, have children, and live 
as long as we’d like to. We may hope for 
blessings like these, but the reality is, we 
may not get some of them. What then should 
be our attitude when we hope for some 
good, honorable thing . . . and it just doesn’t 
happen?


First, we should rise above bitterness and 
self-pity. When no one stood with Paul at his 
first defense, he must have been painfully 
disappointed, but he doesn’t seem to have 
been bitter about it. Painful feelings don’t 
have to produce sinful thoughts.


Second, we should accept that God 
sometimes has a different plan and learn to 
rejoice in that plan. If we ever seek 
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Welcome Visitors! 
We are so glad you came to worship God with us 
this morning! You are our honored guests! If you 
have any questions or are looking for a church 
home, then please feel free to talk to us!


You should have received a Visitor’s Packet with 
card when you came in. Please fill it out on both 
sides and drop the large portion of the card into 
the collection basket as it comes by. The small 
portion is yours to keep. Thanks again for being a 
part of our service today! 
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something good from God and He says no, it 
is always because He has a better gift in mind. 
In our disappointment, we can yield our will to 
His and then, over time, learn to be glad that 
His way truly was better.


Third, we should not quit hoping for things. It is 
better to have loved and lost than never to 
have loved at all. When we allow ourselves to 
long for something deeply and that longing 
ends up being disappointed, the very worst 
thing we can do is close up our hearts. That 
type of play-it-safe conservatism is deadly to 
the human spirit, and no one is pleased with it 
but the devil.


In summary, I would suggest what might seem 
like a strange thing: disappointment is not 
necessarily an emotion to be avoided. These 
days, many people assume that painful 
emotions are inherently evil and should be 
avoided at all costs. But that is a foolish 
philosophy, is it not? Vanilla is fine, but it would 
be a boring world if there were no flavor but 
vanilla. And we would soon grow tired of 
pleasantness if that were the only emotion 
available to us. Things like disappointment not 
only add variety to our lives; they add richness 
and texture to our character. Just ask the Man 
of Sorrows.


“Disappointment is often the salt of 
life” (Theodore Parker).
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Today’s Bible Drill: 
Age 4             

Grades K-1

Mon: Hebrews 1  
Tues: Hebrews 2

Wed: Hebrews 3 
Thurs: Hebrews 4 

Fri: Hebrews 5
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Today’s sermons: 
morning:

Salvation                   

in Christ Alone 
evening:


Q&A (EXTRA)

Across 

3) the blood of these could not take away sins


5) separates people from God


6) Peter’s way of referring to the cross


7) there is only one of these between man and God


10) this is in Christ alone


Down 

1) we are saved by this from God


2) created the problem of separation from God


4) the _____ for sin is found in Christ alone 


8) sin brings this


9) Christ is the only _____ to the Father


