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what is the one baptism? 
scott shifferd, jr.

Many churches claim and teach multiple 
baptisms — spiritual, in water, and by the Holy 
Spirit. However, many Christians realize that Paul 
revealed there is “one baptism” (Eph 4:5). Jesus 
commanded that one baptism when He 
resurrected. Jesus declared, “Whoever believes 
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16 ESV). 
Christ also taught, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit” (Matt 28:19).


The one baptism is the baptism that Peter 
commanded those who asked, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?” as they were cut to the heart for 
they had crucified Christ. Peter instructed, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38). That one baptism in Jesus’s 
name is baptism in water (Acts 10:47–48). The 
one baptism in water is also to receive the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus taught, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).


Throughout 1 Corinthians, baptism is in the name 
of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 1:13). Paul compared 
baptism to Moses leading Israel through the sea 
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Welcome Visitors! 
We are so glad you came to worship God with us 
this morning! You are our honored guests! If you 
have any questions or are looking for a church 
home, then please feel free to talk to us!


You should have received a Visitor’s Packet with 
card when you came in. Please fill it out on both 
sides and drop the large portion of the card into 
the collection basket as it comes by. The small 
portion is yours to keep. Thanks again for being a 
part of our service today! 


- The North Beach Family                         

7025 North Beach St. * Fort Worth * 76137 
www.nbcoc.org * (817) 232-2568

If you would like a CD 
of a particular sermon, 

please fill in the 
information on the sign-
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the table.  Alternately, 

sermons can be 
listened to or 

downloaded from 
www.nbcoc.org.

sermons

Today’s Scripture 
Readings

morning:      
James 
4:1-10

evening: 
Psalm 
2:1-6
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Mon: James 3  
Tues: James 4

Wed: James 5 

Thurs: 1 Peter 1 
Fri: 1 Peter 2

weekly scripture readings



and under the cloud (1 Cor 10:1–2). Paul revealed 
that those who have been washed in Jesus’s name 
are justified and sanctified by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 
6:11). This is the baptism that Paul revealed for 
those who God joins to the body of Christ — the 
church (1 Cor 12:13). In the Book of Acts, Luke 
reported that those baptized were saved and added 
to the body of disciples (Acts 2:41, 47). 
Furthermore, Paul observed that baptism is for the 
dead resurrecting when Christ returns (1 Cor 15:29; 
cf. Rom 6:5).


The Scriptures reveal that baptism unites the 
repentant believer with Christ in His death, burial, 
and resurrection (Rom 6:4). The death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ is the saving gospel (1 Cor 
15:1–4). This one baptism is the means of God 
working and not a work of man. Paul taught, 
“having been buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raised him from the 
dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses,” (Col 2:12–13).


Christians can unite that there is one baptism. Peter 
revealed, “baptism now saves you” because one is 
born again through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
(1 Pet 1:3; 3:21). Ananias urged Paul, “And now 
why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash 
away your sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16).
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Teen Devo 
(after evening services)


November 17:

Group Meetings

upcoming events:

Today’s Bible Drill: 
Grades 6-8           
Grades 9-12

“no fear of giants”

Thursday class: 
“Prayers of the 

Bible”

Group 1: 
@ S. Jobe

Group 2:  

@ Calderas


Group 3: 
@ Jones

Group 4: 

@ S. Baxleys

NOVEMBER group meeting locations:

Condolences
Roy Bradford, Sr.                                         

(Rachel Knight’s grandfather) 
passed away last week.


Please remember the family                          
in your prayers.

Today’s sermons: 
morning:

No Fear                    
of Giants 
evening:


November            
Q&A

Across 
2) spiritual battles require us to have spiritual _____

3) one “giant” we face

6) we must have in him who gives this

8) along with Caleb, he expressed confidence                                                          
that God would give Israel the land

9) city that Caleb chose as his inheritance

11) Caleb was descended from this son of Isaac


Down 
1) the giant faced much later by a shepherd who would become king

4) if we are going to be victorious, we must do this

5) meaning of the name Caleb

7) one “giant” we face

10) Caleb was chosen to represent this tribe among the spies


