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the exodus of the young 
brad Harrub

It’s like a slow train wreck you can’t stop 
watching. For 18 years a young person 
attends your local congregation and is 
present every Sunday. But then they leave 
home, take the high dive into the world, and 
slowly start to live a life that does not reflect 
Christ. And sadly, they appear to love this 
new life of worldliness. Their clothes get 
more immodest. Their social media posts get 
more immoral. Their language becomes less 
about Him and more about themselves. And 
little by little you watch as this once faithful 
person begins to embrace sin.


Why? Why are we not better grounding our 
young people to run away from worldliness 
and run toward holiness? Why do we sit idly 
by and assume this is “just a phase” 
everyone must go through? Why do we no 
longer blush? Why is it okay for a 20-year-old 
to dishonor the bride of Christ publicly 
through social media and no one does 
anything? Why do we act like souls are not at 
stake?


I fear that it is because, in too many cases, 
their hearts were never turned toward God in 
the first place. Sure they wanted to get 
baptized and sure they wanted to avoid the 
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Sunday:  

9 a.m. Bible Class

10 a.m. Worship

5 p.m. Worship


Wednesday: 
7 p.m. Bible Class


Thursday: 
10 a.m. Bible Class

Welcome Visitors! 
We are so glad you came to worship God with us 
this morning! You are our honored guests! If you 
have any questions or are looking for a church 
home, then please feel free to talk to us!


You should have received a Visitor’s Packet with 
card when you came in. Please fill it out on both 
sides and drop the large portion of the card into 
the collection basket as it comes by. The small 
portion is yours to keep. Thanks again for being a 
part of our service today! 


- The North Beach Family                         
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If you would like a CD 
of a particular sermon, 

please fill in the 
information on the sign-
up sheet in the foyer on 
the table.  Alternately, 

sermons can be 
listened to or 

downloaded from 
www.nbcoc.org.
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morning:      
Rev. 

12:7-12
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Psalm 
9:1-8
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fires of hell. But they never put on the new 
man. They never agreed to be a servant/slave 
to Christ.


Yes, they wanted salvation and forgiveness, 
but they did not want Him as a Lord over their 
life. They simply wanted a comfortable 
Christianity that still allowed them to live as 
they wanted to live. It’s time parents, church 
leaders, and Christians take a serious look at 
the hearts of their young people and ask: “Who 
is on the throne of your heart?” Is it a video 
game? Is it themselves? Is it a boyfriend/
girlfriend? Is it theater, football, or band? Is it 
high grades and honor roll? Is it being popular 
or having the right phone? Or is it Jesus 
Christ? How many more will we watch fall 
away before we realize that something needs 
to be done?


December 29:

5th Sunday PM Singing Service 

January 12:

Singing Practice 

(4:15 p.m. at the building)


Teen Devo 
(after evening services                                    

at Kelly & Alyssa Johnson)

upcoming events: Today’s Bible Drill: 
Grades 2-3            
Grades 4-5

Mon:  Revelation 12  
Tues: Revelation 13

Wed: Revelation 14 
Thurs: Revelation 15 

Fri: Revelation 16

weekly scripture readings

Thursday class: 
is on break           

until January 9

www.nbcoc.org 
If you haven’t been by our website recently,  

take some time to check it out. You’ll find lots    
of information, including the Quarterly 

Publications (past and present) and weekly 
bulletins for download. Sermons are also   

posted online, in mp3 format, along with all 
sermon charts. 


Members at North Beach can register to 
access the directory online as well as other 

info.

Today’s sermons: 
morning:


The Christ                 
of Prophecy 

evening:

Hallmark           

Cards
group meetings: 
there will be no 
group meetings      

in December

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Cursed is the man who 
trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 
whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is 
like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see 
any good come. He shall dwell in the parched 
places of the wilderness,in an uninhabited salt 
land’” (Jeremiah 17:5-6).


My grandfather worked as a truck driver 
emptying salt water from oil tanks in west 
Texas. The water was hauled off and disposed 
so that the land would not be destroyed. One 
time, we drove through an area of land that 
looked like it had been bleached. I asked, 
“What happened here?” The reply: “A salt 
water spill.” Sometimes the salt water would 
leak out of the oil tanks. It left a barren patch 
of dirt on which nothing would grow killing 
everything.


Jeremiah’s description of a person who trusts 
in mankind alone reminds me of these barren 
patches of land. The ultimate abode of a 

person who only trusts in the wisdom of man 
is isolation, loneliness, depression, and an 
empty life. It is when we trust in God first that 
life becomes a rich panorama of colorful 
seasons filled with fruit and gladness. God 
makes real fellowship with others possible. He 
is the basis upon which we have successful 
relationships with others. Jesus said, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the great and first commandment. And 
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. On these two commandments 
d e p e n d a l l t h e L a w a n d t h e 
Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). Let us be 
diligent to love God and to love our neighbor 
to reap the abundant life (John 10:10).


the folly of life without god 
kevin cauley


