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capacity for joy 
gary henry

One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will 
I seek: 

That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life, 

To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
inquire in His temple.  (Psalm 27:4)


OUR HEARTS ARE DIVINELY CREATED 
RECEPTACLES, PURPOSEFULLY MADE TO 
RECEIVE THE JOY WITH WHICH GOD 
WISHES TO FILL THEM. It is true, as Bernard 
of Clairvaux said, that “beauty is the soul’s 
birthright.” Even though we’ve damaged our 
taste for divine things by neglect and abuse, 
we still find ourselves being “surprised by 
joy,” as C. S. Lewis put it. When we 
experience these moments of authentic joy, 
we’re reminded of the good purpose for 
which we were created. And we’re also 
reminded how foolishly we’ve strayed from 
the God who gave us the kind of hearts we 
have. God has not left Himself “without 
witness, in that He did good, gave us rain 
from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:17).


Concerning this temporal world and our 
capacity to enjoy its good things, Solomon 
said that it is proper for us to “rejoice.” He 
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services: 
Sunday:  

9 a.m. Bible Class

10 a.m. Worship

5 p.m. Worship


Wednesday: 
7 p.m. Bible Class


Thursday: 
10 a.m. Bible Class

Welcome Visitors! 
We are so glad you came to worship God with us 
this morning! You are our honored guests! If you 
have any questions or are looking for a church 
home, then please feel free to talk to us!


You should have received a Visitor’s Packet with 
card when you came in. Please fill it out on both 
sides and drop the large portion of the card into 
the collection basket as it comes by. The small 
portion is yours to keep. Thanks again for being a 
part of our service today! 


- The North Beach Family                         

7025 North Beach St. * Fort Worth * 76137 
www.nbcoc.org * (817) 232-2568

If you would like a CD 
of a particular sermon, 

please fill in the 
information on the sign-
up sheet in the foyer on 
the table.  Alternately, 

sermons can be 
listened to or 

downloaded from 
www.nbcoc.org.

sermons

Today’s Scripture 
Readings

morning:      
Matt. 

15:21-28

evening: 
Psalm  

15
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said that “every man should eat and drink and 
enjoy the good of all his labor; it is the gift of 
God” (Ecclesiastes 3:12,13). But more 
important than the enjoyment itself, Solomon 
also observed that God has made “everything 
beautiful in its time” and has put “eternity” in 
our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11). The limited joy 
that so intrigues us now is a delightful hint of 
what lies ahead for those who diligently seek 
God. Having been given the ability to foretaste 
eternity, we are now being drawn toward Him.


Have there not been times when we’ve tasted 
a depth of joy that amazed us, times when we 
learned that a good deal more joy is available 
to us than we thought possible? These joyous 
epiphanies ought to intrigue us and instruct us. 
They ought to suggest the vastness of what 
can be ours in God and whet our appetites for 
spiritual things. “Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God has prepared for those 
who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). We were 
made for so much more than we have yet 
received. Why do we so often deny and resist 
the God who gave us our capacity for joy?


“Our Creator would never have made such 
lovely days, and have given us the deep hearts 

to enjoy them, unless we were meant to be 
immortal” (Nathaniel Hawthorne).

thinking about the sabbath

Today’s Bible Drill: 
Grades 2-3            
Grades 4-5

Mon:  Matthew 14  
Tues: Matthew 15

Wed: Matthew 16 
Thurs: Matthew 17 

Fri: Matthew 18

weekly scripture readings

Thursday class: 
Prayers of the Bible

Group 1: 
@ Paul Jones


Group 2:  
@ David Parks


Group 3: 
@ Greens

Group 4: 
@ Wards

today’s group meeting locations:

Condolences

Buford Craig                                          
(Caroline’s grandfather) 

passed away in Alabama on January 14. 
Please keep Caroline in your prayers.

Today’s sermons: 
morning:


Thinking about      
the Sabbath 

evening:

speaker:             

Mark Gray

new member: 
Carol Sutter has expressed her desire to work 

and worship with the saints here at North 
Beach. Carol is Michelle Ballais’ and Susan 

Waller’s mother.

Across 
1) even this was given a “sabbath” rest

5) God revealed the Sabbath to Israel after this event

6) those who die in the Lord rest from their _____

8) God sanctified this day at the end of Creation

9) the sabbath passed away along with the _____ of Moses


Down 
2) Christians did this on the first day of the week

3) Jesus promised this during this life

4) for the Christian, the sabbath rest is to be _____ with God

7) Jesus was raised from this dead on this day


